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The ancient city of Berea in Macedonia provided a 
refuge for the Apostle Paul after escaping the mob’s 
persecution in Thessalonica. When he arrived there he 
said of the people, “These were more noble than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 


’ all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily” 


(Acts 17:11). 

Perhaps you have wondered what happened to these 
ancient places where the Apostle Paul preached so long 
ago. We are happy to tell you. that the witness is car- 
ried on and that there is the same earnestness and 
eagerness about searching the Word of God as there was 
in those apostolic days. The American Mission to Greeks 
maintains a native Greek missionary in Berea, preach- 
ing the Gospel at the Greek Evangelical Church and 
endeavoring to reach the surrounding villages with 
the Gospel. We want to share with you one of his most 
recent reports: 

“The ministry of the Gospel here is not an easy job. 
There are many heartaches that go along with it. We 
are not allowed to engage in mass evangelism, so our 
work must be done through personal contact and in- 
dividual evangelism. I praise the Lord, not only for 
Paul who preached to great crowds, but also for Philip 
who preached to an individual. 


WITNESSING IN SPITE OF PERSECUTION 


“For some time now the Lord has given us a wide 
open door in this area. A woman from a little village 
heard the news of salvation for the first time at 
our Church in Berea. She went back to her village and 
quite some time went by, but the Lord was working in 
her heart and the seed sown was bringing forth fruit. 
She came back to us and expressed great joy because 
she had accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal 
Saviour. When she began to give her witness the whole 
village was aroused. She began to suffer persecution. 
Even her own husband complained about her. But in 
spite of it all our dear sister continued to love the 
Lord Jesus and to witness for Him. She has a great zeal, 
and many times she walks all the way from her village 
to the Church in Berea in order to worship with us. 
Praise the Lord! Other souls have also believed in this 
village, including this woman’s husband, who now will- 
ingly accepts the truth of the Gospel. So does an old 
friend of hers who has been reading the Word, a copy 
which she gave to her. This was provided by the 
American Mission to Greeks. Please pray for these new- 
born souls and for the families of some who have not 
yet accepted the Lord. 

“In another village I saw a young woman’s face light 
up with a heavenly light when she heard the Gospel. 
For three hours she listened to the Word of God and 
the good news of salvation. The Lord is working in her 
heart. 

“You will also be happy to hear that a young stu- 
dent accepted the Lord. He is full of enthusiasm for 
the Lord Jesus. Please pray for him and for the little 
town from which he comes, where the Word has been 
sown in many hearts. How we long to start a preaching 
center there! Also pray that the new believers may have 
the courage to testify and may not be afraid as they 
face the threats of the enemy. 

“Although the Lord is greatly blessing, there are 
many fields and many hearts to be conquered yet. Please 
pray for a great revival here in Berea and in the whole 
area. Pray for me that the Lord may strengthen me and 
give me a double portion of His Spirit. My heart is 
filled with a desire to do more and more evangelistic 


IS THERE A GOSPEL WITNESS IN ANCIENT BEREA? 






work throughout Greece, but I am stalemated because 
I lack the money to travel. How I long to reach those 
who lie in spiritual darkness! Please also keep supply- 
ing me with copies of the Word of God and Christian 
literature. 
“With much love, in Christ’s service, 
ANGELOS DAMASKINIDES.” 


A DANGER TO BE AVERTED 


Any believer's heart cannot help but be warmed after 
reading such a report of the activity of the Holy Spirit. 
It is just like apostolic witnessing in Greece. It would 
be heartbreaking if Brother Damaskinides had to give 
up such a wonderful ministry. That danger exists if 
someone does not rally immediately to his support. 
The most effective means of evangelizing Greece is 
through these native missionaries who know their 
people, language and customs; but in spite of their 
ardent desire they cannot do it unless we help them. 
Think of what it would cost to send a foreign mission- 
ary across the seas. Think of the cost of training such 
a one, and when he finally does go, he is a stranger 
among strangers. He cannot understand the people, nor 
can they understand him. And how difficult it is for 
an American missionary to leave behind the ease and 
luxury of this country and try to adapt himself to the 
standard of living of the Greeks. How much more it 
costs to support him on the field than it does a native. 
We praise the Lord that in Greece there are conse- 
crated Christians who can do the job wonderfully, 
effectively and economically. It costs only $50 a month 
to support Brother Angelos’ Gospel-preaching ministry 
in Berea and the surrounding area. We are looking to 
the Lord also.to burden some heart to undertake an 
additional $25 a month for his traveling expenses to 
allow him to reach a much larger field. And what a 
great supply of Scriptures and Gospel literature he 
needs which the American Mission to Greeks must 
provide. 


THE TOOLS OF A MISSIONARY 


No bricklayer goes to work without his tools and 
materials. He could not build without bricks and 
mortar. How can a Gospel worker, then, forth 
without copies of the Word of God, without tracts and 
Gospel literature? If you are unable to undertake any 
of the foregoing, you may wish to contribute each 
month a small sum of $5 or $10 for Scriptures and 
Gospel literature for Brother Angelos to give out to 
these people of whom it was truly written, “They re- 
ceived the word in all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily.” But how can they search some- 
thing which they do not possess? A gift of just one 
dollar sent to the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y., Dept E, will enable 
five hungry hearts to acquire a Greek New Testament. 
How many in Berea will have them because of your 
faithfulness? (In Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 


FILM ON GREECE AVAILABLE 


If you would like to see 20th Century mission work 
in Greece, write for a booking of our 16 mm., 30 minute 
sound-color film, “Man of Macedonia,” a Good News 
Production. It is sent out on a free-will offering basis. 














































































LETTERS w te Biv 


MORE ON CHRISTIAN COLLEGES 

With regard to your several articles on 
the pro’s and con’s of Christian college edu- 
cation might I suggest to your readers the 
very fine article by Hudson T. Armerding 
entitled, “Characteristics of the Christian 
College” which appeared in our quarterly, 
the Gordon Review, in May, 1955. Some 
copies are still available at the address 
below. 

T. H. Lerrn 

Gordon College 
Beverly Farms, Mass. 


TOWARD BREAKING OF SHACKLES 

On reading [Dr. Paines’s article defend- 
ing Christian education] through the sec- 
ond time, I managed to pin down what 
had been giving me an uneasy feeling. The 
underlying foundation of his case is the 
supposition that there is ONE Christian 
world view which can be expressed, re- 
duced to symbols, and communicated from 
one Christian to another. 

. . - No person’s world view is or should 
be the same as any other person’s. The 
world view of Christians will differ as 
widely as the personalities God gave them 
and the circumstances into which He has 
placed them and the people with whom 
He has brought them into contact. For one 
Christian to adopt the world view of an- 
other would be destructive to God’s pur- 
pose for his life, and would be the furthest 
thing possible from the true process of 
learning. It is not “the Christian world 
view” to which many non-Christians object 
with such terms as “intellectual suicide” 
and “scholastic blindness,” but it is with 
the way in which too many of us acquire 
and hold onto our beliefs. . . . It is all 
too easy for us to escape the good honest 
probe that such accusations demand by say- 
ing that “the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit.” In my particular 
university (one of the “best” by secular 
standards, one of the most often accused by 
many Christians) I met many thinking peo- 
ple who didn’t care at all WHAT I believed 
but were filled with everything ranging 
from horror through ridicule to pity at 
HOW I believed. They were quite right 
too, and God was pleased to use some of 
them and their “godless” arguments “at- 
tacking my faith” to free my mind from 
what can really be called nothing other 
than the shackles of fundamentalism. What 
was reality of experience with the Lord for 
my parents could only be shackles for me 
until God had enabled me to throw away 
the form and get through to the content. 
The content is the same for me as it ever 
was for any Christian: God Himself; but 
the forms must be different for each Chris- 
tian, or else they are empty or distorted. 

One of education’s most important func- 
tions is to enable the student to learn how 
to put the pieces of his universe together. 
A student who “picks a school that teaches 
what he wants to believe” is denying him- 
self one of the most important functions 
of education, and this can be prompted 
only by fear. But fear and faith cannot 


share the same soul. It is fear of other 
ideas that forms the totalitarian systems of 
education to which we so seriously object. 
How can we as Christians justify using the 
same methods by saying, “but we are right, 
and they are wrong.” In a sense, of course, 
that is true, but it does not take into ac- 
count that nobody but God has the right 
to be totalitarian, not even just a little 
totalitarian sometimes. As soon as God's 
truth goes through the mind of one hu- 
man being, no matter how godly he may 
be, it isn’t God’s absolute truth anymore, 
but has acquired those twisted little falli- 
bilities that characterize any man’s opinion 
about anything, and of which we will not 
be free until we see Him as He is. There 
may be other good reasons in defense of 
“Christian schools,” but if they are prin- 
cipally concerned with imparting “the 
Christian world view” to their students, 
that is one good reason for some prayerful 
reconsideration. 

I was disappointed to see that both Dr. 
Paine and Mr. Liefeld refer to going 
through a secular college as “weathering 
the storm.” Why think of college as a test? 
The whole of life is the test, and God 
meant it to be. It is understandable that 
parents want their children to have happi- 
ness and security. in college, and that they 
should want to provide for this by sending 
them to a college which is either Christian, 
or has a strong IVCF group, but God has 
explicitly told us that the feeling of secur- 
ity, which Dr. Paine rightly states we all 
need, will not come from being part of a 
comfortable majority. This is not what Je- 
sus expected or prophesied, either for Him- 
self or for us. Our sense of security comes 
from knowing that in the world we will 
have tribulation, but He has overcome the 
world. If God be for us, who can be against 
us? 

... Mr. Liefeld’s presentation of the need 
for missionaries on the secular campuses 
brought out the Christian view of service, 
that there is no such thing as a time in 
our lives that is exclusively preparation, 
but that the whole of our lives is at the 
same time both preparation and service. 
But perhaps I misunderstood the purpose 
of Mr. Liefeld’s article. Maybe he only 
meant to show that Christians can still be 
part of a small Christian community even 
though in the minority on a secular cam- 
pes... 

DorotHy WEVER 
Marburg/ Lahn 
Germany 


POST SCRIPTS TO EDITORIALS 


To the editor: 

. - « Regarding the arrival of Soviet 
clergymen, I am glad that there are those 
in the evangelical field, who can ask for a 
loving attitude towards these men. Person- 
ally, I hate Communism. I spent one and 
a half years in China under Communist 
rule. But, as you said, these clergymen must 
live in a Communist Country. I had many 
intimate talks about this problem with our 
Chinese pastor. He hated the whole system 





of Communism, and yet he understood that 
those in authority were ordained of God, 
and that he should pray for those in auth- 
ority. Such a stand is not easy. But I do 
know this; sometimes things look very dif- 
ferent from the inside than from the out- 
side. 

I was also very interested in your com- 
ments on “Faith Missions.” I was person- 
ally associated with the China Inland Mis- 
sion and have great respect for that mission. 
However, about these types of missions I 
would like to make an addition, which you 
did not mention. Have you ever noticed the 
lack of consistency among so called “faith 
missions”? They will announce in their 
letters or radio that this is a faith work, 
and in the same sentence they will go on 
to say that now they are in great need for 
money and support. My experience with 
the C.I.M. was that they were consistent in 
their testimony and stand. The mission it- 
self and individual missionaries were never 
expected to hint any financial problems or 
needs in any letters or presentations to 
those outside the immediate family of the 
mission. I think that when you really boil 
down these missions, very few would still 
remain true to their testimony as having 
faith only on God and His bountiful 
supply. 

REv. JORMA MANNERO 


Quincy, Mass. (Continued on page 36) 








POSITIONS OPEN 


Leading evangelical publication seeking 
editorial secretary for editor-in-chief; 
also, alert young woman preferably with 
promotional experience to handle ad- 
vertising. Box C. 











WANTED 
Registered nurse required for 
Christian boys school. For- 
ward resume to Box G. 











WANTED 


Christian Woman—over 40—with ac- 
counting experience. Able to super- 
vise effectively. Position open as As- 
sistant to Treasurer in northeastern 
Christian college. Good salary. A real 
opportunity for effective Christian 
service. 
Apply to Box K, ETERNITY 











SITUATION WANTED 


Administrative or allied. Recently house 
director Prep. school. Prof. nurse re- 
gistered Pa., New York, Mass. Secretarial 
exp. family real estate insurance busi~ 
ness. Christian woman. Middle age. 
Write Box W. 














The books reviewed in these 
columns, as well as other 
can be purchased through 


books, 
Eternity 
1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 




















Do you know what it 





means to be hungry 


Have you gone without food for even one day? 


One little Greek boy told us he stole, simply because 
he had to live. He had no parents to watch over him. 
His mother was dead—he had no knowledge of his 
father. 


War and persecution have inflicted a terrible shock 
on many of the Greek boys and girls. A fortunate few 
are taken in by aged grandparents. They live in dam- 
aged buildings, living monuments of war. As the chil- 
dren grow their appetites increase but there is little 
increase in their food ration. 


What a tfagedy it is to read reports that there are 
four hundred thousand orphans and neglected children 
in Greece? 


And what a tragedy to see them—as I have—and then 
to have to leave them forsaken and forgotten. But 
thank God The European Evangelistic Crusade and 
its missionaries in Greece recognize the overwhelming 
physical and spiritual need of these children. 


This summer it is our urgent desire to send these 
neglected, underprivileged children of Greece to a 
CHRISTIAN SUMMER CAMP right in Greece. In 
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GREEK CHILDREN’S FUND ' 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
(Member Mission 1.F.M.A.) 

811 Westview Street, Dept. E 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


YES, | want to have a part in the Christian Summer Camp 
for neglected children of Greece. Enclosed is my gift of 
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this camp, children who have suffered so much phy- 
sically will be given a pleasant change from their drab 
surroundings. We desire to feed and clothe them 
properly, but best of all we long to tell them of the 
wonderful love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 


Here is a challenge to God’s people. This Summer 
CAMP will only be possible if you catch the vision of 
this tragic land and put your shoulders to the wheel. 
We cannot do it without your prayers and without 
your help. 


Here is your opportunity to become both father and 
mother to some Greek child. You will have a far hap- 
pier vacation if you know that some needy boy or girl 
is at our Christian Summer Camp because of you. 
Twenty dollars ($20) will help send one child to a 
summer camp for one whole month, ($5.00 a week). 
Would you be willing to invest this amount, or part 
of it. 


Your gift will give a Greek child at least one chance 
of happiness and at least one opportunity to hear the 
message of our Saviour’s love. 
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he story of 
BILLY GRAHAM’S 
world tour 
in the July Reader’s Digest 
is now yours to see 
in a thrilling new 
motion picture 





* Travel with Billy Graham and the Team 
through 30,000 miles of modern missionary 
miracies. 


DESTINED TO BECOME 
The Most Significant 
Evangelical Film Of Our Day! 


* Witness heart stirring proof of the power of 
Gospel Evangelism in lands half a world away. 


* See Billy Graham preach to multiplied thou- 
sands in india— Hong Kong—Philippines— 
Formosa—Japan—Korea— Hawaii. 


gem SPECIAL NOTE TO DIRECTORS OF BIBLE 
CONFERENCES AND SUMMER ASSEMBLIES: 


It is not too late to add ‘‘EASTWARD TO 


WATCH FoR “EASTWARD TO ASIA” IN YOUR cizy ie 
Feature Length W! 
FOR IMMEDIATE BOOKINGS: Write—Wire—Phone 


[Sly Gralhaw EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC. 


2627 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington 8, D.C. COlumbia 5-1070 


ETERNITY 


ASIA" to your program. Through special 
arrangements, it can be available to you 


immediately. Write or phone today. 
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NOW AND LATER 


It’s difficult to know where to begin 
describing this issue. Of course, there’s 
the big news that the Editor-in-Chief of 
ETERNITY will move the Bible Study 
Hour to the coast-to-coast network of 
the National Broadcasting Company. 
Read Mr. Hopkin’s article which gives 
you the details. And don’t forget to 
listen, tell others, and pray. 


While we're on the subject of Dr. 
Barnhouse, be sure to read his penetrat- 
ing analysis of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
which he likens to a pressure cooker. 
This issue will be offered over the Bible 
Study Hour as a sample to all who write 
in giving the names of interested 
friends. If you’d like us to send one to 
a friend, or to a list of friends, let us 
hear from you soon. ETERNITY is grow- 
ing but many more Christians should be 
reading it. Your financial help in this 
special promotional effort will be appre- 
ciated. Send us a list of five or ten 
friends who are good prospects—and a 
gift of $5 or $10 for the Erernity Gift 
Fund. But first listen to this story: 

A Presbyterian minister dropped in 
on the Executive Editor the other day 
and told how Revelation, predecessor 
of this magazine, started him on the 
road to the honored place of being a 
minister of Jesus Christ. 

“I was just a farm boy living near 
Williamsport when I received my first 
copy of the magazine,” he said. “A 
Christian woman sent it to me, hoping 
it would be of spiritual benefit to me. 
I threw the first copy into the waste- 
basket because I didn’t like the appear- 
ance of the cover. But later when I was 
in high school and had come to know 
Christ, I treasured the magazine and 
now have bound copies of every issue. 

“I was jolted from my spiritual leth- 
argy by an editorial entitled ‘Pardoned 
Sinners.’ Up to that time the ministry 
was the furthest thing from my mind. 

“You really don’t realize the power 
of a magazine like Eternity,” he said. 

Yes, it is thrilling that every issue of 
ETERNITY is being used of the Lord in 
some way to bring men and women in- 
to a greater knowledge of the truth as 
itis in Christ Jesus. Pray for us and 
enter into the partnership of getting 
others to read ETernity and be blessed 
of God. 


a * « 


All this and we haven't discussed the 
cover story yet. In the opinion of the 
editors, this is one of the most interest- 
ing articles yet written by Dr. Vernon 
C. Grounds, president of the Conserva- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
__ be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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Dr. Barnhouse Moves to 






N.B.C. Network July Ist 


WILL BE HEARD IN ALL PARTS OF U.S. 


ne of the most important developments in his 

lengthy ministry will occur on July 1, when Dr. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse will begin broadcasting the 
Bible Study Hour over the coast-to-coast radio net- 
work of the National Broadcasting Company. 

The move to the network facilities of N.B.C. means 
that ultimately, as station time is cleared, the Bible 
Study Hour will be heard in every part of the United 
States. When this goal is reached, it is estimated that 
the listening constituency will be many times its pres- 
ent size. 


Broadcast at 8:30 A.M. Sunday 

One of the important advantages of the network ar- 
rangement is that the program will be broadcast at 
8:30 a.m. Sunday in all time zones. This is the time 
which has proved most satisfactory in all parts of the 
country. Initially, of course, this will not be possible 
in every city because of the previous commitments of 
the stations. 

Furthermore, during this transition period many of 
our present areas will not be covered by the N.B.C. 
network. Therefore, we will continue to broadcast 
the program on many of our present stations at the 
same time of day as heretofore. The list shown below 
reflects the situation as we go to press. However, please 
be sure to keep close check on your local newspaper, 
or keep in touch with us for the latest information. 


First Sale of Time to Religion 
Christians who have followed the radio situation are 
aware that this shift to the N.B.C. represents a signi- 
ficant change in the leading network’s policy on re- 
ligious broadcasting. For the first time in its long his- 
tory N.B.C. has permitted the sale of time to “religion.” 
The only other Christian broadcaster to benefit so 


far by the N.B.C. change in policy is Billy Graham 


whose “Hour of Decision” switched to the N.B.C. net- 
work on April 22. It has been stated that the “Lutheran 
Hour” and “The Voice of Prophecy,” a program of 
the Seventh-Day Adventists, will also be heard on the 
N.B.C, network. 


The gospel was given to us; we must give it to others 


By Paul A. Hopkins 


First Heard in 1927 


While this is an important step in the ministry of 
the Evangelical Foundation, Dr. Barnhouse is already 
a radio veteran and more recently has become known 
on a successful television series. He was first heard on 
the Columbia Broadcasting System back in 1927 when 
radio—particularly religious radio—was still in its in- 
fancy. But it was through these C.B.S. radio broadcasts 
that the name “Barnhouse” became a household word. 

Dr. Barnhouse’s extensive world travels and other 
matters kept him off radio for several years. Then in 
1949 the Bible Study Hour was launched over a group 
of stations on the East Coast. 


Has Taught Seven Years from Romans 


At that time Dr. Barnhouse started his studies in the 
book of Romans, and with but few interruptions, he 
has taught steadily from that portion of the Word of 
God until the present time. He is currently in the 
eleventh chapter of the epistle. 

During these summer months Dr. Barnhouse has de- 
parted momentarily from the studies in Romans to 
deal with another series of pertinent truths. We are 
happy to announce, however, that, Lord willing, he 
will return to the book of Romans in the fall, concen- 
trating on the practical truths of Romans 12. 

The decision to undertake the broadcast over the 
N.B.C. network was not made lightly by Dr. Barnhouse 
or the directors of the Evangelical Foundation, which 
sponsors the Bible Study Hour. This is a big step of 
faith both from the standpoint of greatly increased 
financial responsibility and work for the speaker. 


Deep Need Felt 


Yet it is with a distinct awareness of God’s leading 
that we embark on this venture, knowing the faithful- 
ness of God and the deep interest that Christians across 
the land have shown in the Bible Study Hour. We 
believe that there is a deep need for these Bible studies 
which are so pertinent to our day. Reports from so 
many of our listeners indicate that through the broad- 
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casts of the Bible Study Hour they have been brought Dr. Barnhouse and urge that you take such financial’ , 


to a deeper knowledge of God’s Word and a fresh de- responsibility as the Lord lays upon your heart. Above 
pendence on the Scriptures for day by day knowledge all write us for announcement .cards, and ask your 
of God's will for their lives. We covet your prayers for friends to tune in regularly. 
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God claims us to do our best in Christian discipleship and service 































Has Freud 
ANYTHING 
or Christians? 


A review of a significant new book, 
Christian Life and the Unconscious, by 
Ernest White. Harper. 190 pp. $3. 


BY VERNON GROUNDS 


God has a message for you, but only you can know it 


In his monumental study, A History of the Warfare of 
Science With Theology, a piece of research virtually as 
biased as it was monumental, Andrew White popularized 
the tension between two rival interpretations of the uni- 
verse. That those two interpretations, science on the one 
hand and theology on the other, have been joined in con- 
flict is an undeniable fact, a pivotal fact in the history of 
Western civilization, and a tragic fact, too—tragic because 
the conflict to a large degree has probably been unneces- 
sary. But once precipitated, whether by the pride of scien- 
tists (as the theologians have claimed) or by the obtuseness 
of theologians (as the scientists have claimed), it has raged 
fiercely, and indeed, it still rages. Many scientists continue 
to view all theologians as the bed-fellows of superstition 
and ignorance. Heatedly returning the compliment, many 
theologians even in the twentieth century view all scientists 
as the sworn enemies of faith, the allies of satanic unbelief. 
No doubt a more irenic spirit is developing in some sectors 
along the battleline, yet hostilties have by no means sub- 


‘sided. In fact, at one point especially, the fighting is so 


heavy that blinding smoke smogs out visibility. That is the 
juncture where Christianity and psychiatry are joined in 
struggle. 

The fierceness of that struggle is quite understandable. 
View the issues from the evangelical perspective, and you 
can readily see why the outcome is considered a matter of 
life or death. Think of Sigmund Freud, that speculative 
genius who beat a revolutionary tocsin and gathered about 
himself a cohort of zealous disciples. What was his explan- 
ation of religion? “When the child grows up and finds that 
he is destined to remain a child forever and that he can 
never do without protection against unknown and mighty 
powers, he invests these with the traits of the father-figure: 
he creates for himself the gods, of whom he is afraid, whom 
he seeks to propitiate, and to whom he nevertheless entrusts 
the task of protecting him. «. . . The child’s defensive re- 
action to his helplessness gives the characteristic features to 
the adult’s reaction to his own sense of helplessness, i.e. the 
formation of religion.” Thoroughly materialistic, naturalis- 
tic, and atheistic. Freud hoped that religion, a sort of uni- 
versal newmosis, would gradually vanish, and hence he like- 
wise hoped for the eventual liquidation of Christianity. 
And he hoped, morcwver, that psychiatry would speed the 
process of liquidation. So he openly confessed in The 
Future of An Illusion: “Man cannot remain a child forever; 
he must venture at last into the hostile world. This may be 
called ‘education to reality’; need I tell you that it is the 
sole aim of my book to draw attention to the necessity for 
this advance?” In short. Freud was anti-religious and there- 
fore anti-Christian. 

Since he first projected his revolutionary theories, the 
apostates from Freudian orthodoxy have been legion; yet 
his zealous disciples, intransigently anti-religious and anti- 
Christian, are also legion. And besides that, even the devi- 
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ants from orthodoxy in most cases are staunchly arrayed 
against traditional faith. Thus an outstanding neo-Freud- 
ian, Erich Fromm, contends that there is one solution alone 
to man’s predicament: “To face the truth, to acknowledge 
his fundamental aloneness and solitude in a universe in- 
different to his fate, to recognize that there is no power 
transcending him which can solve his problems for him. 
Man must accept the responsibility for himself and the 
fact that only by using his own powers can he give mean- 
ing to his life. . . . If he faces the truth without panic he 
will recognize that there is no meaning to life except the 
meaning man gives his life by the unfolding of his powers, 
by living productively.” And, in addition, after stigmatizing 
the two heroic reformers of Christianity, Calvin and Luther, 
as belonging “‘to the ranks of the greatest haters among the 
leading figures of history, certainly among religious lead- 
ers,” Fromm asserts: “Protestantism gave expression to the 
feelings of insignificance and resentment; it destroyed the 
confidence of man in God’s unconditional love; it taught 
man to despise himself and others; it made him a tool in- 
stead of an end; it capitulated before secular power and 
relinquished the principle that secular power is not justi- 
fied because of its mere existence if it contradicts moral 
principles.” In view of so categorical a denunciation by a 
man of Fromm’s stature, Christianity can scarcely be blamed 
for its antagonism toward psychiatry of every shape and 
sort. 


Now it must not be forgotten that attempts to sign an 
armistice have been made. Years ago, as a matter of fact, 
Roland Dalbiez, a Roman Catholic scholar, argued in his 
two volume work, Psychological Method and the Doctrine 
of Freud, that a competent shepherd of souls can use cer- 
tain psychiatric techniques while ignoring completely the 
anti-theistic and anti-Christian philosophy which Freud es- 
poused. More recently, a Protestant theologian, Albert C. 
Outler, has written a very perceptive analysis, Psychother- 
apy and the Christian Message, in which he tries to show 
that a modified Freudianism can become an ally of faith, 
provided the two enemies frankly recognize their differences 
of presupposition and function. 


Yet thoroughgoing evangelicals are reluctant, by and 
large, to discuss a truce. Persuaded that psychiatry is de- 
monic in origin and outworking, they are keeping up a 
barrage of criticism and invective. Their reasons for so do- 
ing are understandable, even commendable. But how re- 
grettable it is that evangelicalism, while holding steadfastly 
to its God-revealed truths, has with equal tenacity refused 
to investigate the values of psychotherapy as an adjunct to 
the pastoral ministry—an adjunct, notice, not a substitute 
for the illumination and enablement of the Holy Spirit. 
This refusal lays it open, of course, to the charge of obscur- 
antism, an accusation which of itself need not prove un- 
duly disturbing. But in all likelihood it is doing two addi- 
tional things which are of a more serious nature. First, it 
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is depriving some Christians, afflicted with neurotic and 
psychotic difficulties, of help which they need and which 
is available in therapeutic techniques. Secondly, it is depriv- 
ing psychiatry of the invaluable insights and correctives 
which only evangelicalism can provide. 

Hence the publication of Ernest White's trail-breaking 
book, Christian Life and the Unconscious, is an event of 
some significance for all Christians who move within the 
orbit of a steadfast Biblicism. For Dr. White is a reputable 
therapist who for many years has conducted a successful 
psychiatric clinic in England. He speaks accordingly out of 
a background of professional experience which lends auth- 
ority to his assertions. Here, in other words, are the con- 
clusions of a veteran in this field, not the guesses of an 
amateurish dabbler in counseling. Besides this, however, 
Dr. White is a sincere Christian of the evangelical school. 
Whatever may be his denominational allegiance, he is a 
man who hews to the fundamentals. He believes in the ab- 
solute necessity of regeneration (p. 39); he believes in the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Ghost (p. 93); he believes 
in human depravity (pp. 15, 17, 83); he believes in the 
fact of answered prayer (p. 137 ff.); he even believes in 
eternal security and says so emphatically (pp. 41, 42)! His 
theology is as straight as an Iowa highway, unambiguous, 
definite, orthodox. An outspoken Christian, he stands up 
and asks to be counted. 


Moving, then, within the orbit of a steadfast Biblicism, 
Dr. White knows that many evangelicals out of loyalty to 
the Word of God have “rejected psychological teaching 
lock, stock, and barrel” (p. 21). But he points out that this 
fiercely negative attitude scarcely comports with the Chris- 
tian belief that “truth is one” since it has God as its source, 
and therefore no truth of a science like psychology can 
possibly “contradict the truth of theology” (p. 10). Be open- 
minded he pleads: evaluate the facts; appropriate any in- 
sights and findings which are true even though they may 
have been first propounded by Sigmund Freud; then inte- 
grate that new truth with the deposit of faith, thus achiev- 
ing “a consistent and unified system” (p. 13). 

Following out this strategy, White flatly announces his 
acceptance of the Freudian theory that a large area of the 
mind lies below the level of consciousness. In his judgment 
the existence of the unconscious is no longer a theory: it 
is a postulate abundantly substantiated. To brush it aside 
as an unfounded deduction, insecurely based on the analy- 
sis of abnormal personalities is to ignore the mass of con- 
clusive evidence supplied by child study, adult therapy, 
anthropology, sociology, and autobiography. The uncon- 
scious is simply a datum to be reckoned with. Yet he warns 
that we must not imagine the unconscious to be an entity 
in itself, a kind of anatomical area which can be neatly 
marked off. No, the unconscious is a descriptive term ap- 
plied to a particular functioning of the mind: it is the 
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NEAR-EAST PRESSURE COOKER 


Israel in the fire surrounded by hostile sons of Ishmael and Esau 


“The Melting Pot” was the title given by Israel Zangwill 
a generation ago to his book describing the way America, 
and especially New York City, absorbed the flood of im- 
migrants that came to our shores from Europe. A Nor- 
wegian might marry an Italian, a Frenchman might marry 
a German, but the Jew remained the Jew. America has 
digested even the Negro who has become totally unlike 
what his ancestors were in Africa, but the Jew will always 
remain the Jew. 

Across the world in Palestine—eretz Israel—the ten-year- 
old nation of Israel holds to its beach-head on the Mediter- 
ranean. The men of that land bear a new name—Israelis. 
The land which they hold is not a melting pot; it is a pres- 
sure cooker. 

The land is of interest to Christians because it is inex- 
tricably bound up with the promises of God, and in its 
future we are to have a part, since our Lord is going to 
bring us back with Himself (Jude 14) to share with His 
reign (II Tim. 2:12). The land is of interest to us today 
because what happens there might precipitate a war that 
would drag the world nearer its ruin. 

Zionism as a modern movement began in 1895. It was on 
March 28th of that year that Theodore Herzl, a Viennese 
newspaperman, published an article calling upon the Jews 
of the world to unite in efforts to secure a national home 
for themselves in the land originally occupied by their 
fathers. At that time the Jews were being persecuted in 
Russia and Poland, and Herzl’s article “Judenstadt,” moved 
the free Jews in Germany and Austria to seek a place for 
their tormented brethren to settle. 

At that time Palestine was an integral part of Turkey 
and remained so until after World War I. It is important 
to realize that Palestine was extremely backward. The Arab 
peasants still plowed with forked sticks drawn by single 
animals, and often, when there were no animals available, 
the plows were harnessed to human beings. The yield per 
acre was incredibly low, and the population of the country 
was centered in the capital and a few small towns. Jerusa- 
lem was a city with more than a half million population, 
but it had no plumbing within the city, neither sewage nor 
water pipes. The water supply of the city was brought in 
from the few springs nearby, and not much of it was used 
for washing or sanitation! There were no lights except the 
fitful oil lamps, which had not changed their design in 
more than two thousand years. The population was largely 
Arab, with a small minority of Christians of various eastern 
rites, and an even smaller minority of Jews. The temple 
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area was held sacred by the Arabs and no Jew was allowed 
to approach it. Old rabbis with corkscrew curls recited the 
book of Lamentations in Hebrew from sunrise to sunset 
every day in the year while beating their foreheads against 
the wailing wall at the foot of the temple area. 

As Zionism progressed money was raised, especially in 
the United States, and small farms were purchased from 
the Arab owners. Jews who were unused to agriculture be- 
gan their work of reclaiming the land. The great plain of 
the north was little better than desert, but here and there 
farm groups began to build an oasis in the midst of that 
Arab desert. 

During the midst of World War I Lord Balfour issued 
his famous declaration in which he promised that Britain 
would sponsor a home for Israel in Palestine after the war. 
This declaration was made in order to fulfill a promise 
made to the great Jewish chemist, Chaim Weizmann, who 
had developed a method for synthesizing acetone, a sub- 
stance necessary for manufacturing TNT, giving the Allies 
a great advantage in destructive force. 

The treaties which followed the war placed Palestine un- 
der the control of the old League of Nations, and the man- 
date was exercised from the peace palace of Geneva. 

The Jews of the United States began to contribute larger 
and larger sums of money for the purchase of land in Pal- 
estine, and the Jewish population increased as rapidly as 
the: League of Nations quotas would permit. At this time, 
however, a great antagonism began to rise against the Jews. 
The Arabs who sold their scrubby farms took their money 
to the towns and began to live off the principal. Some of 
them became destitute and began to whine that they should 
have their land back again. If it had been sold to another 
Arab, of course, there never would have risen the thought 
that they had any rights to it. But since the Jews were com- 
ing in, they were a convenient scapegoat for the miseries of 
the people and were blamed for all of the economic diffi- 
culties of the decades between the two World Wars. 

In 1929 I visited Palestine for the first time. British sol- 
diers policed the country, and the first major riots took 
place while I was there. With my own eyes I saw the wreck- 
age of looted houses in Jerusalem; I came upon a scene 
where the body of a dead Jew lay in the street where he 
had been stoned a few minutes before. I took moving pic- 
tures of the ambulance coming to take the body, and it was 
an ominous moment. Traveling from Haifa to Nazareth, 
visiting the communal settlement of the Zionists at Nahalal, 
and other parts of the land, it was impossible not to detect 
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the difference between the two peoples. Whirling along in 
a car over the gravel roads, one could tell at a glance 
whether a piece of ground was cultivated by an Arab or 
by a Jew. Reforestation had begun on the hills. I remember 
one sign, “Balfour National Forest.” At that time the Jews 
still had hopes that Britain would fulfill the formal promise 
made by her Prime Minister, but the hopes were beginning 
to wane. When Britain formally renounced her promises to 
Israel a few years later, I wrote in these pages that we could 
well expect the break-up of the British Empire. We have 
lived to see that judgment and the descent of Britain from 
her place as the most powerful nation in the world to that 
of third strongest and to see her empire dwindle to a com- 
monwealth—India gone, Pakistan gone, Suez gone—her 
navy replaced in the Mediterranean by the navy of the 
United States. 

The difficulties in the land of Palestine before World 
War II were caused by the steady, but small, stream of Jew- 
ish arrivals from the western world. These people, many of 
them young and vigorous, brought the knowledge of west- 
ern technical civilization to a land that was not much ad- 
vanced from the iron age. It must not be forgotten that the 
Jews arrived as competitors in free enterprise and that they 
took bad land and made it good. They took bare hillsides 
and turned them into forests. They took whatever streams 
there were and dammed them up. A chemical company be- 
gan to exploit the incredible values of raw materials which 
lie in and around the Dead Sea. Potash was turned to fer- 
tilizer and put on the soil. The desert and the waste place 
began to blossom like the rose. A new town was begun on 
a desert spot on the shore of the Mediterranean and given 
the name Tel Aviv: that town soon began to rival Jeru- 
salem and then passed it utterly in every way. It is as mod- 
ern as any town in the western world and has many of the 
characteristics of a Texas city. 

In considering the problems that center in Israel today, 
we must realize that the Jews bought and paid for the lands 
which they took from the Arabs. The market price began 


to rise, but the amount of money available increased, and 
the Arabs steadily sold their patrimony to the Jews. If the 
process had been allowed to continue, most of the title 
deeds to the land would soon have been vested in Jewish 
names. 

The people who sold the land to the Jews wasted the 
money that they took in exchange for their land. Peasants 
who had lived in abject poverty began to see their old land 
produce enough to afford the new owners radios, cars, a 
good diet, and—shoes! while they themselves often sat bare- 
foot and ill-fed, sipping Turkish coffee in the small cafés 
and dreaming dreams of repossessing the land that was no 
longer theirs. 

A branch of the pipe line from the Mosul oil-fields 
brought petroleum into Haifa. Small factories began to rise. 
Enough Jews began to live in Palestine to turn the balance 
of the population in their favor. Weighed as to quality in- 
stead of counted as to numbers, the Jews were in a vast 
majority. 

Britain played the old game of “divide and rule.” She 
needed the good will of the Moslems in the great oil lands 
to the south. She sympathized with the rulers of her man- 
date in the Hashemite Jordan and set the stage for the war 
that was to follow World War II. 

When Hitler had been destroyed and the atomic age had 
begun, there was a great settling in the whole world. Na- 
tionalism was a ferment that had boiled to the surface 
throughout the world, and soon the French hold on Syria 
and Lebanon was broken; the British were no longer domi- 
nant in Egypt, Jordan, and Arabia; and the out-numbered 
Arabs in Palestine began to elicit the sympathy of their 
cousins in these neighboring countries. But the United 
Nations was now functioning, and its headquarters were 
in the United States—at that time in a temporary location 
called, ironically, ‘“‘Lake Success.” 

If there are any who wonder why the UN should think 
that the Jews should have a land of their own, let them 
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1895 Theodore Herzl publishes The Jews’ State. 

1897 First Zionist Congress held in Basel. 

1914 Turkey allied with Germany, World War I. 

1915-1916 Turks attempt to invade Suez Canal from Pal- 
estine. British negotiate with Hussein about Arab 
independence. Arab revolt in the Desert against 
Turks. 

1917 British capture Gaza, Jaffa, Jerusalem, and S. Pales- 
tine. British Government issues (Balfour) Declara- 
tion about Jewish national home in Palestine. 

1918 British occupy rest of Palestine and all Syria. 

1920 Mandate for Palestine allotted to Great Britain. 

1921 Emir Abdullah of Arabia occupies country on east 
of Jordan (Trans-Jordan) and is recognized as ruler 
by British. 

1925 Hebrew University in Jerusalem opened by Lord 
Balfour. 

1936-1939 Arab revolt in Palestine against British admin- 

istration. 





EVENTS AND DATES IN THE MODERN HISTORY OF PALESTINE 


1955 Border incidents. Russia announces arms aid to 





1937 Royal Commission recommends partition of Pales- 
tine into Jewish and Arab states. : 

1939 British _ statement after conference with Jews 
and Arabs. 

1941 British occupy Syria. 

1945 League of Arab States constituted at Alexandria. 
British appoint Anglo-American Commission to re- 
port on Palestine. on 

1946 Abdulla proclaimed King of Trans-Jordan. fas 

1947 British apply to United Nations for advice about 
Palestine. U.N. adopts resolution for partition. 

1948 Arabs and Jews engage in civil war (January to 
May). British mandate ends May 14th. Jews pro- 
claim State of Israel. Arab armies invade Israel. 
Cease-fire declared in June, and again in July. 

1949 Armistice agreements between Israel and Egypt, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, and Syria. Israel elects Congress 
(Knesset). Israel admitted to U.N. 


Egypt. 
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PARROT FEVER 


There is a spiritual parrot fever that 
is worse than the physical parrot fever, 
psittacosis. 

A parrot is noted for its ability to 
learn a few sounds and to give them 
forth in a semblance of speech, but it 
has no knowledge of what it is saying. 
When men do this, they are in danger 
of separating themselves from God for- 
ever. 

The following story comes from a 
class in psychology in one of the great 
universities in New York City. Because 
of a conflict one of the students reached 
the class ten minutes late every day. 
One morning the professor announced 
a trick on this student to illustrate cer- 
tain tendencies in the human mind. He 
drew on the blackbeard two lines, one 
of which was obviously a little longer 
than the other. He then had each stu- 
.dent in the class walk to the board and 
identify the longer line. When each had 
made the trip, he told the class that 
they were to repeat this exercise as soon 
as the late student came in, but that 
each of them, solemnly, was to point to 
the shorter line and say that it was the 
longer. The lines were then erased, and 
the subject was changed. 

In came the late student, and in a 
few minutes the professor redrew the 
two lines on the board and asked the 
students to identify the longer line. The 
poor victim shot his hand into the air 
after the first false identification and 
then became more and more flustered 
as each of his classmates made the trip 
to the board and pointed to the shorter 
line as being the longer. Last of all the 
victim was called upon. He went to the 
board uncertainly, stood there fidgeting, 
and finally, hesitatingly, followed the 
error of the others and conformed to 
their wrong identification. He accepted 
the mass judgment above the evidence 
of his own eyes. 

There are thousands of people, es- 
pecially in our great cities and univer- 
sity centers who are victims of this same 
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parrot fever. A young person will arrive 
in a big city, or come up to college as 
a Freshman. There is an atmosphere of 
sophistication that impresses him. He 
wants to be in the swim. He begins to 
adopt certain attitudes that are alien to 
his own heart and mind. All around 
him are those who have daubed them- 
selves with the varnish of this superfi- 
cial glitter, and he thinks that it must 
be imitated. Thus when he hears many 
say, “Well, everyone is entitled to his 
own opinion,” he repeats it and comes 
to believe that someone’s false opinion 
is worthy of consideration. “All reli- 


gions are good . . .” “You can’t believe 
in a God who would send people to 
Hell . . .” “You can’t say that you are 


right when there are so many that dis- 
agree with you .. .” “After all, the 
majority must be right . . .” And so 
the parrots chirp. 

There is only one way to treat this 
fever. It must be diagnosed as unbelief 
of the Word of God. It must be realized 
that the victims have a deficiency in 
spiritual food and that they are, thus, 
spiritually sick. They must, if they are 
to be cured, recognize the disease and 
begin with spiritual milk -(I Pet. 2:2). 
The milk of the Word is the simple 
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gospel message of salvation through the 
blood of Christ. From this they must go 
on to the strong meat (Heb. 5:14), 
which “belongs to them that are full 
age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil.” 

There is no other cure for spiritual 
parrot fever. 


ICARDI 


There are times when a matter of 
great principle is more- important than 
justice in an individual case. It is good 
that one guilty man is allowed to escape 
his present, this-world punishment in 
order that the rights and liberties of 
unnumbered people may be protected. 

It seems almost beyond question that 
ex-Lieut. Aldo Lorenzo Icardi is a cold- 
blooded murderer. During the war 
Icardi, together with a sergeant and a 
Major Holohan, went behind the Ger- 
man lines on a wartime mission in 
Italy. The lieutenant and the sergeant 
murdered the major and threw his body 
into a lake. War over, the two murder- 
ers received honorable discharges from 
the U. S. Army, thus legally putting 
themselves beyond trial by the military. 
The crime was not committed in the 
United States, so there is no one with 
jurisdiction to punish the murderers in 
this country. An Italian court tried and 
convicted them in absentia. But the 
murderers are not going to go back to 
Italy as tourists in order to be sent to 
prison. 

How to get at them? The Armed 
Services Committee of the lower house 
of our Congress cooked up a neat way 
to get some blood from the guilty. They 
called Icardi to Washington and asked 
him if he had murdered Holohan. He 
denied any part in the crime. A Federal 
grand jury in Washington then indicted 
Icardi for perjury. If they could prove 
in court that he had murdered Holohan, 
they could sentence Icardi for perjury. 
The Department of Justice brought 
eighteen witnesses from Italy ready to 
swear to Icardi’s guilt when he came to 
trial a few weeks ago. But two congress- 
men were the only witnesses to reach 
the stand. Under close questioning they 
admitted that they had discussed the 
possibility of perjury proceedings be- 
fore they had brought Icardi to testify 
before their committee. The defense 
lawyer asked for a dismissal of the case. 

The judge freed a murderer and a 
perjurer but protected the rights of 
Americans against congressional com- 
mittees. Said the Federal Judge, Ray- 
mond B. Keech: The congressional sub- 
committee had exceeded its legitimate 
functions in questioning Icardi, “since 
neither affording an individual a forum 
in which to protest his innocence nor 
extracting testimony with a view to a 
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perjury prosecution is a valid legislative 
purpose.” Furthermore, the hearing was 
a “legislative trial,” and the authority 
of Congress to investigate “cannot be 
extended to sanction a legislative trial 
and conviction of the individual toward 
whom the evidence points the finger of 
suspicion.” 

It is judicial actions like this which 
make the greatness of America. Our flag 
is great enough to float over a known, 
perjured murderer in order to protect 
innocent people from McCarthyism. 

Congress will undoubtedly take notice 
of this decision and curb its illegal ef- 
forts to become a judicial instead of a 
legislative branch of the government. 

Icardi will walk free in the United 
States until he dies and comes before 
the judgment bar of God, where there 
is no clash of jurisdiction and no possi- 
bility of escape. 


GIVE OR ELSE 


A friend told the Editor of ETernity 
that he thought we had too many items 
about the Roman Catholic Church. The 
point is that the Romanists make news 
and that faithful editorial presentation 
must not ignore this fact. We thank God 
for every defense of the doctrine of the 
deity of Christ that is presented by Ro- 
man writers. But on the parish level 
there can be terrible breaches of ethics. 
For example, we have received from one 
of our subscribers a copy of a letter from 
a priest to the merchants of a town on 
Long Island that is little short of a 
threat of blackmail or boycott. The let- 
ter, boiled down says: The convent 
wants to raise $200,000. There are 2,300 
Roman families in this parish, and we 
assess every business man $100 for this 
project. You will have a large poster to 
put up in your window that will show 
you cooperate with Rome. In the light 
of these facts we rather think you are 
going to pay up. The complete letter 
follows: 

“Dear Friend, 

By now you are aware that the parish 
will build a convent for the good sisters 
who teach in our school. 

You also know that we need $200,000 
minimum for this project. 

Our 2,300 Catholic families are an im- 
portant part of the merchandise of our 
community. 

Realizing that over 2,000 Catholic 
families of B——— spend their money 
with the merchants of this community 
you should be receptively responsive to 
this request. 

Surely you will suffer no loss. 

We request the merchants to give a 
donation of $100 cash minimum. Your 
place of business will receive a large 
poster to that effect. 

I feel your non-desirability to coop- 
erate will not be too wide. However, you 
are the boss. 
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May I extend my gracious and good . 
wishes of health and success and also in- 
clude God’s blessing to you and your 
families. 

I wish to remain most cordially, 

Father H . 


HOW MANY RELIGIONS? 


In the preface to one of his volumes 
of plays George Bernard Shaw once 
wrote, “There is only one religion, 
though there are a hundred versions of 
it.” He was very close to a very great 
truth and missed it by the margin of a 
grammatical change. 

It would have been absolute if he had 
said, “There are only two religions, 
though there are a thousand versions of 
one of them.” 

The purpose of true religion is to 
bring a sinner back into fellowship with 
God, to secure entrance into eternal 
life, and to transform his present life. 
If the first of these phases is achieved, 
the rest will follow. A man who claims 
to have a religion that secures his en- 
trance into eternal life yet whose life is 
not transformed is in possession of a 
counterfeit. A man who claims to have 
a religion that transforms his life but 
who is not in fellowship with the one 
true God, also has a counterfeit. 

The Bible reveals to us the only way 
whereby fellowship with God can be re- 
stored, thus securing eternal salvation 
and present transformation. This is re- 
demption by grace through faith in the 
finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The way is the Person of Christ. This is 
one of the two religions. No other re- 
ligion has anything that is really in com- 
mon with this. Ideas that seem to be 
similar are really separated by the great 
gulf that is fixed between this one re- 
ligion and all others and have their 
foundation in the quicksand that lies on 
that other side. They do not provide 
reconciliation with God. 

On the side of the abyss that is solid 
rock we find God and His grace; salva- 
tion by Christ and His atoning death; 
the curse upon human character and 
works; and the gift of power to over- 
come sin. There on the rock we find 
deliverance from the past, power for 
the present, and hope for the future. 

The other religion can always be dis- 
cerned by its one fatal mark; it is 
centered in man and on human works— 
something man does for God and not 
something that God has done for man. 
Its god is a god without sacrifice and 
redemption; a god who does not need to 
have a payment for sin. Its god is a god 
made in the image of man, and man is 
always on the throne in his own heart, 
superior to the god whom he has sup- 
posedly exalted. 

Many of the difficulties in human life 
would be understood if it were realized 
that biblical Christianity is from the 





one, true God, and that the other re- 
ligion, in all its forms, is from Satan. 
Satan mixes a little of the pure metal of 
truth with the various counterfeit coin- 
ages of error, and the greater the mix- 
ture of truth the.more people will be 
deceived by the counterfeit. It is only 
by submission and use of the Word of 
God that the senses can be exercised to 
discern the good and the evil (Heb. 5: 
14). 


SET IN SAFETY 


A friend recently spoke to me of 
spiritual things and asked what I felt 
was my greatest need. I replied that I 
was conscious of very many lacks but 
that I felt that one of my greatest was 
to know more of the Word of God in 
order that I might’ know Him better. 
My friend was astonished, saying that 
he knew I had lived my life within the 
horizons of the Bible and knew a great 
deal about it. I replied that I knew 
enough to know how much more there 
was to know, and that I sometimes felt 
like a man who had been running for a 
long distance—chest heaving, lungs pull- 
ing for more oxygen. It is possible to 
long after God with such panting. 

In answer to this need there is a great 
promise. 

There is a verse in the King James 
Version which is meaningless because 
the translators could not compass the 
Hebrew, but which is luminous in the 
more modern versions. In Psalm twelve 
we read, “For the oppression of the 
poor, for the sighing of the needy, now 
will I arise,” saith the Lord. “I will set 
him in safety from him that puffeth at 
him” (vs. 5). The words in italics show 
that the translators were on unsure 
ground and added these words to make 
what they thought was sense. 

The American Standard Version reads, 
“I will set him in the safety he panteth 
for”; while the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion reads, “I will place him in the 
safety for which he longs.” 

What a‘wonderful promise this is! 
Here is true safety. It is the safety that 
we long for, that we pant for. When we 
feel any oppression whatsoever in our 
spiritual poverty, the Lord undertakes 
for us. When, because of our need, we 
sigh, the Lord arouses Himself in our 
behalf. When we are out of breath in 
our running, the Lord intervenes. It is 
well to remember that the idea that ‘is 
imbedded in the name of the third Per- 
son of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, is in 
reality, the Holy Breath. How blessed, 
then, when we are out of breath for 
Him, He can answer by breathing Him- 
self upon us. Then it is that we have 
the safety we pant for. 

When we have learned this truth we 
need not be in fear or anxiety for any- 
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Are Bible Schools and Seminaries 


Neglected factors sabotage our 
efforts to train effective Christian 
leaders-a call for reappraisal 


orth America, particularly the United States, has more 
Christian colleges, Bible schools, and biblical theological 
seminaries than any other part of the world. We are world 
leaders in Christian education. Nothing comparable to this 
plethora of biblical training is to be found elsewhere. Chris- 
tians from other lands come to the United States to be 
trained for Christian service. More than that, we are in the 
midst of a world-wide effort to establish Bible schools and 
seminaries based upon the American philosophy of Chris- 
tian education and its methodology. American-type Bible 
schools, rather than more foreign missionaries, are often said 
to be the answer to the world’s need for trained national 
Christian workers and leaders. In some countries indigenous 
Bible schools and seminaries exist which are as orthodox 
and biblical as those in the United States, but they are 
deemed to be inadequate and insufficiently effective. They 
lack the American educational philosophy and technique. 
It would be natural, therefore, to suppose that in North 
America there would be a superabundant supply of well- 
adjusted, effective Christian leadership—the product of our 
evangelical Bible schools and seminaries. Such, however, 
does not appear to be the case. The cry is for effective 
spiritual leadership, for godly pastors, evangelists, teachers, 
Christian workers, and missionaries. Often Bible school 
graduates are unable to find positions in Christian work. 
They are turned down as unsuitable by mission boards. 
In spite of this, there is an all time high in missionary 
mortality. An alarming number of young missionaries never 
finish their first term of service or fail to return for a second 
term. Leaders of missionary societies in private speak of a 
lack of flexibility, of inability to adjust, on the part of 
younger missionaries, an unwillingness to take the time 
necessary to study and to learn a foreign language. They say 
that the Bible school and seminary graduate tends to be a 
stereotype who cannot function apart from a methodological 
pattern in which he has been trained. The newer crop of 
Christian workers lacks staying power, endurance, ability to 
meet discouragement, difficulty, loneliness. These newer 
Christian workers may be good organizers, but they seem to 
lack spiritual power. 
We praise God for our Bible schools and seminaries, 
readily acknowledging with thanksgiving the untold channel 
of blessing and good they are, but does not this situation 


Mr. Woods is general secretary of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
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suggest perhaps that there is a lack of important, even of 
essential, elements in Christian education for professional 
Christian workers, elements without which the end result, 
or the product, is bound to be unsatisfactory? 

The tacit claim of our biblical theological seminaries and 
Bible schools is to prepare men and women for Christian 
service, for the ministry. The basic undertone of their philo- 
sophy is—“Give us the men, and we shall produce the men 
of God, the servants of Jesus Christ.” The student has been 
likened to a rough piece of timber needing to be turned and 
processed. As he enters seminary or Bible school, he goes in 
at one end of the production line for his first year of train- 
ing. Course after course turns, shaves, cuts, molds, and de- 
velops him. Little by little he is tempered and trained, and 
at the end of three, perhaps four, years, he comes out of the 
production line with his diploma in hand, trained for Chris- 
tian service. He is qualified. His training will be recognized. 
He will be accepted. Back of him has been the praying, giv- 
ing Christian public, the good intention and sacrificial effort 
of a consecrated faculty; and it is felt that we need more 
and more of such graduates. If at a year’s end a school has 
graduated fifty such men, the effort next year will be to try 
to increase that number, and eventually to double it, and 
so on. This graduate is a good product; therefore, let us 
erect more buildings, enlarge faculty and facilities, and 
produce more of him. And so we are geared to the ideal of 
industrial mass production. 


Is there anything wrong with this viewpoint? Is something 
lacking? The school is sound doctrinally, the courses are 
biblical, the teachers consecrated, the pedagogical method is 
in harmony with the finest in educational technique. One 
is tempted to conclude that in spite of this, either there is 
something radically wrong with the student himself, some- 
thing lacking in his training, or God has failed if, in the face 
of thousands of such graduates each year we continue to 
have a need of spiritual leadership in the homeland and in 
the mission field, and if many of these graduates are not 
facing up to the rigid demands of a life of faith, a walk with 
God, and lack the power to endure and to meet the test 
and demand of Christian work in the world as it is today. 

A study of the Scriptures would indicate that a servant 
of Jesus Christ—a pastor, evangelist, teacher, missionary, 
Christian worker—is, first of all, a man of God who has re- 
ceived an imperative call by God. He is a man who has been 
separated by the Holy Spirit to a special ministry, and re- 
sponsible Christians recognize the hand of God upon him 
(Acts 13:1, 2, 3). More than that, he is a person to whom 
God has given a ministry. He may well require training— 
course of study, seminary and Bible school education—but 
such training would be in addition to a divine call, a parti- 
cular spiritual gift; and such training, under no circum- 
stances, would be regarded as a substitute for the call and 
enduement of God. Is this biblical concept explicit, as well 
as implicit, in the essential concepts and practices of our 
professional schools of Christian education today? 
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Doing the Joh? BY C. STACEY WOODS 


The New Testament has much to say about the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit—the gift of a pastor, the gift of a teacher, a 
prophet, an evangelist. Are our Bible schools and seminar- 
ies seriously looking for men who are endued with these 
gifts of the Spirit, men and women who manifest such calling 
and gifts as they apply for admission as students? Or is this 
unnecessary? Perhaps the question falls into two categories: 
the qualification of the one who claims to be called by God 
and desires to enter into professional training; and the 
quality or character of the training that is given to him in 
seminary or Bible school. 

If we examine the application forms of many of our 
Christian professional schools, what do we find? Two or 
three character references are required. A statement of faith 
is necessary, and the student must indicate that he has had 
an experience of regeneration. An orthodox confession of 
faith is demanded, and inquiry as to Christian service is 
made. If the latter question is asked, it is usually satisfac- 
tory that the applicant has taught in Sunday School, has 
worked in a boys’ club, or has given out tracts, etc. The 
question of soul winning is often important, and the appli- 
cant meets that test if he can answer that he has led several 
to profess Jesus Christ. There are questions about person- 
ality and leadership. Then there is the all-important aca- 
demic qualification. In the case of the seminary, the aca- 
demic bachelor’s degree is almost a sine qua non, even if it 
happens to be in animal husbandry or physical education. 
The important thing is the degree. Some supplementary 
work may be necessary, but after all, he has the world’s 
recognition and has academic standing. On occasion, a non- 
college graduate may be admitted as a special student, but 
he is really a “second-rater.” 

Let us analyze the questions on the average application 
blank. There is the question as to the applicant’s conver- 
sion. Is this sufficient? Or should the one who is to be 
trained for Christian service give evidence of the fruit of 
the Spirit and spiritual growth? There is the confession of 
orthodox doctrine, and this is important. But is orthodoxy 
to be limited to assent to an objective credal statement? Or 
is a necessary part of orthodoxy the confession of a life 
lived under God in the power of the Spirit, in addition 
to the signature upon a doctrinal statement? In other words, 
is the applicant orthodox in his life as a Christian? And is 
an orthodox Christian life merely abstinence from tobacco, 
alcohol, the theater, gambling, etc? Is there sufficient em- 
phasis upon moral rectitude, truthfulness, humility—rather 
than self-confidence and pride—a loving spirit, unselfishness, 
a Christ-like life, a Spirit-controlled tongue? 

Then there is the question of the applicant having given 
evidence of having a ministry, or as to what Christian serv- 
ice has been engaged in prior to making application to enter 
the seminary. Is teaching in a Sunday School or a boys’ 
club sufficient? Or should not this be expected of normal, 
everyday Christian living? If a man says he is called to serve 
the Lord, enters a school to be trained for Christian service, 
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should not something more be required as an evidence of 
the gift of the Holy Spirit for a particular ministry? If a 
man has a Spirit-given gift of a teacher, this is not a matter 
of discipline in a Sunday School class, or ability to main- 
tain interest, or proper technique or teaching methods, or 
still less, of his being well liked. The Spirit-gifted teacher 
in the divine economy is the man who can impart God’s 
truth in such a manner that the learner becomes occupied 
not with the teacher but with the Lord Himself. It is not a 
matter of memorizing certain verses or Bible outlines, or of 
having some intellectual grasp of truth, but rather that he 
is gripped by the truth itself which transforms him, and in 
a sense he finally becomes a living incarnation of that truth. 
Not many men have such a gift of a teacher. If some evi- 
dence of this gift were demanded by our schools, even 
evidence of such a gift in embryonic form, a high degree of 
selectivity would then be essential, but of course this would 
cut down on the enrollment, which, in turn, would lessen 
the reputation of the school. For today, an accepted evidence 
of God’s blessing upon a Bible school or seminary is an 
increased enrollment. Too often quantity, rather than qual- 
ity, is taken as the hallmark of divine approbation. 

The mass-produced factory model, rather than a divinely 
custom-tailored, hand-finished product, is the cry of today 
and often shoddy, sometimes unusable goods are the result. 

If our seminaries and Bible schools are failing to produce 
men of God, could it be because there has been insufficient 
concern to ascertain whether the applicant gives evidence 
of having a true touch of God upon him? There is a saying 
that one cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear, and 
without wishing to be unkind, could it be that we are re- 
ceiving into our schools of professional Christian education 
men and women who have never been called by God and 
therefore have never been gifted by Him? 

However, it may be argued that such a prerequisite as a 
call of God and a particular gift of the Holy Spirit for serv- 
ice is unnecessary. Why not admit these earnest young 
Christians into our schools for three or four years of train- 
ing? Will not this training provide that which is necessary? 

Let us therefore examine the curriculum, the daily rou- 
tine, the essential life of a student in a Bible school, or in an 
evangelical seminary. Is the emphasis upon a student as a 
child of God or upon courses of instruction, semester hours 
for credit, and academic standing? In the course of studies, 
do our schools-evaluate and seriously endeavor to help their 
students to ascertain whether they have a true call of God 
to serve Him and a distinct gift of the Holy Spirit for such 
service? Is there serious concern for an infilling and enduing 
of the Holy Spirit for such service? Is the training given 
personal and experiential in the knowledge of God as well 
as objective? Is there sufficient emphasis upon the life of 
God in the soul of man, the walk by faith? Is the teaching 
that is given related to real life situations, or is it geared 
to produce a stereotype? Are students really being trained 
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The 
Christian’s 
Declaration 


of Independence 


By J. FURMAN MILLER 


RESOLVED: THAT THESE UNITED 
COLONIES ARE, AND OF RIGHT 
OUGHT TO BE, FREE AND INDEPEND- 
ENT STATES. 


In June, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia offered this 
resolution in the Continental Congress, which was sitting in 
the Old State House in Philadelphia. 

Thereupon a declaration was drawn up embodying this 
resolution, and it is the signing of this historic document 
which is celebrated on the Fourth of July every year 
throughout the United States of America. On that date one 
hundred and eighty years ago the thirteen British colonies 
ceased to exist, and in their place stood a new nation, your 
country and mine. 

In addition to its patriotic significance, there is in this 
important occasion a very helpful spiritual lesson. The 
peculiar message of the Declaration of Independence to the 
Christian is this: 

RESOLVED: THAT THESE BELIEVERS IN 
JESUS CHRIST ARE, AND OF RIGHT OUGHT 
TO BE, FREE AND INDEPENDENT OF SIN. 


The author is Registrar of Toccoa Falls Institute in Toccoa Falls, Georgia. 
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The struggle against British tyranny, which called forth 
the Declaration of Independence and the American Revolu- 
tion, may be seen as a parable of the struggle of the be- 
liever in his constant warfare against the bondage of sin. 

As one studies the political implications of the Fourth of 
July, he discovers that this document of human freedom 
evolved from an unbearable condition. That is the kind of 
background, the basic situation out of which it grew. Free- 
dom of trade with other nations had been forbidden. Prop- 
erty rights were continually being violated by Writs of 
Assistance, which permitted indiscriminate looting of Amer- 
ican homes and businesses by soldiers who professed to be 
in search of smuggled goods. Taxation was enforced upon 
citizens who were at the same time deprived of any repre- 
sentation in the government which called upon them for 
its support. The British army was maintained on our shores 
at the expense of the colonists, with the excuse that they 
were needed for protection against the Indians. 

The result of this unbearable condition was the Declara- 
tion of Independence. Humanity will endure only a limited 
amount of such persecution. The great and haunting fear 
of the dictator is that the exploited masses will somehow 
derive courage to resist their oppressors. There is a point 
at which man says concerning his miserable condition: 
This is enough! 

Obviously such an attitude would not go unchallenged, 
and the next development in America’s acquisition of in- 
dependence was a revolution. That a reformation or a 
compromise could never suffice is self-evident to the most 
casual observer. Slavery can never be “reformed”: there 
must be a complete and radical change. The Agag which 
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deprives man of his God-given freedom must be utterly 
slain. There was only one solution: a completely new nation 
must arise from the death of the old. All things must be- 
come completely new. 

And as everyone knows, the revolution out of which 
emerged our God-given freedom was not an end in itself, 
but only a beginning. This new nation, born anew from 
the corpse of its former life, must be maintained by a daily 
vigilance at least equal to the spirit which inspired those 
who led the original revolt. It has for 180 years continued 
to be the primary task of the citizens of the new nation to 
guard it carefully against every attempt, open or secret, to 
draw it back from the blessings of freedom into the despair 
of slavery from which it had escaped. It must be protected 
at all costs from the tyranny which continually threatens 
on every side. It must be a witness too, both by word and 
by deed, before all the world of the better things provided 
to all mankind in an atmosphere of individual freedom and 
personal rights. 

All of this process appears to the believer as a parable, 
if he will but see it, of the struggle of every human soul 
against the bondage of sin. What is true of America politi- 
cally is true of the believer’s spiritual life. 

In the personal application as in the political develop- 
ment, freedom begins with an unbearable condition caused 
by sin and death. Like Israel in Egypt the sinner is helpless 
and hopeless, tormented by guilt, bound to perform im- 
possible tasks, and beaten severely for every failure to 
produce. 


Happy is the man, then, who becomes sufficiently fed up 
with this intolerable condition and declares once for all 
his complete independence therefrom. Happy is the man 
who determines in his heart: “By God’s grace I shall not 
let sin reign.” This is the Christian’s declaration of inde- 





pendence from the slavery of sin. Jesus Christ has died and 
risen again to deliver me from bondage; and I do believe 
this freedom is experientially mine. “If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 


Obviously, however, this is only a beginning. The declar- 
ation will not pass unregarded nor unchallenged by the 
enemy of our soul. There must follow a revolution—not a 
reformation nor a compromise, but a complete, radical 
change, as a result of the declaration which has been made. 


Dead to the old relationships, alive to the new, because 
of His Savior the freed one has become without reservation 
or compromise an entirely new creature. He has resisted 
the oppression of the old life and yielded his entire being 
to the all-powerful embrace of the freedom of God's love 
as expressed in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son. 

There remains the all-important element of daily vigil- 
ance. The ever-present threat of Communist infiltration 
keeps reminding us of the political implications of this 
essential factor. It is of every bit as much consequence in 
the personal sphere. Our deliverance is experienced daily 
at the cost of daily vigilance and constant re-affirmation of 
our allegiance to our Deliverer. 


What better way to celebrate the Fourth of July than by 
pledging anew our allegiance to this nation which gives us 
so many privileges and blessings, and then pledging our 
lives anew to a public demonstration of our independence 
from sin through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Determine that by His grace sin shall no longer have 
dominion over you. Experience the revolution of death to 
the old bondage of sin and life in the new freedom which 
exists in Christ Jesus. And determine that the daily witness 
of your life shall be that you are more than conqueror 
through Him who became bound that He might forever 
set you free! 





PEOPLE 


It is a great experience to travel across the United States. 
One gains a new appreciation of the vastness of this land 
of ours, the unspeakable beauty of its mountains and val- 
leys, its rivers and lakes, the wealth of its resources. 

But one is also impressed by the variety and multitude of 
the people of our land. Cowboys riding the range; Indians 
living in hogans; farmers tilling the soil; city-dwellers work- 
ing in factories and offices. How many there are! How 
varied they are! 

You may travel across the country and not meet a person 
you know. But each one of the many millions that make up 
our nation is well known to God. Each is the object of 
the love of God. “He died for ALL” (II Cor. 5:15). It is 
a solemn thought that each individual is accountable to 
God for his attitude toward Jesus Christ. “He that believeth 
on Him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed on the 
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name of the only begotten Son of God” John 3:18). Each 
is destined to live on in a world that lies on the other 
side—in everlasting fellowship with God, or in eternal 
separation from Him. “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 
3:36). 

Pion all believe. Even now, with the setting of a new 
record of church membership, our country can boast only 
60 per cent of all Americans associated with religious 
bodies of all kinds (and such associations can be purely 
nominal). 

What does one see as he travels across the continent? 
Places of exquisite beauty—and people for whom Christ 
died. And the evidences of sin and frustration and unhap- 
piness in the lives of many make the people even more un- 
forgettable than the places. 


Our lives show what our prayers are 17 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Protestants Form 11% of Chile’s Population, Says Catholic Editor 


High in Formosa’s Mountains a Missionary Discovers a New Church 


Methodists Will Replace Christian Advocate With New Publication 


PROTESTANTS INCREASE IN CHILE 

The rapid growth of Protestantism in 
Chile has been studied by the Jesuits 
and a report issued on the phenomenon. 
The Roman Catholic monthly Message 
states that there are now 681,770 evan- 
gelicals in Chile—11.36 per cent of the 
population. At the same time the editor 
noted that the “Chilean Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy in its episcopal letter some 
time ago estimated optimistically that 
scarcely 10 per cent of the population 
attends mass on Sundays and feast 
days.” The priest further writes: “The 
evangelical movement has been success- 
ful because it is a strong spiritual force, 
moved by popular enthusiasm, demon- 
strated continuously by impressive sacri- 
fice and a sincere love toward God and 
Jesus Christ. How are we to counteract 
this powerful evangelical advance in all 
sections of Chilean thought and life? By 
reviving our liturgy and dedicating our- 
selves to the spread of the Bible.” Prot- 
estants have been in Chile for 65 years 
and the report states that the main de- 
nominations have 1,400 preaching places, 
the smaller denominations over 600. 


IN THE MOUNTAINS OF FORMOSA 

A letter from a Southern Presbyterian 
missionary on Formosa contains the fol- 
lowing: “This morning we went across 
a very high swinging bridge, and then 
walked a couple of hours along a cliff- 
side trail. Sometimes we could look 
straight down a thousand feet. At one 
place a landslide had wiped out the 
trail, but there was a narrow ledge re- 
maining, and we each clung to the side 
of the mountain not daring to look 
down as we went across. We soon came 
to a waterfall of wonderful beauty, with 
tiers of mountains above it. Then on 
an hour longer to a village, named 
E-shing, high on the side of the moun- 
tain. WE WENT TO THIS VILLAGE I NEVER 
KNEW EXISTED AND DEDICATED A CHURCH 
I DIDN’T KNOW WAS BEING BUILT. MorE- 
OVER, ALL THE AFTERNOON WE EXAMINED 
22 NEW BELIEVERS—MEN, WOMEN, AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—AND THAT EVENING . WE 
BAPTIZED THEM, AND PREACHED, AND HELD 
COMMUNION. AND I WAS THE FIRST MIS- 
SIONARY EVER TO GO TO THAT VILLAGE. 
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CaN YOU BEAT THAT? (Don’t feel we 
were too hasty in baptizing them. All 
had believed at least a year, and attend- 
ed services there in an elder’s house. 
And you ought to have seen the flame 
that came into their eyes when I asked 
each one, ‘Are you willing to suffer for 
Christ?’).” There are probably millions 
of stories like this—all known in Heav- 
en—of which we never hear, but the 
Lord is calling out His own and there 
is great blessing in many far places on 
many faithful men and women who 
labor in such lonely circumstances. 

An indication of the rapid rise of na- 
tionalism throughout the world can be 
seen in the recent action of the Burma 
Baptist Convention. The forty-seven 
American missionaries in that country 
have adopted a recommendation that 
hereafter the Convention initiate all re- 
quests for new missionaries and assume 
responsibility for their assignment. 

An evangelistic team under the lead- 
ership of Dr. J. Edwin Orr and William 
A. Dunlap has been having great meet- 
ings in New Zealand. They had origi- 
nally planned a two-months stay, but 
invitations from churches throughout 
the island caused them to prolong this 
for a ten-month period. After the end 
of their New Zealand meetings next 
autumn, the team plans to move on to 
Australia. 


METHODISTS TO REPLACE ADVOCATE 

The Methodist Conference at Minne- 
apolis decided to kill their famous 130- 
year-old magazine, the Christian Advo- 
cate, on the grounds that people did not 
want to read it. They announced that 
they had lost more than 100,000 sub- 
scribers during the past ten years, bring- 
ing the circulation down to 237,000. To 
replace the Advocate (which has been 
an organ of modernistic liberalism) a 
new magazine will be launched. It will 
be entitled Together, and the church 
has voted it a budget of $2,600,000. It 
will be published in four colors and 
have four pages of news interpretation. 
A group of Methodists, not wanting to 
see the Advocate disappear, are launch- 
ing the New Christian Advocate. To- 
gether may be judged by the fact that its 


new editor will be Leland D. Case, 
former editor of Rotarian. 


‘UNEQUAL YOKE’ BEFORE COURT 

A very important issue has been 
brought before the Supreme Court, 
which has been asked to rule whether 
the dismissal of two railroad workers 
from their positions, because they refuse 
to join a union on religious grounds, 
violated their constitutional rights. Both 
workers are members of a Plymouth 
Brethren Assembly, and assert that their 
church teaches that I Corinthians 6:14— 
“Be not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers”—forbids them to join un- 
ions. The Brotherhood of Maintenance 
of Way Employees and the Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks have been made re- 
spondents to the action. 


MISSIONARIES TO THE U. S. A. 

Both the Presbyterian (U.S.A.) and 
Methodist Churches have decided to 
bring foreign preachers to the United 
States as missionaries to America. The 
Presbyterians have brought a “fraternal 
worker” from Japan to speak in church- 
es throughout the country while the 
Methodists have announced a “mission 
to America” by “outstanding leaders 
and preachers” during 1958. 


FILIPINOS AND THE ‘OPEN BIBLE’ 

The Roman Catholic Church has an- 
nounced that Filipino Roman Catholics 
are now to have an “open Bible.” A 
full-page advertisement in the Philip- 
pines Free Press, most widely circulated 
national weekly, announces that Filipi- 
nos can now buy the “Holy Family” edi- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Bible, pub- 
lished with the approval of Cardinal 
Stritch of Chicago. The Bible is priced 
at $34.75. The average Filipino work- 
man—policeman, bus driver, laborer, re- 
ceives a little more than three dollars 
a day. This means, therefore, that the 
Roman Church is offering its members 
a Bible for the price of ten days of 
labor. Furthermore, the advertisement 
goes on to say that all who read the 
Bible for at least fifteen minutes each 
day “with great reverence,” shall receive 
a three years’ indulgence. Five hundred 
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-days indulgence is granted to those who 


read “some verses piously” and recite 
one of three designated invocations. To 
those who read and recite invocations 
daily for an entire month is granted a 
plenary indulgence “at the hour of 
death.” Finally, to those who have 
“often during life” performed the pious 
exercise described in the second of these 
sentences, shall also be granted a plen- 
ary indulgence in the hour of death. 
The official Roman Catholic dictionary 
defines an indulgence as “a remission 
of the punishment which is still due to 
sin after sacramental absolution, this re- 
mission being valid in the court of con- 
science and before God, and being made 
by an application of the treasure of the 
Church on the part of a lawful super- 
ior.” The same dictionary further states 
that indulgences “are not merely a re- 
mission of canonical penances but they 
also avail before the Justice of God.” 
Further, “an indulgence does not only 
remit, but also satisfies the justice of 
God for, the temporal punishment of 
sin.” Further, “Theologians say . . . that 
it is a ‘juridical absolution,’ including a 
payment of the debt from the treasure 
of the merits of Christ and the saints.” 
The dictionary definition states that 
those who “assert that indulgences are 
useless, or deny that the power to grant 
them exists in the Church” are accursed. 

All this together—the hypocrisy of say- 
ing that a nation has an open Bible 
when one can be procurred at the price 
of ten days labor, and then the an- 
nouncement of fictitious and blasphe- 
mous rewards for reading it, etc., are a 
terrible picture of the state of the Ro- 
man Church in the Philippine Islands. 


BILLY GRAHAM AND NEW YORK CITY 

The Editor of Erernity visited the 
Billy Graham campaign at Richmond 
and saw the great blessing that was at- 
tendant there. Dr. Graham told the 
writer that his greatest heart concern at 
the present time was the New York Cam- 
paign which will open in Madison 
Square Garden in May, 1957. We were 
both grieved at the attitude that has 
been taken by some prominent Funda- 
mentalist leaders against Dr. Graham 
because of his acceptance of the invita- 
tion of the Protestant Council of New 
York to hold the meetings in that city. 
It is extraordinary that some people 
would hold that the gospel may not be 
preached in the greatest city of the 
world unless it is under the auspices of 
which they approve. One of the leading 
attackers of Dr. Graham published a 
pamphlet saying that he would never 
hold a meeting under such auspices. He 
forgets himself, for he earlier conducted 
an evangelistic campaign under the 
sponsorship of the Newark Council of 
Churches in the Mosque Theater of that 
city. Because of his auspices, the local 
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Five Russian Baptist Church leaders arrive for visit to Baptist groups and leaders in this country. 
Our readers will recognize on the left Jakov Zhidkov, President of the Soviet All-Union Council 
of Evangelical Christian Baptists, who was pictured on the cover of the November, 1955, issue 
of ETERNITY. Others are Miss Klaudia Tyrtov, Church Youth leader; Nikolai Levindanto, Council 
Vice President; Alexander Karev, General Secretary, and Ilya Ivanov, Treasurer. 


fundamentalist group, the Newark Evan- 
gelistic Committee, did not cooperate 
with him there. We will try to remind 
our readers every month during the 
coming year to pray for Billy Graham 
and the New York campaign. For twen- 
ty-eight years the Editor of ETERNITY 
has had a Bible class in New York City 
each Monday night. This class will co- 
operate in every way with the campaign, 
and will suspend its meetings during 
the duration of the campaign. 


BIBLE SOCIETY HONORS VOELKEL 

An honor has come to the Rev. Har- 
old Voelkel, missionary to Korea sup- 
ported by Tenth Church, Philadelphia, 
of which the Editor is pastor. Harold 
Voelkel has been in Korea for about 28 
years and he has now been cited by the 
American Bible Society for his “out- 
standing service in the distribution of 
Scriptures during and after the Korean 
War among men in the prison camps 
and the organization of a remarkable 
Bible study movement among the pris- 
oners.” Mr. Voelkel is well known to 
Eternity readers for his missionary arti- 
cles over the years. 


FREEDOM FOR ITALIANS ONLY 

The Italian high court has upheld 
the ban on a Texas missionary of the 
Church of Christ. In refusing to grant 
a visa the court decided that absolute 
freedom of religion in Italy was guaran- 
teed only to Italian citizens. The court 
expressly stated that members of non- 
Catholic cults could freely propagate 
their faith providing that they were 
Italians. No governmental authoriza- 
tion is necessary unless they wish to per- 
form marriages. All other religious acts 


are freely granted to non-Roman Catho- 
lics, the court stated. 


MISSION FIELD AT OUR DOOR 

There are 90,000 people living in 
Alaska and four million living in Que- 
bec Province of Canada. There are more 
missionaries among the 90,000 than 
there are among the four million. A 
Christian medical doctor who is work- 
ing in the Province of Quebec writes us 
that he believes it to be the most neg- 
lected mission field in the world. It lies 
within a few miles of our New England 
border. 


BRITISH REPORT ON HEALING 


A committee of British doctors _re- 
ported it can find no evidence of any 
type of illness cured solely by spiritual 
healing which cannot be cured by medi- 
cal means. The committee agreed, how- 
ever, that there is considerable evidence 
supporting the value of religious minis- 
trations in the treatment of various dis- 
orders. Declaring that, in a sense, all 
healing might be considered divine, the 
committee said “many aspects of healing 
are still outside our présent knowledge 
and this we should honestly and hum- 
bly admit.” The committee was appoint- 
ed by the British Medical Association at 
the request of the Church of England 
Commission on Divine Healing, formed 
in 1953. The Anglican group is seeking 
to determine whether unexplained re- 
coveries from prolonged illnesses are the 
result of “suggestion, spontaneous re- 
mission or divine intervention.” It also 
is concerned with cooperation between 
doctors and the clergy. The medical 
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REINCARNATION 
The Gospel of the Second Chance 


By Walter R. Martin 


the soul, is one of the oldest of human beliefs and 

can be traced to many primitive civilizations as well 
as to the pagan religions of Egypt, India, and Greece. Such 
major world religions as Hinduism and Buddhism, embrac- 
ing more than 454,000,000 persons today, teach reincarnation 
in one form or another, and Hinduism alone which boasts 
19,000 castes, 33,000,000 gods and goddesses, and a follow- 
ing in excess of 305,000,000 has enshrined reincarnation as 
a cardinal tenet in its theological structure. 

It is not known with any degree of accuracy where or 
when the concept of cycles of rebirth began, but today it is 
an established belief in many oriental cultures, and, through 
the medium of certain popular cults in Europe and America, 
it is fast becoming the same world-wide. 

The theory of reincarnation, transmigration or rebirth is 
best described briefly as the process whereby at the death of 
the body the soul passes into the bodies of lower animals or 
other human beings in an ever-rotating cycle (from body 
to body) until purification from sin is accomplished. When 
this sinless state has been attained, the soul passes thence to 
Nirvana (Buddhism) or to the dwelling place of Brahma 
(Hinduism). These places consist of nothing more than 
“eternal peace” reached by absorption of the soul and all 
vestiges of individual personality into the World Soul or 
whatever philosophic abstraction it may constitute. 


No Snails or Monkeys 

In recent years, with the advent of such non-Christian cults 
as Theosophy, Rosicrucianism, Spiritism, and Unity, all 
emanating from Oriental sources to a greater or lesser de- 
gree, reincarnation has taken on a new look especially in 
Europe and America and, from all appearances, an emin- 
ently successful one. 

This new look has been specificially designed for con- 
sumption by the occidental mind that frowns upon the 
thought of passing from a human form to that of a snail 
or a chimpanzee but is receptive to the concept of reincarna- 
tion or rebirth in another human form. The most vocal 
proponent of this modern system of transmigrational 
thought is the Unity school of Christianity located at Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri, with an American membership of over 
one million persons and a world membership reputedly in 
excess of two million. Unity teaches that each, soul passes 
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through innumerable human rebirths which enables it 
eventually to live a life pleasing to God and thus be joined 
forever with Him. Unity, like Hinduism, Buddhism, Theo- 
sophy, Baha’ism, Spiritism, and Christ Unity Science, denies 
the personality of God and embraces a pantheism which 
makes all existence part of the “Divine Essence.” Thanks to 
this new look then, reincarnation today enjoys a popularity 
approaching fadism and, with the advent of hypnotic dem- 
onstrations of age regression resulting in numerous “Bridey 
Murphy” incidents, a publicity boost of considerable force. 
Added to such cases as the Bridey Murphy episode are the 
claims of George Adamski, noted “authority” and prolific 
writer on the phenomena known as “flying saucers.” 


Souls on Flying Saucers? 

In his book Flying Saucers Have Landed Adamski re- 
counts his interview with the occupant of a Venusian space 
ship (saucer) who allegedly revealed to Adamski that the 
“other worlds (planets) were populated by reincarnated 
souls from the earth.” From these and countless other 
sources, the snowball of reincarnation is gathering momen- 
tum, and only time will tell if it will gain speed or if it will 
melt like the proverbial snowball in July. 

There are many so-called “evidences” adduced to show 
that reincarnation is not only logical and rational, but that 
it is the only reasonable solution to many insoluble prob- 
lems. Advocates have even dared to claim a biblical basis 
for it and by appropriating biblical terminology such as 
“born again” (John 3:3; I Pet. 1:23), which they interpret 
as successive physical rebirths of the soul, and by otherwise 
wresting the Scriptures, they have succeeded in duping many 
unsuspecting persons. Obviously the best way of combatting 
them is by correct exegesis of Scripture and by reading it 
in context. 

Here are some alleged proofs of the reincarnation theory 
as they are presented in the book Have We Lived Before? by 
Ernest C. Wilson followed by the author’s comments with 
references to Scripture showing these proofs invalid. 

1. There are persons, places, and experiences with which 
we do not have to become acquainted. Somehow we feel we 
already know them. Have you ever felt that you have been 
to a place or known a person before you experienced the 
meeting? This is evidence of reincarnation. 

—Familiarity with persons, places, and things never con- 
sciously traceable to experienced events is one of the strong- 
est pillars on which the faith of the reincarnationist rests. 
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But do such occurrences prove that one has lived before in 
similar circumstances? The opinions of leading scientists, 
psychologists, psychiatrists, and hypnotists are almost all to 
the contrary. It is very possible, they tell us, to connect sub- 
conscious memories of forgotten stories and facts with re- 
ligious beliefs. Through hypnotic regression, it is possible 
to weave strange tales, many of which dwarf Bridey Murphy 
and are also recorded in the files of reputable, competent 
evaluators (See Life, March 19, 1956). Such feelings then, 
are largely the result of pure subjectivism and are therefore 
valueless as empirical evidence. 

2. All men are not born equal in regard either to station 
in life, to opportunity, or to condition of health. Some 
babies are born blind, deaf, or diseased; many persons are 
cut down in the flower of youth. If God is just, He cannot 
allow such things to happen to the apparently innocent; 
therefore, He must be punishing them for their previous 
sins while in another form, and this will continue on until 
all are purified of past mistakes. Reincarnation, then, is the 
only fair way of God’s being perfectly just to all men. 

—This particular argument attempts to show that the 
evils and inequalities that beset mankind are the result of 
sins committed in previous incarnations. This argument is 
weak in that it does not recognize the prerogative of God 
to afflict His creations or His children for His own purposes 
(Rom. 8:28) that He might refine us in the fires of testing 
(I Pet. 4:12). While it is true that there are inequalities in 
the world, the Scriptures never indicate that sins committed 
in a previous life are their logical antecedents. On the con- 
trary, the Bible formally and flatly states that sin is in this 
world as the result of the sin of Adam (Rom. 5:12). We 
must never forget that God is Sovereign, and that He orders 
all things after the good pleasure of His will. It is man 
who is accountable to God, and never is God accountable to 
man. Let us not forget though, as do the pantheists, that 
the God of the Bible is not just a set of cold, abstract attri- 
butes; He is a personality, for there is a Person behind the 
decrees of God and His attributes, Who is infinitely perfect, 
loving, just, and good, a Person whose fullness has been 
seen for all time in the face of Jesus Christ, as it is written, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

8. Unfinished thoughts and unfinished work abound in 
everyone’s experience, and God could not justly waste these 
undeveloped talents; rather He gives us countless opportuni- 
ties to utilize them by supplying concurrent rebirths in 
which to bring our thoughts and works to fruition. 

—This evidence for the necessity of reincarnation is totally 
worthless since God, in order to be just, does not “have” 
to allow man to finish all his thoughts or works, or, for that 
matter, any of them! In fact, it was Solomon, the wisest man 
who ever lived, who stated that the wisdom of man and his 
works perish in the grave, a hard pill indeed for reincarna- 
tionists to swallow (Eccles; 9:10). See also Psa. 146:4 RSV). 

4. Many documented and verified cases of persons who 
have been able to recount their previous lives in detail are 
recorded in the files of reputable professional hypnotists, 
psychologists, and research organizations; these establish the 
fact of reincarnation beyond reasonable doubt and are 
available for evaluation. 

—With reference to many of such occurrences Life maga- 
zine has presented logical, scientific explanations which 
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Ignorance of the Word of God and failure to 


largely answer the questions raised. In many cases, however, 
for purposes of deception, Satan has in the past and most 
certainly still does exercise demon forces to lead the unwary 
soul from God’s truth into the dark labyrinths of occultism 
(Ex. 7:11, 12). 

These four points in one form or another make up the 
basic premises upon which the theory of reincarnation is 
based; abundant “evidence” is also submitted from the “in- 
spired” writings of numerous Eastern religions and Western 
cults, but the pattern is always uniformly the same. The 
Unity school, however, differs slightly from the more ortho- 
dox systems of transmigration in that Unity claims that re- 
incarnation is a Christian doctrine and that the Bible fully 
teaches and supports it as such. 

On the contrary, reincarnation can easily be refuted from 
the Bible by at least ten Old and New Testament doctrines, 
but for the sake of brevity we have elected to list only four, 
all of which those believing in reincarnation deny auto- 
matically by accepting their transmigration hypothesis. 
These biblical doctrines are the personality of God, the 
atonement of Christ, the physical resurrection, and divine 
retribution. 

For some unknown reason, all reincarnationists reject the 
personality of God, that He is a personal, cognizant Spirit, 
a divine Ego (Ex. 3:14), capable of a subject-object rela- 
tionship with man and within the Godhead. 

All reincarnationists, then, are committed to a pantheis- 
tic concept of the Deity; that is, God is conceived of as being 
the fountain of all existence from the tiniest atom to the 
most gigantic forms of matter, and further, these things are 
all part of His substance which permeates every particle of 
existence. 


(Continued on page 40) 
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CONFESSION 
and FAITH 


Translating the Bible into primitive 


languages has enriched our own under- - 


standing of faith and belief 


to accept, in one’s heart, God’s verdict about our sinful- 

ness and our need of a Saviour, to accept God’s verdict 
about His satisfaction with the death of His Son, the Lord 
Jesus, and then to be absolutely still about it? Is it possible 
to have one’s life saved from eternal ruin and not want to 
tell about it? 

Many years ago when street cars were still the principal 
means of transportation in Los Angeles, I was returning 
from one of the suburbs late at night when a young man 
got on the car. There were only half a dozen passengers in 
the car, all men, and the young man, when he had paid his 
fare, lifted his hands and cried out, “I’m engaged to be 
married. My girl just said, ‘Yes.’” Everyone laughed, and 
there was some joshing and some wise-cracks. Love from his 
heart had found a response, and he could not keep still 
about it. 

Is it possible for there to be an interchange of love be- 
tween the Lord God and His creature without there being 
a great desire to acknowledge it? Can we know that we have 
been apprehended by Him and received back into the fel- 
lowship from which we had cut ourselves off by sin? The 
question is very pertinent in the light of our text: ‘If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9, 10). 


ik it possible to be a secret believer in Christ? Is it possible 


Man’s Responsibility 


The nature of the passage before us forbids our being 
fully satisfied with any mechanistic idea of election that 
makes man no more than an automaton. There are too 
many passages that speak of man’s responsibility and the 
necessity of man’s choice. Here we are confronted with 
statements that man must confess with his mouth and be- 
lieve in his heart. There is really but one concerted action 
here, for “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh” (Matt. 12:34). We know, of course, that the phy- 
sical heart is nothing more than a hollow muscular organ, 
which by its dilation and contraction keeps up the circula- 
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tion of the blood throughout the body. In the course of 
time men came to consider the heart as the center of vital 
functions, as the seat of life, and, from this meaning, in our 
civilization at least, the word began to be used to describe 
the mind, including the functions of feeling, volition, and 
intellect. Thus men came to speak of the eyes of the heart, 
the ears of the heart, and even of the heart of heart. The 
word was reduced in scope to mean the emotional nature 
as distinguished from the intellectual nature. The intellect- 
ual nature was placed in the head, and thus we speak 
naturally of head and heart as meaning the intellectual and 
the emotional natures together. From this meaning the 
word “heart” passed on to signify nothing more than affec- 
tion, love, or devotion, and it is in this sense that we hear 
it most often in the popular songs of our day. But in the 
Bible we must understand this word to mean the seat of 
one’s inmost thoughts and secret feelings, one’s inmost being, 
the depths of the soul, or as a synonym for the soul. 


Organs of Feeling 


Before going on we should realize that this is a usage 
which is not known in some languages. We can well under- 
stand that primitive men, listening to the beating of their 
own heart, and the heart of others, would find in the 
heart the only organ that spoke back with a heart beat, 
and that would give it a deep meaning in describing their 
feelings. We know, also, that we feel dilation and contrac- 
tion of the heart in times of great emotion. Earlier man 
transferred these emotional feelings to the organ itself, and 
thus we came to speak of the heart as the center of man’s 
will and being. But there are people who use different 
anatomical references to describe the emotions and the 
will. Eugene Nida, translation secretary of the American 
Bible Society, has pointed out that missionary translators 
have been forced to make close anthropological studies of 
various tribes before translating the Bible literally into 
their languages." The Karré people of French Equatorial 
Africa say that they love with the “liver.” The Conobs, an 
Indian tribe in Guatemala, insist that loving is done with 
the “abdomen,” while the Marshallese love with the 
“throat.” 

If we are inclined to argue with any of these we must 
realize that, as Nida says, the psychological factors involved 
in love are much too complicated to be designated by any 
one organ of the body, or even any combination of two 
or three. 


* References are from Eugene A. Nida’s books God’s Word in 
Man’s Language (copyright 1952), and Customs and Cultures 
(copyright 1954), and used by permission of Harper & Brothers. 
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We should also remember that our King James Version 
of the Bible gives us literal translations of Hebrew and 
Greek passages with other anatomical references which 
have no meaning whatsoever for a modern man in our cul- 
ture who has no knowledge of biblical language. When we 
read that the Lord tries the reins, that is, the kidneys 
(Ps. 7:9; Jer. 11:20; etc.), there is no meaning for us beyond 
the fact that the Lord knows us deeply and intricately. 
Perhaps the modern knowledge of medicine which has given 
us an awareness of the fantastic capacity of the kidneys to 
separate and filter should teach us that the Lord knows 
the depths of our powers to discern. But surely the modern 
revision is correct that translates this Hebrew word by 
“mind,” “heart,” or “inward parts.” 

Spiritual Meaning 

The Greek New Testament has ten references to the 
bowels which have been literally translated in our older 
versions, but which have been correctly translated in our 
modern versions by such terms as “tendermercies,” “affec- 
tions,” “inward parts,” and “heart.” John, in his first 
epistle, speaks of the need for charity to those who are in 
want. The King James Version translates the original with 
great literalness, “Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
(I John 3:17). The Revised Standard Version is much better, 
“If any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love 
abide in him?” But Nida tells us of the difficulty a transla- 
tor had among the Chol tribe of Indians in southern Mexico. 
The literal translation “bowels” would have conveyed no 
meaning to the people other than a description of a com- 
mon illness. To change the word to “heart” would have 
been no better, for their language uses the phrase “to shut 
up his heart” as an idiom for “having an epileptic fit.” So 
the translator used very great common sense, translating it, 
“If any man has plenty and, seeing his brother in need, 
doesn’t give him anything, how does the love of God abide 
in him?” 

This last is very pertinent, for it brings the spiritual 
meaning of biblical truth out of the realm of linguistic 
idioms into the realm of practical living. A man may sit in 
church and hear the preacher read about the necessity of 
not shutting his bowels before the need of some person in 
want, and may complacently turn away to. his own selfish 
life. But you simply cannot fail to understand that the 
love of God does not dwell in you if you do not give your 
brother something when he is in need and you are able 
to help him. 

This brings us to a deeper understanding of what it is to 
believe in the Lord Jesus with the heart. There is certainly 
something more here than a matter of mental assent. During 
the last generation we have been able to learn much from 
the so-called primitive peoples to whom the Bible has been 
brought for the first time. As the faith of Christ has entered 
into their hearts, they have brought new meanings to old 
passages and have helped clothe some of our greatest spirit- 
ual ideas with new freshness. This has been especially true 
of our idea of faith and belief. In our own Western culture, 


tion, these words have acquired meanings that are strong or 
weak, depending on the inward life of the individual. Any- 
thing that can give us a stronger or deeper idea of the 
truths of faith, belief, and commitment that we want to 
convey with these words must be very welcome. 


Nida, from his wide-spread experience in translation 
work in many languages, has some pertinent things to say 
and some magnificent illustrations to illuminate these 
truths. “If the message of the Good News is to reach the 
heart, it must be presented in the words which speak to the 
heart. This does not mean the introduction of fanciful 
metaphors and unknown figures of speech; it means the 
use of those rich expressions with which the language is 
already endowed. Missionary translators have discovered 
hundreds of such expressions, which have become a con- 
stant source of spiritual enlightenment and blessing. No two 
words reach more deeply into the soul and the spirit than 
do these related terms, faith and belief. In Greek they are 
simply two different forms of the same basic word. The 
profoundly personal experience of faith has led in many 
languages to the employment of words and phrases which 
attempt to capture and reflect this intimate relationship of 
the soul to the object of faith and confidence. The Karré 
people in the forests of the Ugangi-Chari district of French 
Equatorial Africa speak of ‘faith’ as ‘to hear and take into 
the soul.’ Simple ‘hearing’ is not enough. Men may hear 
with deaf ears and rejecting hearts. The Karrés have per- 
ceived that the essence of faith consists in the acceptance, 
not merely in outward appearance, but in taking the truth 
‘into the soul.’ Their neighbors, the Kabba-Lakas, have em- 
phasized the same truth, but by a slightly different idiom. 
They say, ‘to hear within one’s self and not let go.’ Again, 
it is not the hearing with the ears, but with the heart that 
counts, and faith leads to ‘not letting go.’ In one of the 
West African languages this double process of taking and 
keeping is described graphically as ‘to take the word and 
eat it.’ Such assimilation of the truth, so that it becomes a 
part of ourselves, is the very message of the Scriptures. 


(Continued on page 38) 





SOMEONE has laughingly said that the peak 
of mental activity must be between the a 
four and eighteen. At four we know all the q 
tions; at eighteen, all the answers. Spiritual de- 
velopment is quite different. We begin by turning 
away from ourself in order to trust in Christ. As 
we go on from strength to strength we are more 
and more aware that we are nothing and that all 
t of wisdom and knowledge are stored 
up in Christ (Col. 2:3). True Christian experience 
is that the more we know, the more we know 
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Jerusalem falls, Jeremiah is tested. 
In a public act he stakes everything on 
God’s word that Israel shall again possess 
the land. 


BY GORDON CHILVERS 


Book reviewer for the Christian Literature Crusade 


ment heroes makes their great faith the more remark- 
able. The prophet Jeremiah stands out as an example 
of a man who staked everything he had on the word of God. 

God proposes a test which would have severely tried the 
faith of any of His servants. He tells Jeremiah to buy a 
field. “Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle 
shall come unto thee, saying,. Buy thee my field that is in 
Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it” 
(Jer. 32:7). This statement has only the marks of a com- 
mercial transaction until we look at Jeremiah’s circum- 
stances. He was imprisoned for his fidelity to God—a most 
unsuited position for buying real estate. The Chaldeans 
were already beseiging the city, and Jeremiah himself had 
foretold that resistance to the enemy was useless. They would 
be successful, and Jerusalem would fall into the hands of 
Israel’s enemies. For the Jews there would be seventy years 
captivity. In fact, the Chaldeans were actually occupying 
the very ground which Jeremiah was told to purchase. The 
seige of Jerusalem had already begun. Famine was stalking 
through the land, and life itself was very uncertain for every- 
one. Invasion had reduced contracts and the deeds to 
waste-paper. Further, the approach of the year of Jubilee 
made all leasehold purchases almost valueless. 

Jeremiah was nearly sixty at the time, and, as the captiv- 
ity had only run for ten years, he knew there were yet sixty 
years to run. So it was unlikely that he would be alive at 
the end of the captivity—the only time when the land would 
be of any value to him. If he bought the field, he could not 
occupy it. He could not build on it. He could not let it. 
He could not sell it. He could not even see it. He could not 
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drive the Chaldeans from it. Jeremiah, then, had no hope 
of personal gain from the transaction. He had no heirs, so 
that there was no one as far as he could see who would 
benefit from his purchase. He was by no means a rich man, 
and this expenditure of the little resources that he had 
seemed very foolish, as the money, it would seem, ought to 
have been kept for better uses. It appears that Hanameel 
had no children, and so at his death Jeremiah would have 
received the property any way. 

Such a purchase was, to all appearances, throwing good 
money after bad. It was one of those commands of God that 
come to us with hidden purposes buried deep in the divine 
mind. But faith looks not at the things which are seen and 
are only temporal, but at the things which are not seen and 
are eternal. The world regards much of the Christian’s ex- 
penditure of money as useless in the extreme—buying tracts 
and giving money to missionary societies that men may go 
to other countries to preach the gospel that Jesus saves. Pro- 
vided that we spend our money in the way that God directs, 
we need have no fear that the money is lost. 


Jehovah, merely stating the fact that Hanameel would 
come, gave no command. Jeremiah conjectures at once, not 
only that a deep design must lie embedded ‘in the divine 
announcement, but that God must somehow be testing him. 
This is what God had said through him: “Lo, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that . . . I will cause them to return 
to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it” (Jer. 30:3). Will Jeremiah then buy some of it? That is 
the test, and this begins to dawn on the imprisoned prophet. 
So Jeremiah watches very carefully what happens when 
Hanameel arrives. Jeremiah immediately exclaims: “Then 
I knew that this”’—not the announcement but the purchase 
—“was the word of the Lord” (Jer. 32:8). The design of God 
was clear. Did Jeremiah believe his own prophecies? Would 
he by a public act irrevocably stake all on the truth of 
God’s Word and so show his absolute and unconditional 
confidence in God? Would he invest present cash in worth- 
less scrip, devoid of all market value, because God had 
signed the scrip? 

Jeremiah, that noble man of God, acts without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation. What God wishes him to do—the mo- 
ment that he knows God really wishes it—no business man 
could. have done with more thoroughness. Faith expresses 
itself in obedience to the revealed will of God even when 
He calls for some hazardous task. 

The purchase is carried out calmly, carefully, with the 
utmost legal exactitude, exactly as if the prophet could 
walk out of prison at any moment and take possession. The 
deed was made in two copies so that if the open one were 
mislaid, tampered with, or destroyed, appeal would lie to a 
second copy sealed and locked away in a jar, to keep the 
document from damp and moth. The cash was weighed out. 
The documents were drawn up. ‘The deeds when completed 
were entrusted to the care of Baruch, a man of rank and 
standing, in the presence of witnesses who subscribed to the 
deed in the eyes of all the Jews. Jeremiah then charged 
Baruch saying: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, 
both which is sealed and this evidence which is open; and 
put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many 
days.” Doubtless that jar remained unopened for at least 
sixty years. In it at last men found absolute proof not only 
that God had foreseen and foretold the future, but that He 
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had found one faithful soul who had believed Him. Then . 


Jeremiah gave the reason for the transaction. “For thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and 
vineyards shall be possessed again in this land” (Jer. 32:15). 


We now look more closely at Jeremiah’s faith. What is . 


faith? It is the trust we place in another person’s word. 
Someone who knows something tells us what we do not 
know. We believe him and act upon it; this is faith. The 
Prince of Wales was once standing by a cauldron of burning 
lead seething, hissing, and bubbling. The foreman of the 
works, who was standing by, held out a bucket of water 
towards the Prince, saying: “Plunge your hand into the 
water and then into the boiling lead.” Without a moment’s 
hesitation the Prince plunged his hand into the water and 
then quite safely into the lead. That was faith. The foreman 
knew it was a safe thing to do, but the Prince had to act 
solely on the foreman’s word. So it is with faith in God. 
God knows something that we do not. He tells us to do it. 
We believe and act upon it—that is faith in God. There was 
no doubt in the mind of Jeremiah of the sovereign author- 
ity of God and of His divine wisdom and power. 
Jeremiah based all upon his experience of God and a 
knowledge of His character. The calm resolution with which 
he obeyed God came entirely from the idea which he had of 
Him. Faith is trusting a person because we know him and 
know that he will not fail us. Jeremiah had had dealings 
with God for forty years, and he rested everything on the 
certainty of God’s Word. God’s power makes the word which 
He has spoken possible of fulfillment; His holiness makes 
His word certain of fulfillment. However faithful a human 
being may be, he may not be able to keep a promise. He is 
but a creature, and circumstances over which he has no con- 
trol may prevent his fulfilling his word. A man once dived 
into the sea to try to rescue his son, but both bodies were 
washed ashore. The father’s arms were around his boy. He 
was faithful but not able. God Who has promised is faithful 
and is able to perform all His promises. Jeremiah’s reason 
for buying the field was not the certainty of ever enjoying 
the benefit of his possession, but the dependability of the 
Word of God. “Not for cleverness of politicians who fore- 
casted the issue, not by the clear mathematical and mech- 
anical vision of how God was going to accomplish this pur- 
pose; but upon the basis of the fact that God told him what 
to do ... he bought the land” (G. Campbell Morgan). 
Faith does not preclude inquiries, but the inquiries are 
addressed to God and not to man. Faith does not gloss over 
difficulties; it sees them and then takes them to God. Jere- 
miah was a man of like passions with ourselves, and his 
faith begins to waver. “Thou hast said unto me, O Lord 
God, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for 
(“though”-margin) the city is given into the hands of the 
Chaldeans.” ‘I have done what I have thought was right, 
but it seems so strange to me I cannot quite understand.’ 
Sometimes our faith is strong, sometimes it is weak. We seem 
more dependent upon outward circumstances than we do 
on our God. If we could look wholly to God, and never to 
man, our faith need never waver, for God never changes. 
Jeremiah does not doubt for long; for faith has its assur- 
ance. God immediately answers the prophet. “Behold, I am 
the Lord, the God of all flesh”—therefore of Israel and also 
of the Chaldeans—“is there anything too hard for me?” 
‘That, Jeremiah, was what you said, can you really believe 
it?” God satisfies the prophet for all Israel. “Men shall buy 


July 1956 





‘ 


fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and 
take witnesses in the land: . . . for I will cause their captiv- 
ity to return, saith the Lord.” 

Jeremiah was loyal to God in the midst of extreme diffi- 
culties. His own people had put him in prison for his fidelity 
to God, and an enemy was possessing the land, but Jere- 
miah still remained faithful to God. Jeremiah might have 
found it difficult to explain to some of his fellow Jews just 
what sense there was in buying a field he could not use, but 
he left all explanation to God. One small boy said to an- 
other: “My father and I know everything.” The other boy 
then asked a very hard question. The first boy replied: 
“That is one for my father.” We must often take a similar 
attitude. 

So this incident rises into one of the great transactions of 
faith, and defines to us by graphic action exactly what faith 
is. The effect of Jeremiah’s act was the equivalent to his 
saying: “I believe that seventy years hence, not one rod of 
the sacred soil will be in enemy hands; and such is my con- 
viction that I will stake my earthly possessions on it.” He 
looked down the years and saw again a Hebrew monarch on 
the throne. He saw security of tenure restored. He saw the 
fields waving with their harvest. And he saw this bit of land 
—a Levite inheritance—restored to its former value and the 
happy possession of his own kith and kin. “Faith is the 
assurance”—the dead-sureness—“of things hoped for, the 
proving of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1 R.V.); the fearless 
action as a result of that conviction. 

We need to trust God when we like Jeremiah find the 
way very dark. In the parish church of a small town on the 
east coast of Scotland, the evening service was drawing to a 
close. The aged pastor had just announced the last hymn, 
when suddenly the lights went out. After a moment of 
silence the precentor (choir leader) arose from his seat in 
the front of the pulpit and said: “We cannot manage that 
hymn, sir, but we can all sing, “The Lord’s My Shepherd’ in 
the dark.” “Yes, we will take the Twenty-third Psalm,” said 
the pastor, “and let me add, that it is well with every soul 
that can sing, “The Lord’s My Shepherd’ in the dark.” Enp 








General Melvin Maas, the blind chairman of the President's Committee 
on Employment of the Physically Handicapped, was speaking to a con- 
vention recently. “Of course, I’m handicapped myself,” he said. The 
crowd looked sad for him, but then he added, “I have false teeth.” 
The true Christian knows what it is to face his infirmities and to real- 
ize that they are opportunities for Christ to triumph through him. 
Paul asked the Lord to take away his thorn in the flesh—probably his 
near blindness (Gal. 4:15; 6:11 RSV)—but the Lord answered, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” 
(It Cor. 12:9). Paul answered this with a spiritual triumph: “! will all 
the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me.” 
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Smoke? Drink? What laws govern a Christian’s conduct? 


YOU CAN'T BE CHRISTIAN AND... 


By C. Peter Wagner 


night.” The two students were strolling on the 
university campus after a Bible study meeting. 

“Me, too, Jim, and I’m going to do something about it. 
As Mr. Peters spoke, I couldn’t help but think of the new 
guy from North Carolina in the dorm. I’m going to talk to 
him about the Lord, and about our Bible study group. I 
think he might even be a Christian, and I’m ashamed that 
I never talked to him.” 

“Oh, no, he can’t be a Christian.” Jim was surprised at 
his friend. 

“Why not?” 

“You mean that fellow who jerks sodas down at Nick’s? 
Half the time I see him he’s got that pipe in his mouth— 
you can’t be a Christian and smoke!” 

“Maybe you're right,” conceded Harry. “But I went in 
his room last Saturday to borrow Fred’s typewriter, and I 
saw a Bible right out on his desk. He had a missionary 
prayer card on his dresser, too. I still think he’s a Chris- 
tian.” 

How about it? Whose side are you on? Can a Christian 
smoke? or drink? or dance? or wear make-up? or play cards? 
or—well you add the rest. Here’s how the discussions usually 
run: 

“I don’t see why a Christian can’t smoke, anyhow, Jim; 
the Bible doesn’t say a word against it.” 

“Oh, yes it does. It says that the body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, and if you do anything to hurt the body, you 
don’t love the Lord.” 

“Wait a minute! You can carry that one too far. Does 
that mean if you take that second piece of pie that you 
don’t need, or if you stay up all night cramming for an 
exam, you can’t be a Christian? Those things hurt the body 
too.” 

“But they’re not the same as smoking. Don’t you know 
that smoking causes lung cancer?” 

“Maybe too much smoking does, but how about a person 
who only smokes once a week, and then only half a cigar- 
ette at a time? Sure, I know this doesn’t ever happen, but 
the principle is there. You can’t tell me he’s hurting his 
body as much as you do when you miss half your sleep be- 
cause of a bull session. Besides, I read in the paper where 
a man 95 years old said to the reporters that the reason he’s 
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lived so long is that he’s smoked a pack and a half a day 
ever since he was fourteen. It didn’t hurt him very much.” 

“I guess you’ve got good arguments, Harry, but you can’t 
convince me that smoking is right. I still think it’s wrong.” 

And so it goes, ’round and ‘round, until both go to bed 
tired, irritable, and more confused than ever. Of course, 
the easiest way to handle this, or any other difficult prob- 
lem, is to throw up our hands and ignore it. But we can’t. 
The problem, like the poor, is always at hand. 

Let’s start with the Bible, but let’s disqualify a couple of 
texts to begin with. “Your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit” (I Cor. 6:19) is valid for intemperance and over- 
indulgence and strictly moral problems such as fornication 
and drunkenness; but it cannot be used for moderation, as 
we saw above. Let’s avoid this one, too: “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world...” (I John 
2:15), for it would be extremely difficult to prove to many 
sincere, believing Christians that smoking is to be classified 
as worldly. Believe it or not, the Lord uses many ministers 
and teachers who smoke. Charles H. Spurgeon, for example, 
was a smoker. J. Gresham Machen, the greatest defender of 
the evangelical faith in the first half of our century, said 
this about smoking: “My idea of delight is a Princeton 
room full of fellows smoking. When I think what a wonder- 
ful aid tobacco is to friendship and Christian patience I 
have sometimes regretted that I never began to smoke.” 

Now I’m not here attempting to convince you that you 
can ask your pal to toss you a Camel with a clear conscience. 
Just the opposite, in fact. All I’m asking is that we form 
our conclusions in a sound, biblical way. We’re all too will- 
ing to take short cuts. It’s easy to hold a proper conclusion 
with improper reasons because we're too lazy to think the 
matter through. And it is usually at points like this that 
our Christian witness is ineffective. Let us ask: “how would 
the Apostle Paul answer this question?” 

Probably in the same way he answered parallel problems 
in the early church. You think smoking is a problem? That 
is nothing compared to the problem of eating idol meats in 
the Corinthian church. The meats in question were the 
portions left over from the pagan animal sacrifices to idols. 
Read I Corinthians 8 carefully before going on. Before the 
gospel came to Corinth, eating idol meat was no problem— 
everybody did it. But when the Corinthians turned from 
idols to serve the living and the true God, trouble came. 
As with most other difficult situations which arose in the 
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Corinthian Church, there were usually as many opinions as 
possibilities, and this was no exception. One group went 
right on eating the meat, and it never seemed to bother 
them. They truly saw that an idol was nothing more than 
a piece of wood or stone, and, therefore, that the meat was 
never sacrificed to anything real in the first place (I Cor. 
8:4). Many, in fact, went so far as to eat this meat at the 
idol feasts themselves. 

There was a second group who could go along with the 
idea that there was nothing intrinsically wrong with the 
meat, but they couldn’t see eating it at the worship feast 
right in the temple. If their friends and families brought 
the meat home and fixed it for supper, that was all right. 

But there was also a third group of Christians who 
thought that to have anything at all to do with this meat 
was a sin (I Cor. 8:7). They even put up a big fuss at the 
market place, for there was no telling which cuts of meat 
in the butcher's displays had been killed in sacrifice to idols. 

All this adds up to Paul’s writing I Corinthians 8. He 
says, first of all, that those who considered the meat as hav- 
ing nothing wrong in itself were right (8:8). He commends 
them for their knowledge. The group who thought the 
meat itself was a sin, Paul calls “weak” (8:7, 9). Now what 
is the difference between “strong” and “weak” Christians? 
Certainly not their relationship to Christ, for Paul doesn’t 
even mention it. The difference is in maturity of conscience. 
Some have matured further than others. Some have learned 
what Jesus meant when he said, “Not that which goeth in- 
to the mouth defileth a man, . . . but those things which 
proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and 
they defile the man” (Mt. 15:11, 18). Every Christian is 
weak in some areas and strong in others. 

See how our modern problems fit in? We still have the 
two groups. Some think it’s terribly evil for anyone to 
smoke one cigarette. Paul would call such persons “weak.” 
Now there is nothing morally inferior with being weak or 
immature. It is the duty of each Christian to allow the 
Holy Spirit to guide his own conscience and, above all, 
whether weak or strong, to obey it! Some are weak in one 
area, some in another. Let’s illustrate. Most of us think 
that it is always and everywhere wrong for a woman to ap- 
pear in public with the upper portions of her body un- 
covered. But when the missionary to the Ngbakas in north- 
ern Congo made the suggestion that the women wear 
blouses, an elder quickly protested, “But we are not going 
to have our wives dress like prostitutes.” A carnal elder? Of 
course not! And wouldn’t we be shocked to attend a Sun- 
day morning service on the San Blas Islands and find the 
men with hats on and the older women smoking pipes? But 
such is most common there. Many of us would begin look- 
ing for another church if we discovered that our pastor was 
a drinker. However, Mrs. Billy Graham writes from Lon- 
don, “Even the evangelical bishops over here take wine and 
sherry.” In these areas might not we American Christians 
be called “weak”? 

Let’s turn the tables and look at some “weak” areas in 
others. Is there anything wrong with pointing to something 
with your index finger? I never thought it was a moral is- 
sue. But in northern Congo a Christian would be terribly 
offended by this, for it is lewd and vulgar there. A polite 
person must always point by sticking out his lower lip. And 
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don’t we consider it somewhat absurd and narrowminded 
when the church in Honduras makes a moral issue out of 
men wearing brightly-colored sport shirts? Or when certain 
groups that we know of consider a daily newspaper as 
worldly? You see, in these areas Paul would call us “strong.” 

What does all this mean? Are morals relative? Are we 
evangelists for pragmatism? Of course not. Back to Corinth 
and the Apostle’s letter. Some things, he writes, are out of 
the realm of relativity as far as Christianity is concerned. 
Take the eating of meat at those pagan idol feasts. For a 
Christian to do that is to approve of the idol worship it- 
self. This cannot be, and must be stopped at once. “Ye 
cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils” 
(I Cor. 10:2). Scripture is plain that fornication, murder, 
drunkenness, stealing, rage, and the rest are not question- 
able practices, but are expressly forbidden anywhere and 
at all times. But these are not the problems that we are 
here discussing. 

Our problems are rather in the realm of eating the idol 
meat around our own family table. When the Bible speaks, 
we ought to act. But when the Bible is silent, we usually 
wonder. The Corinthians wondered about eating the meat 
at home. Paul writes, “go ahead and eat unless a weaker 
brother questions your actions” (I Cor. 10:27, 28). Then, 
for the sake of his conscience, eat not. In other words, even 
if your conscience happens to be strong on a certain issue, 
that is not the final court of appeal. The big question is, 
“How does it affect my weaker brother?” If it wounds his 
conscience, Paul emphatically declares that, whether it's in- 
trinsically evil or not, it is a sin against Christ (I Cor. 8:12). 

You mean this applies to smoking, too? Certainly. Moder- 
ate smoking, as eating idol meat, is what we call an amoral 
or morally indifferent problem. Neither are wrong in them- 
selves. I Corinthians 8:8, then, might as well read, “Neither 
if we smoke are we the better, neither if we smoke not are 
we the worse.” But don’t forget the weaker brother! Paul 
wouldn't, for he would say, “Wherefore, if smoking make 
my brother to offend, I will smoke no more while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend” (I Cor. 8:13). 
As Christians we have liberty, but we exercise that liberty 
within bounds. ’ 

Now if you have been thinking as you read this, you 
have raised a very important question in your mind: 
“Where do you draw the line? If this principle is true, and 
you stop doing this or that just because it hurts another 
Christian’s feelings, you will soon end up in a moral 
straightjacket. You'll be a Pharisee.” Right! And it’s a good 
objection. Let’s investigate further. 

Before we get into the real answer, however, let’s admit 
that it is a pretty theoretical problem. It hardly ever hap- 
pens. Christians all over the world accept Paul’s teaching 
on the weaker brother, and yet we scarcely find one who 
“doesn’t do anything.” Good common sense and a generous 
application of the law of love will solve multitudes of 
problems. 

But suppose, for the sake of argument, that it does come 
to a showdown. Your brother is convinced that such and 
such is wrong, and you are as firmly convinced that it is 
right. What should you do? First of all, if you possibly can, 
go the second mile with your friend. Not because your 


(Continued on page 37) 


Regularly our Lord went off alone to pray 27 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


JULY 8, 1956 
Jesus Is the Son of God 


Background Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17; 
Hebrews 1:1—2:8; 6:1-3 
Devotional Reading: John 14:1-11 
Memory Selection: Hebrews 1:2 
INTRODUCTION Paul opens his letter to 
the Romans by referring 
to “the gospel of God... i i 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord... 
be the Son of God with power” and then 
goes on to expound that wonderful gospel 
throughout the subsequent sixteen chapters. 
Such matchless blessings as are there out- 
lined can only come from the Son of God, 
so they are preceded by that declaration. 
Similarly, the Gospel of John begins with 
its profound and emphatic assertion con- 
cerning the full deity and eternal nature of 
Christ, and then at the close of the book 
states, “these are written that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and t believing ye might have life 
through his name” John 20:31. Again, our 
blessings in Christ are directly the conse- 
uence of His deity—a truth that we shall 

d em ized repeatedly throughout the 
New Testament and which confronts us in 
our background Scripture. This is a vitally 
important study that deserves and demands 
the close attention of teachers and class 
members. 


EXPOSITION 
Eyewitness Evidence 


There are two recorded occasions in the 
Gospels when God's voice from heaven 
spoke concerning His Son, the first at His 
baptism in Jordan (Matt. 3:17) and the 
Mount of Transfiguration 
(Matt. 17:5). On both occasions the words 
spoken were almost identical, and they were 
addressed to men in confirmation of the 
deity of Christ; no words were addressed 
to Christ for quite evidently He needed no 
assurance from heaven. Peter, an eyewitness 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, records 
his impression in the following words, “We 
did not follow cunningly devised fables 
when we made known unto you the power 
and coming (presence) of our Lord. Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
For he received from God the Father honor 
and glory, when there was borne such a 
voice to him by the majestic Glory, “This is 
beloved Son, in whom I am _ well 
pleased”; and this voice we heard borne 
out of heaven, when we were with him in 
the holy mount” (II Peter 1:16-18 AS.V.). 
God’s avowal of Pe Son was with the 
express pu of causing men to recog- 
ora ‘and listen to Him as Son of God: “this 
is my beloved Son. . . . hear him.” His 
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deity invests His words with final authority; 
thus the people said, “Never man spake like 
this Man. ... He s with authority,” 
and He said, “I am the truth; . . . he that 
is of the truth heareth me.” The testimony 
of the Father obligates us to listen in obed- 
ience to the Son. 


God’s Last Word 


God, in His love and grace, has spoken 
to mankind through the centuries. Patri- 
archs, priests, prophets, and kings have all 
been His messengers of righteousness and 
love, but, on the whole, the world ignored 
them. God therefore spoke a complete and 
final m in a language that everyone 
could understand; He has spoken to us in 
His Son. (For the same thought in word- 

icture language see the parable of the 

usbandmen in Matt. 21:33-37). Notice 
Christ was not only the final message but 
the complete one. He is heir of all things 
and Creator of the world (Heb. 1:2); He is 
the effulgence of the Glory and the very 
image of God's substance (1:3 A.S.V) (i.e. 
in Christ there is the raying-faith of the 
glory of God—the expressing in bodily form 
of the substance of God) John 1:18. He 
maintains the universe by the authority of 
His Word (1:3b. Cf. Col. 1:17b; II Peter 
3:5, 7); He purged all sin and sat at God’s 
right hand, His redeeming work complete 
(1:3); He is — and infinitely super- 
ior to the angelic hosts in being (1:4-7) and 
authority (1:8—end). Ponder this revelation 
of God in His Son and see how all-sufficient 
He is, for in whatsoever direction we look 
He is the all-embracing answer. Hence, He 
is God’s final word, for there can be nothing 
higher, nothing further, and nothing as 
explicit, for “in him dwelleth all the full- 
ness of the Godhead.” The alphabet en- 
shrines evi ing within it for we can ex- 
press ev ing we know between the let- 
ters a to z, and no matter how extensive 
the largest library, it is contained in the 
alphabet. That is precisely what is meant 
bv Christ being the Alpha and Omega (first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet)—there 
is nothing outside of Him. All roads of 
revelation and all paths of human need 
meet in Him; God has spoken in His Son! 
That being the case we have a solemn re- 
sponsibility to give the more earnest heed 
to these things; it is so easy to drift away 
from this supreme revelation as a ship drifts 
silently on the tide if not firmly tied to 
the bollards (Heb. 2:1 A.S.V.). Many a 
Christian and many a church is wallowing 
in the shallows of Christian pee ny or 
stranded on the sandbanks of a social gos- 
pel, not because they have deliberately re- 
God’s revelation in His Son, but 

use they are not giving earnest heed to 
these t truths. God has en in His 
Son; He is His complete and final Word; 
and if we fail to give heed and neglect this 
wonderful salvation, shall we escape judg- 
ment? Seeing that the fathers with a less 


complete revelation were judged according 





to their response (Heb. 2:2; Matt. 21:41, 43), 
how shall we escape if we neglect (notice 
neglect, not reject) so great salvation which 
comes in His Son and is accompanied by so 
many of God’s seals (2:3.4)? This is a 
solemn question which we do well to pon- 
der! 


SUMMARY Jesus is the Son of God. 
God has declared Him to 
be such and commanded us to listen to 
Him. As we hearken we find that God has 
spoken comprehensively in Him, and as we 
take heed the ship of our lives is more 
firmly fastened to the Rock of Ages. In 
other words the secret of growth in grace 
is obedience to Christ and His will as re- 
vealed in His word and His life. Grasping 
the great truth of the deity of Christ and 
making it the foundation fact of our lives, 
we press on to spiritual maturity (i.e. per- 
fection) 6:1-3) by progressive obedience, and 
so Christ’s own words are fulfilled in us: 
“Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock; and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the wind blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it fell not; for it was 
founded upon a rock” (Matt: 7:24, 25). 
God said, “This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased; hear him.” 


JULY 15, 1956 
Jesus Is the Saviour of Men 


Background Scripture: John 4:39-42; 
Hebrews 2:9—5:14 
Devotional Reading: John 3:14-21 
Memory Selection: Hebrews 5:9 


INTRODUCTION Antagonism between the 
Jews and Samaritans was 
proverbial, so it is all the more significant 
that the testimony, “This is indeed the 
Christ the Saviour of the world” (John 4: 
42), should be on the lips of these men of 
Samaria who first came to Him with deep- 
seated racial and religious prejudices. They 
saw the change in the woman of the well 
and listened to her testimony to Christ 
(John 4:29); they heard the words which 
He spoke with such authority (4:41); they 
yielded to His influence; and therefore 
came the unmistakable and unshakable 
conviction that He is the Saviour of the 
world. That process still takes place today 
and issues in the same experience. East and 
West do meet in Christ; the needs of sin- 
ner and of sage are satisfied by Him; 
throughout the whole round earth men of 
every tribe, tongue, and nation confess that 
Jesus Christ is Saviour and Lord. The dis- 
covery made and first expressed by those 
Samaritans finds its echo throughout the 
world today as millions testify, “this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” 
We shall see in our study how fully that 
claim is justified. 


EXPOSITION 
His Knowledge of our Need 


Before a physician or surgeon can give 
adequate treatment he must first make a 
correct diagnosis; hence, the use of X-ray 
etc. The Great Physician is no exception 
for He is “quick and powerful, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, . 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart” (Heb. 4°12). The nar- 
row dividing line between soul and spirit 
is clearly defined by Him; the thoughts of 
the heart (i.e. conscious and sub-conscious) 
are open to His reading; the intents (i.e. 
motives) are fully Cpe so that no 
one is misunderstood! Not only so, but His 
all-seeing eye overlooks nothing and no- 
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body, so that “all things are naked unto 


’ the of him with whom we have to do” 


(4:13). At first glance this is somewhat ter- 
rifying, but we remember that this is a 
kind as well as searching glance, and He 
searches that He may heal. It was this com- 
plete knowledge of her that first impressed 
the Samaritan woman (John 4:19) and 
caused her ultimately to confess, “Come, 
see a man which told me all things that 
ever I did; is not this the Christ?” (John 
4:29) We all require an honest appraisal of 
our deepest needs, for there are far too 
many superficial diagnoses of humanity's 
need that leave the basic problem untouch- 
ed and would deal with the aches of the 
world on a basis of education, a social gos- 
pel, a comity of nations, or some other com- 
paratively facile solution. Christ’s eyes 
pierce beyond these things for He knows 
that men need a Saviour from sin, and, 
dealing as He does with that basic prob- 
lem, He is uniquely “the Saviour of the 
World.” 


His Sympathy with our Need 


The all-pervading knowledge of Christ 
need not and should not drive us from 
Him; indeed, quite to the contrary, for the 
Bible urges this very fact as a magnet of 
attraction to Him; “for we have not an 
high priest that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but One that was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:15, 16). Be- 
cause He has suffered being tempted, His 
knowledge of our need is urged as the rea- 
son for our coming to Him to have it met. 
Exactly the same argument is used in the 
second chapter of the Hebrew epistle where 
Christ’s sufferings of death for us (vss. 9- 
11) and His amazing grace (vss. 12-17) are 
urged as reasons for His perfect under- 
standing of, and sympathy in, our need: 
“For in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succor them that are 
tempted” (2:18). It was the perfect com- 
mingling of His all-seeing eye and conse- 
quent deep compassion for the needy that 
irresistably drew the people to hear Him. 
He is the same today. 


His Ability to Heal 


Knowing the need and feeling deep com- 
passion for the needy do not, in themselves, 
make a savior any more than seeing a per- 
son drowning and feeling sorry about it 
makes an onlooker a rescuer. There must 
be the ability to meet the need and the 
actual act of so-doing. In Christ, and in 
Him alone, all these things meet. The cost 
He paid for our redemption was d 
than we can understand, and the comment 
in Hebrews 5:7, 8 on the Gethsemane ex- 
perience of our Lord cannot adequately be 
explained except by Isaiah’s words, “The 
Lord hath laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all.” We are on holy ground as we pon- 
der with amazement the “prayers, supplica- 
tions, strong crying, and tears” of the 
Mighty Maker of the universe; and while 
it ill ooves us to pry with inquisitive 
eyes at such a scene, we should it 
learn something of the cost of our salvation 
and realize that here is One indeed Who 
has learned so much from the things He 
suffered that He understands our deepest 
needs and tempers our eternal disciplines. 
As says Dr. Alexander Maclaren, “The 
sharp edge that strikes into your heart has 
cut into Christ’s first, and the blade tinc- 
tured with His blood inflicts only healing 
wounds upon us.” By that act of obedience 
to suffering and death, Christ became “the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him” (5:9). Notice three vital 
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things about this salvation: 1. Christ alone 
is the Author, for “there is none other 
Name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
2. It is eternal salvation. It is not just a 
new inning but a new life. It does not 
only affect life here for at conversion the 
believer is eo imperishable life BR igre 
10:28, 29). 3. It is only experienced by 
those who obey Christ (Heb. 4:9). 


We have seen how com- 

et Christ satisfies the 
title of “Saviour of the World” as He knows 
our need, is moved with compassion by it, 
and is fully able to meet it. Our under- 
standing of this lays upon us a two-fold 
obligation: firstly, to experience this salva- 
tion, and then to proclaim it. We have 
been urged by His infinite understanding, 
compassion, and ability to heal to “come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need” (4:16). Note the scriptural 
order—first we obtain mercy for sin, and 
then we find grace to help. Have we done 


SUMMARY 





- this? Christ is tne Author of eternal salva- 
tion to all them who obey Him. Do we 
obey Him and own Him as ? 

Our responsibility to proclaim this won- 
derful Saviour is intensified by the need of 
all mankind and the knowledge that Christ, 
and Christ alone, can meet that need. And 
seeing He is the complete Answer we can, 
with complete ‘confidence, preach Him 
everywhere with the knowledge that “our 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


JULY 22, 1956 
We Belong to a Great Company 


Background Scripture: Hebrews 10:19-25; 
11:1—13:8 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 4:1-13 
Memory Selection: Hebrews 12:1 


INTRODUCTION Among the many _bless- 


ings of which the Psalm- 
ist sings, with great rejoicing he mentions 
that God “setteth the solitary in families” 
(Ps. 68:6). God’s people are not brought in- 
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to His Kingdom to be lonely and bereft 
but are members together of a great com- 
pany with a thrilling history, and that fact 
was urged upon these scattered groups of 
Hebrew Christians as an inspiration of, and 
strengthening to, faith. Like logs on a fire, 
which lose their warmth when separated, 
but kindle when gathered together, they 
needed to realize their oneness and inter- 
dependence if they were to enjoy the 
warmth of the family of God, and know 
the blaze that spreads the faith to others. 
Likewise, by not sufficiently cherishing our 
fellowship in Christ, and too often allowing 
division and separation, we miss a great 
deal of joy and lose the luster of our testi- 
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mony. We need, therefore, reminding of 
the endeavor required to keep the unity 
of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3) and the mutual 
dependence of the members of the body of 
Christ if we are to be built up in Him 
(Eph. 4:12-16). 


EXPOSITION 
The Enjoyment of Christian Fellowship 


The believers position in the family of 
God must be nurtured if it is to be ex- 

rienced to the full. By the depth of our 
ellowship with God in Christ, on which all 
other Christian relationships depend (10: 
21, 22); by the consistency of our own faith 
and trust in Him (10:23); by consideration 
for our fellow-members of the Christian 
family (10:24); and by an earnest desire 
for, and practise of, meeting together (10: 
25); we enjoy our heritage. Are these not 
exactly the same principles as obtain in 
the enjoyment of ordinary family life? Re- 
spect for the authority of the household 
and the head of the family, due consider- 
ation for the happiness and welfare of the 
other members, and an effort to meet fre- 
quently—these are the golden rules for 
happy homes and not less for the house- 
hold of God (vs. 21). It is a very superficial 
Christianity that is aloof, and the begin- 
ning of many a backsliding experience has 
occurred when there was a slackening of 
regular habits of worship. 


The Examples of Christian Fellowship 


The eleventh chapter of the Hebrew 
epistle has been likened to the Christian 
equivalent of a national gallery of heroes 
and it is inspiring to read it as such. Look- 
ing back over the catalogues of illustrious 
heroes and heroines we are amazed by their 
diversity. In the list men of great integrity 
such as Noah jostle with the astute but 
weak Jacob; Sarah of impeccable back- 
ground is listed with the harlot Rahab; 
primitive Abel finds mention with prince 
Moses—and so we could continue. The di- 
versity of type is equalled only by the dif- 
ference of spiritual experience. Abel wor- 
shipped; Enoch walked; Noah prepared an 
ark; Abraham went out; Sarah conceived; 
etc. etc. God takes totally different sorts of 
men and women in diverse circumstances 
and uses and blesses them in unique and 
sovereign fashion. Yet there was. and must 
always be, the common denominator of 
faith; whoever it was. and however they 
were blessed and used, it was by way of 
faith. So this catalogue of the heroes of 
faith, still incomplete because it is daily 
being added to, is for our inspiration. God 
has provided better things for us in Christ 
(11:40) (a Saviour from sin, a great High 
Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, and the enabling enduc- 
ment of the Holy Spirit) than for these 
great Old Testament saints, and this ex- 
ample should therefore challenge us to 
greater achievements. 


The Responsibilities of Christian Fellowship 


“Wherefore . . . let us run, . . .” opens 
the twelfth chapter! The great stirring his- 
tory of the Church is not a pillow on which 
we contentedly lie, but a springboard from 
which to go forward! Too often. we live in 
the spirit of the paraphrase of a great 
hymn: 


“They climbed the steep ascent of 
heaven 

Through peril, toil and pain. 

Oh Lord, to us may grace be given 

To follow in THE TRAIN!” 


God has not changed, and neither has His 





enabling. grace diminished; the world has 
not altered in essential attitudes and needs; 
and our hearts are not one whit worse or 
better than our forefathers’. They witness— 
the Greek word is martyrs and cannot mean 
spectators of the race, but literally “those 
who bear witness”—or ‘those who have had 
witness borne to them.” The two meanings 
are interrelated (See the same thought in 
11:2, 39. R.V., A.S.V. etc.)—to the fact that 
God in response to faith which He im- 
plants, takes sinful and imperfect men and 
women in their own circumstances, and not 
only blesses them and makes them a bless- 
ing, but through them turns the course of 
history and makes life eternally significant. 
With these testimonies and examples be- 
fore us we are urged and challenged to lay 
aside every weight (as when running a race 
we do not ask how much we can carry in 
the way of encumbrances, so to ask “can I 
do this and be a Christian” is always ir- 
relevant!) and the sin which so easily be- 
sets us, and to run our race with patience. 
A number of different accounts of “the sin 
which doth so easily beset us” has been 
given, but instead of conjecture the wise 
Christian, knowing only too well the sin 
that so easily besets him or her, will lay 
that aside and get on with the race—leaving 
the debate to the theologians! 


SUMMARY We are called to run a 
team race and must there- 
fore learn to run together, subjecting our 
differences to team welfare (10:21-25). Many 
with far less opportunities (11:40) have run 
it before us and have been triumphant, so 
we have every encouragement to expect vic- 
tory. There is a King on the dais at the 
end of the track beckoning us on and offer- 
ing us the crown of life. So... “let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us. 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith.” 


JULY 29, 1956 


Witnessing through Suffering 
Background Scripture: I Peter 1; 4:12—5:14 
Devotional Reading: II Timothy 2:1-13 
Memory Selection: I Peter 5:7 


INTRODUCTION In previous studies we 
have seen how the Church 
was founded and grew in an antagonistic 
world. While this fact, predicted by Christ 
and proved by His people in all ages, has 
always been accepted in principle it has 
often in practice come as something of a 
shock. Hence we still sing our warrior-like 
hymns of defiance to the enemy and yet 
cringe in fear and dismay if adversity, un- 
popularity, or even mild persecution should 
come upon us! It was to Christians being 
tried in the fire of affliction that Peter 
wrote his first epistle, and his words, given 
of the Holy Ghost, have brought strength 
and courage to the Church throughout the 
centuries. Taken to heart and obeyed they 
will infuse new and needed boldness into 
us. 
EXPOSITION 
Christian Sufficiency 

Peter begins with a reminder of the mag- 
nitude of our salvation in Christ. It is com- 
plete by the will of God (vs. 2); abundant 
in the love and mercy of God (vs. 3a); it 
is in newness of life by the gift of God, 
for we are born again to a living (so read 
“lively” throughout this epistle) hope (vs. 
3b); its consummation is beyond the reach 
of the taint, corruption, and decay of this 
world (vs. 4). The inheritance that is “in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
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away” is reserved (i.e. guarded from loss 
or harm) inviolate for you who are kept 
(guarded) by the power of God. So we have 
this beautiful picture of God having willed, 
— and carried out our salvation, now 
eeping us this side the veil for the in- 
heritance that He is guarding for us on 
the other side! The same Almighty hand 
is, and always will be, at work carrying 
through the perfect work of salvation, and 
He will see that we are “ready to be re- 
vealed at the last time.” To meditate upon 
the mighty sweep and scope of salvation is 
to rejoice in it (vs. 6), irrespective of pres- 
ent conditions. 


Christian Testings 

Peter knew more than most how easily 
even a Christian can falter under pressure, 
and he is a realist as he faces life. To re- 
joice in our salvation is not incompatible 
with being in heaviness (put to grief 
A.S.V.) through manifold temptations and 
trials, as Paul and others had found (Rom. 
9:2; Phil. 2:26; etc.). But the Christian can 
see a purpose in these testings which bur- 
den him, for, knowing he is being kept and 
prepared by the Almighty hand of God for 
an eternal inheritance, he is assured that 
just as truly as the refiner of metal heats 
his fire and yet keeps the heat adjusted 
correctly so that the gold may be perfectly 
refined for his purpose, so God watches 
over His loved ones, and the gold of their 
faith (infinitely more precious than ordi- 
nary gold for its links chain us eternally 
to heavenly things) is purified for His pre- 
cious purposes (vs. 7). Moreover, through 
this often painful process we may appreci- 
ate the more the preciousness of Christ as 
His loving ministries become more real to 
us, and thus, as our love echoes back to His 
love and mercies, we rejoice with joy un- 


speakable and full of glory (vs. 8). That is 
itself a foretaste of heaven (vs. 9) where 
the Lamb is all the glory! 


Christian Attitude 

By nature man is rebellious toward God 
(Col. 1:21; etc.), and even among Chris- 
tians it is hard to find the gift of a meek 
and quiet spirit that does not chafe against 
circumstances and people, and incidentally 
the God of circumstances. Yet, as said the 
Puritan, “He who carries his head high 
must expect to knock it against the lintel,” 
and much of our fretting and bruising in 
life is caused by our own pride and self- 
will. There is a basic Christian attitude 
of heart and mind which Peter describes as 
“being clothed with humility.” The picture 
here given to us in the word “clothed” is 
a graphic one for it signified the apron or 
cape worn by a slave as a badge of servi- 
tude. Our attitude to one another and to 
God is to be characterized by a willingness 
to serve, and a readiness to submit. “He 
that is great among you, let him be your 
minister (servant).” God will give grace to 
such (5:5), and by implicit yielding to the 
will of God we enjoy the assurance of His 
blessing (vs. 6) and loving care (vs. 7). Too 
many of our problems within the church 
come through the indiscipline and carnal 
self-assertiveness of its members; neither 
must we overlook our adversary (vs. 5) who 
finds admirable ground on which to work 
in Christians unsurrendered to the will of 
God. By submitting =, to one an- 
other in the body of Christ and yielding 
humbly and gladly to God’s will, we re- 
move the fret and suffering which comes 
from disputes in these areas, and are the 
more ready for the attacks of Satan and per- 
secution from without. The passage closes 
with the reminder that we are called to His 





eternal glory and that the period of our 
lives on earth with attendant suffering, is 
to “perfect, stablish and settle us.” This He 
does as the God of all grace, and every ex- 
perience through which we pass finds grace 
matched to the need (vs. 10). 


SUMMARY 
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In man rts of the 
world day. 
are- suffering persecution, and often through 
that very fact and the grace of God reveal- 
ed under pressure there is a clear-shining 
testimony to Christ. In a recent interview 
(U. S. News and World Report Apr. 6, '56) 
Dr. Billy Graham rts that General and 
Mrs. Chiang Kai-shek have had their great- 
est spiritual experiences since being in For- 
mosa. Also, that although missionaries had 
been expelled from Red China and many 
leaders killed, the Church there is stronger 
today than ever before. In Roman Catholic 
countries such as Spain, and many areas in 
S. America persecution is relentless, as it is 
also in North Africa and many other Mo- 
hammedan countries, in addition to the 
pressure on the saints behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. We who are spared these ordeals 
should pray for our brethren and sisters, 
that their tried faith may come forth as 
gold, and we should realize that our easy- 
going Christianity imposes upon us the ne- 
cessity for self-discipline unless our witness 
is to be completely ineffectual. 
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SECOND COMING OR RAPTURE? 


The Blessed Hope. George E. Ladd. 
Eerdman’s 167 pp., $3.00. 


Reviewed by John F. Walvoord 


Posttribulationism has been regarded 
by some premillenarians as a departure 
from the faith. In opposition to this 
charge, Dr. George E. Ladd, well-known 
Professor of New Testament History 
and Biblical Theology of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary, offers an able and 
spirited defense of posttribulationism. 
It is the most pointed attack upon pre- 
tribulationism to appear in book form 
for some time. According to Dr. Ladd 
himself, “The central thesis of this book 
is that the Blessed Hope is the second 
coming of Jesus Christ and not a pretri- 
bulation rapture” (p. 11, italics his). 
While plainly championing posttribula- 
tionism, Dr. Ladd makes clear that he 
is a premillenarian (p. 13) and even 
adopts the futuristic interpretation of 
the Book of Revelation, which he states 
was rediscovered by Darby. 

Though pretribulationists will find 
areas for criticism of the argument pre- 
sented, there is much that commends 
the book to the reader. Its format and 
appearance as well as its literary style 
is attractive. Dr. Ladd writes forcefully. 
The arguments themselves with few ex- 
ceptions are presented on a high level 
of courtesy to opponents. In an effort 
to avoid personalities he intentionally 
omits reference to persons and works 
with which he disagrees in making cita- 
tions, an omission somewhat frustrating 
to those who like to check quotations. 
Though most of the presentation repeats 
familiar arguments for posttribulation- 
ism, some sections can be recognized as 
outstanding, such as Chapter I, “The 
Historic Hope of the Church,” and 
Chapter VI, “Watch.” The work on the 
whole does not approach in depth or 
extent of treatment the long-time classic 
on posttribulationism, The Approaching 
Advent of Christ, by Alexander Reese, 
but it has the advantage of being up-to- 
date, and it avoids some of the major 
fallacies of Reese’s presentation. Post- 
tribulationists will rightly regard Ladd 
as one of their best contemporary de- 
fenders. 

Pretribulationists will question some 
of the arguments, however, and un- 
doubtedly this volume will have its 
critics. The splendid discussion of the 


Dr. Walvoord is President of Dallas Theological 
Seminary and author of many books on 
eschatology. 


$2 


views of eight of the early Church 
Fathers, designed to prove that they are 
explicitly posttribulational, is not con- 
clusive, as Dr. Ladd himself is moved 
to admit (p. 19). Pretribulationists will 
regard as unfair the point that pretri- 
bulationism began in the prophetic 
“utterances” given the erratic character 
Edward Irving (p. 41). In its modern 
form pretribulationism was rather the 
outgrowth of biblical studies among the 
Plymouth Brethren. 

The familiar posttribulational argu- 
ment is presented that words “coming” 
(parousia), “appearing” (epiphaneia), 
and “revelation” (apokalypsis) prove 
that the rapture and the second coming 
are one event. Pretribulationists usually 
regard this argument as begging the 
question—assuming what one is attempt- 
ing to prove. It is strange that Dr. 
Ladd does not in any way recognize 
this objection. Dr. Ladd himself, as 
opposed to amillenarians, believes in 
two future resurrections. Why not two 





comings? 

In the discussion of the rapture and 
the resurrection in relation to the tri- 
bulation, the argument hangs on the 
lack of any reference clearly stating that 
the translation occurs before the tribula- 
tion. What is not mentioned, however, 
until the end of the book, is that no 
Scripture passage explicitly places the 
rapture after the tribulation either. Dr. 
Ladd is to be commended for his fair- 
ness in admitting this, “Nor does the 
Word of God explicitly place the Rap- 
ture at the end of the Tribulation” (p. 
165). His argument is useful, however, 
in placing the burden of proof on the 
pretribulationist. 

The question is raised in Chapter V 
whether a pretribulational rapture is a 
valid inference. The chapter is a com- 
prehensive refutation of leading pre- 
tribulational arguments. Though it is 
an able argument on the whole, there 
are definite weaknesses. The brief con- 
sideration of the major question of the 
definition of the church is inadequate 
for such a central problem. Some im- 
portant pretribulational arguments are 
omitted entirely. In the discussion of 
the pretribulational argument for the 
necessity of an interval between the 
rapture and the second coming, the 


(Continued on page 34) 





VITAL FAITH IN HUMAN BEHAVIOR 


The Man Who Forgot. Clarence Ed- 
ward Macartney. Abingdon. 140 pp. 


$2. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


Countless ministers and laymen will 
appreciate the good news of the appear- 
ance of another book of sermons by 
Clarence Macartney. This book will be 
especially helpful to men in the field, 
who are always in need of new inspira- 
tion. 

Here are twelve brilliant sermons by 
one who is gifted to put life into pass- 
ages most of us overlook. With the skill 
of a master he casts the role of his chosen 
characters, and, one after another, they 
leap out at you and live. Perhaps this is 
why the author deals with less familiar 
parts of Scripture. 

The gospel is here presented in per- 
sonal terms through biblical characters. 
This, we believe, comes closer to univer- 
sal appeal than any other literary form. 
Thus, it reaches each man on his own 


level. The vital concepts of our faith 
are converted into specific events and 
human behavior. His aim of making 
these people live is most worthy, but 
the unifying theme is not traceable by 
reason of some of his chosen characters. 
This volume might well be called “The 
Man Who Remembered.” 

There are many commendable quali- 
ties: skillful phrasing; intimate and com- 
prehensive knowledge of Scripture; keen 
understanding of the human heart; effec- 
tive imagination; ability to draw and 
apply spiritual principles. 

A fine contribution to our sermonic 
literature. 
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PEACE IN OUR TIME? 


- The Return of the Lord. John F. Wal- 
voord. Dunham. 160 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert H.Ehrenstein 


This book is an abbreviated survey of 
the prophetic picture from the dispen- 
sational standpoint, holding the pre- 
millennial, pre-tribulation rapture of 
the Church. Dr. Walvoord, President of 
Dallas Theological Seminary, has gather- 
ed together articles published in several 
evangelical journals and added some 
new material to make this well-written 
little volume. The first two chapters ex- 
amine the prevailing eschatological 
views of the day and outline future 
events. The author then discusses 
whether or not the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is pre-millennial, and the 
author’s thesis that it is suggests the 
theme for the next chapter on the 


Church’s imminent translation or rap- 
ture. 


A fairly elaborate study of Daniel’s 
“Seventieth Week” and its relation to 
the Church and Israel is set forth with 
the conclusion that Israel is to be re- 
stored in the future and the Kingdom 
established in literal form. There is an 
interesting discussion of the future of 
Russian Communism according to Scrip- 
ture, and the question is asked, “Can 
We Have Peace in Our Time?” Easy 
reading, the book will be a quick “re- 
fresher course” in prophetic matters. 


Mr. Ehrenstein is pastor of Bethany Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 





COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT 


The New Testament for English Read- 
ers. Henry Alford. Moody. 1942 pp. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


Students of the Greek New Testament 
have had within hand’s reach for over 
one hundred years a great commentary 
on the New Testament. This work was 
compiled by the great Dean of Canter- 
bury of the last century, Henry Alford. 
Now this great work has been edited so 
that the precious truths which have been 
shut up to the Greek reader is now made 
available to the reader and student of 
the English Bible. 

This volume comprises a commentary 
on each book of the New Testament. Al- 
ford gives us a revised rendering beside 
the text of the A.V. Then he gives us 
an exhaustive commentary on each verse, 


phrase by phrase. As though this were 
not enough, he brings together the “com- 
mentarial” cream of the ages, from the 
first century down to his own for each 
verse under discussion. 

The Moody Press is to be compliment- 
ed not only for bringing this work to 
its English readers, but for the fine work 
in the craftsmanship of publishing. Any 
one who would know his New Testa- 
ment can have the opportunity in brows- 
ing through 1942 pages, hour on end, 
filling his heart and mind with good 
things from the Word of eternal life. 


Mr. Keiper teaches Greek and philosophy at the 
Philadelphia Bible Institute. 





Expository Outlines on the Whole 
Bible: Vol. 2. Charles Simeon. Zonder- 
van. 628 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


This present volume in the great pub- 
lishing undertaking, covers the scrip- 
tural books of Numbers, Deuteronomy 
and Joshua. The author has a message 
on “Christ the Star Spoken of by 
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Balaam” which seeks to connect Bal- 
aam’s prediction with events related to 
the birth of our Lord. For readers who 
may be interested in church liturgy 
Simeon has quite an extended treatment 
of this theme under the title of “Excel- 
lency of the Liturgy.” “The Jews’ Lead- 
ing Objection to Christ” and “The Jews 
Moved to Jealousy” are stimulating. 
Well worth the price asked for each vol- 
ume—or the whole set. 
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THE BLESSED HOPE 
(Continued from page 32) 


most important pretribulational argu- 
ment of all is omitted, namely, the point 
that saints who enter the millennium 
are explicitly not translated, according 
to prophecy, but remain in natural 
bodies. The argument that the interval 
of seven years (which he computes as 
200,000,000 seconds) is too short to judge 
an estimated 200,000,000 living Chris- 
tians subject to translation borders on 
the ridiculous. In spite of these defi- 
ciencies, however, the chapter is a good 
exposition of the posttribulational case 
against pretribulationism. 

The chapter on “Watch” is an extend- 
ed refutation of the idea that only an 
any-moment coming of Christ justifies 
true watching. Pretribulationists who 
enjoy a good argument even if they dis- 
agree with its conclusions will find this 
chapter worth reading. The study of the 
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important Greek words involved is a 
somewhat original argument. 

Dr. Ladd rightly points out that pre- 
tribulationism is an outgrowth of dis- 
pensationalism. There are few pretri- 
bulationists who are not also dispensa- 
tional. Most dispensationalists, however, 
will be unhappy at the confused and 
inadequate definition given dispensa- 
tionalism. It is not true as alleged that 
dispensationalism is an arbitrary a priori 
assumption. Rather, it is an outgrowth 
of literal interpretation. Dr. Ladd is in 
error in concluding that dispensational- 
ists regard the tribulation as exclusively 
Jewish. The tribulation obviously is also 
the concluding phase of the times of 
the Gentiles even if the church is not in 
view. Perhaps some pretribulationists 
are at fault in not making themselves 
clear. 

The concluding chapter is designed 
to turn the tables on pretribulationists 
who hold that pretribulationism has 
more practical effect than posttribula- 
tionism. Dr. Ladd contends that post- 
tribulationism does more to encourage 
missions and evangelism than _pretri- 
bulationism and in other ways is more 
practical. His quotation of Oswald 
Smith to the effect that pretribulationism 
is “‘a dangerous heresy” (p. 150) seems 
to contradict Dr. Ladd’s own plea that 
either view is honorable, and it is an 
unfortunate statement. The book con- 
cludes with a masterful summary in 
which the argument as a whole is re- 
stated. Many pretribulationists will find 
themselves in agreement with the 
author’s plea for sympathetic tolerance 
of difference of opinion on this question 
even though they remain unconvinced 
that posttribulationism is the true 
doctrine. END 
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Visions Rise and Change. Pierre Van 
Paassen. Dial. 400 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


The author sets forth powerful, pas- 
sionate, personal recollections on the 
genesis, evolution, and ebbing of the 
thirty year antireligious storm in Russia. 
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His reminiscences and adventures are 
magnificantly stated. The description of 
“the vestibule of Heaven” (Kremlin) is 
beautifully done. 

The main ingredient in this provoca- 
tive historical analysis is the soul of 
Russian Christianity, where the “im- 
mense torment of. mankind is taking 
visible shape.” In spite of ruthless efforts 
by a handful of atheists to eradicate re- 
ligion by “ghastly episodes of . . . de- 
portations . .°. exterminations . . .” 
the Church refused to disappear. (He 
believes the impulse of a nationalistic 
religious sentiment “prevented a victor- 
ious Nazi. . .”). The tremendously pow- 
erful elements in the spirit of the 
world’s “most gospel-minded people” 
makes a spiritual renaissance, “an ex- 
plosion of the Divine . . . inevitable.” 
Christianity is Russia’s most important 
force, certainly more significant than 
economics or politics. Evidence? “. . 
unutterable patience . . . curiosity about 
spiritual things . . .” 

Although the details by this eloquent 
journalist may be highly controversial, 
it is the theme that matters. He sub- 
scribes to the startling prophecy of the 
mystic monk, Philotei, written to Basil 
III: though the whole world strays, “it 
is Russia that will find the way back to 
God’s heart.” 

The grave danger in the continuing 
duel “. . . not new persecution but be- 
coming a protege of the regime.” 

My criticisms are insignificant beside 
the full impact of this fascinating work: 
The chronology of his visits is vague; 
no statement on language barriers or 
use of interpreters; historical accuracies 
and inaccuracies. 


Aquinas. F. C. Copleston. Pelican Book. 
262 pp. & Index. 85¢. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


Aquinas is not a book for the average 
reader or for the one who is interested 
merely in popular presentations of bib- 
lical subjects. However, every thinking 
student must reckon with St. Thomas 
Aquinas. It was he who gave to the 
Christian doctrine, within the Catholic 
Church, an intellectual basis, and he 
has become for the Roman church the 
authority for theology and philosophy. 
For Protestants, and especially evangeli- 
cals, he is important because he wrestled 
with some of the problems we face to- 
day. He met the issues head on and 
gave a careful, logical presentation for 
many of the truths which we as Bible- 
believing Christians hold. 

Subjects dealt with in this work are: 
The World and Metaphysics, God and 
Creation, Man—Body and Soul, Man— 
Morality and Society, and there is a 
brief summary of Thomism in general. 
This edition is one of a series in paper- 
back binding — “a Pelican book” — in 
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philosophy. It is a lot of reading and 





thinking for eighty-five cents. For the 
thinker and the student of intellectual 
warfare, between faith and unbelief, 
this hook is a must. 


The Book of Jeremiah and Lamenta- 
tions. Charles R. Erdman. Revell. 126 
pp- $2.00. 


Reviewed by Richard A. Bodey 


Dr. Charles R. Erdman is revered by 
many Christians for his saintliness and 
sound biblical scholarship. Several years 
ago he completed a set of commentaries 
on the New Testament and since then 
has undertaken a similar series on the 
Old Testament to which this volume be- 
longs. The book is little more than a 
brief comprehensive survey of Jeremiah’s 
writings, and apart from the author's 
outlines is of slight value to the exposi- 
tor. Exegetical, doctrinal, and homileti- 
cal data, etc. must be sought elsewhere. 
On the other hand, the layman will find 
here a helpful beginning for a study of 
this prophet, his ministry, and his sorely 
neglected literary works. Herein lies the 
real worth of the book. 


Least of All Saints. 302 pp. $4.00. An- 
drew Connington. 248 pp. $1.49. 
Grace Irwin. McClelland and Stewart. 


Reviewed by Pearl Moy 


Can anyone search the Scriptures and 
not find the One of whom they testify? 
In Least of All Saints Andrew Conning- 
ton enters the ministry unable to accept 
the truth of the Scriptures, but through 
intellectual reasoning he becomes a suc- 
cessful expositor of the Word. He is 
called to a prominent Toronto church 
and only through a crisis in administer- 
ing the Lord’s Table does he realize the 
hypocrisy of preaching a faith that he 
himself does not believe. How he finally 
yields to the Lord’s “pricks” is interest- 
ing. An especially good book for non- 
Christians for it shows how one cannot 
have faith without a personal exper- 
ience with God. Andrew Connington de- 
scribes the trials of this minister who 
encounters opposition at every point. 
For those people in his congregation 
who had previously called him “bril- 
liant” and “stimulating” cannot bear 
the reproach to their self-centered think- 
ing when he is now determined to use 
biblical principles in dealing with all 
problems. Conflicts arise with both his 
Session and members of his congrega- 
tion. Even his wife becomes a “thorn” 
to him. Through a technicality he is 
ousted by the Session, and he suddenly 
finds himself without a church. Seldom 
is there any commendable Christian fic- 
tion, but here are two excellent novels 
by a Canadian which are well worth 
reading. 
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The World’s Collision. Charles E. Pont. 
Wilde. 298 pp. $3.50. 
Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


An American artist paints word pic- 
tures of the present world scenes in the 
orthodox lighting arrangements of bibli- 
cal prophecy in a book destined to be 
widely controversial. 

Pont has loaded his volume with stim- 
ulating quotations from most realms of 
national and international life. The 
author analyzes the current one world 
idea. He classifies those who hold it and 
criticizes their reasons for doing so. 
Using the familiar prophetic clock con- 
cept, he moves through the future and 
around the globe to set forth his inter- 
pretation of the divine program in its 
relevancy to current events. 

The following subjects govern the 
thought of the nine chapters: Man Rule 
and the One World Idea; The World 
Constitution; If, a War; Israel; On 
Prophecy; End Signs Considered; A Peep 
at Russia. 

Theologically speaking, Mr. Pont 
holds to a premillennial outlook in the 
prophetic Word. Much of his material 
on the nation Russia and on the se- 
quence of events prior to the return of 
Christ to the earth throws needed illu- 
mination on the prophetic word at these 
points. We commend this strong and 
stirring cry fot awakening to discrimin- 
ating readers. 


After Midnight. Paul B. Smith. Peoples. 
127 pp. $1. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


The volume contains eight chapters. 
each one a pulpit message of Paul 
Smith. Since the author is an evangelist, 
son of the well-known Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, it is to be expected that the ser- 
mons will be typically evangelistic. The 
themes are conventional: “Why Worry 
About Hell?” “Love, Courtship and the 
Christian Home;” “The Scarlet : Sin;” 
“The Way to God;” etc. Nothing out 
of the ordinary; little that is new. But 
the reader who enjoys evangelistic mes- 
sages will have a feast in reading these 
eight chapters. 


The Heart of Peter Marshall’s Faith. 
Peter Marshall. Revell. 46 pp. $1. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Two outstanding messages from the 
earlier volume, Mr. Jones, Meet the 
Master, have been reprinted as The 
Heart of Peter Marshall’s Faith. Dr. 
Marshall was Chaplain of the U. S. Sen- 
ate until his untimely death some years 
ago. “The Grave in the Garden” is a 
superb meditation on the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and its effect upon the be- 
liever. “The Keepers of the Springs” 
might well have been a Mothers’ Day 
sermon as it exalts the sanctity of moth- 
erhood. 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 13) 


thing. When we are fiercely beset by the 
conflict with the flesh, the Lord will 
arise in our behalf and give us the 
safety of victory that we long for. When 
some sudden sorrow comes to us that 
would ordinarily plunge us into gloom, 
He intervenes and brings the light that 
He is and places us in the safety that 
we long for. It is this method that He 
uses to supply all our need, even as He 
has promised (Phil. 4:19). The supply is 
Himself. He arises; He breathes; He sets 
us in the safety we sigh for. 





LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
(Continued from page 2) 


FAITH MISSIONS 


My wife and I read with much interest 
your editorial in the current issue of 
ETERNITY on “Faith or Impertinence.” Next 
day we received a letter in the mail from 
missionaries who have gone to the mission 
field under the kind of board that you 
mention. It is a pioneer mission with an 
outward appearance of being a wonderful 
work of God, but the one in charge, if we 
are to believe the reports, is altogether 
lacking in that love that you cite from 
I John 3:17, not merely in not seeing that 
the workers get adequate support, but in 
misrepresenting the mission before govern- 
ment officials and in mistreating the natives. 
Let me quote: 

“. .. The natives for miles around have 
boycotted Mr. and the Bible school 
has dwindled to four because of the way 
he treats them. They are like children in 
so many ways, but he treats them like dogs, 
and I'm not kidding! He kicked one and 
drew blood on his shin; he is always spank- 
ing or something, which is against the law. 
He is not truthful, and our position here 
is very dangerous. . . . He told the D.C. 
(head of our district) that we had a school 
teacher hired, when we didn’t even have 
one in mind. Later he told him that the 
teacher backed out! And then he wonders 
why the Lord doesn’t send us one! . . .” 

How can such a man have the gall to 
call himself a missionary of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ? I know of another case on a 
different mission field where a missionary 
friend went through much sorrow and 
heartbreak on account of the domineering 
attitude and cupidity of the director (who 
was also field director) of the “faith” mis- 
sion. Men of that calibre are ideal examples 
for enemies of the gospel to point to and 
say they do not want missionaries in their 
countries. 

The Christian public as a whole knows 
little or nothing about such cases, and 
needs to be reminded by such editorials as 
yours of the desirability of checking up on 
the principles and practices of the “faith” 
missions which it supports. 

ALAN C. WARES 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 19) 


committee said it was often found, when 
cures claimed for spiritual healing were 
investigated, that the patient was, at the 
same time, continuing treatment pre- 
scribed by doctors. It said that many 
cures effected by unorthodox means, in- 
cluding spiritual healing, are mainly 
due to suggestion. The committee added 
that such suggestion is more likely to be 
effective when it has a religious back- 
ground. The report closed with a sug- 
gestion by the doctors that informal 
meetings with ministers be held, and 
that doctors and clergymen could use- 
fully co-operate. 


JESUIT WAR COLLEGE 


The Jesuits are building a large cen- 
ter near the Pope’s summer palace to be 
the center of their activities for the 
spread of Romanism throughout the 
world. The place is named the “Pius 
XII Center for a Better World,” and it 
is to “house the brains and motive pow- 
er of a movement from which the Pope 
expects great things.” This report from 
the Rome correspondent of the New 
York Times goes on to state that the 
center will be a kind of “war college” in 
which a general staff will.be trained to 
lead an army of new Catholics to a 
“conquest of the world for Jesus.” The 
Christian Century well states that “since 
the Jesuits are concerned, we may pre- 
sume the war college will be concerned 
with power, and not spiritual power 
only. . . America is particularly the ob- 
jective of the new movement.” The 
most interesting thing about this, per- 
haps, is the fact that it illustrates the 
fact that the Jesuits have obtained al- 
most complete control of the papacy 
and that their policies will henceforth 
dominate world Catholicism. 


LUTHERANS DEFINE ‘DOCTRINE’ 


In 1953 the forty-second regular con- 
vention of the Lutheran Church—Mis- 
souri Synod was asked officially to an- 
swer the question, “What is a doctrine?” 
The thirty-ninth convention, in 1944, 
had defined it as follows: “A Scriptural 
doctrine is a truth contained in, ex- 
pressed by, or properly drawn from 
Scripture.” Request for a new definition 
shows how difficult it is to formulate 
a satisfactory definition. The new defini- 
tion has been given as follows: “A doc- 
trine is an article of faith which the 
church, in obedience to her Lord, and 
in response to her specific needs, derives 
according to sound principles of inter- 
pretation from Scripture as the sole 
source of doctrine and sets forth in a 
form adapted to teaching.” This defini- 
tion was made as a result of the work 





of a Committee on Doctrinal Unity 
which included the faculties of both 
theological seminaries of the denomina- 
tion and some special members, not pro- 
fessors. 


JAPAN TIGHTENS RULES 

According to the Japanese Consulate 
in Washington, D. C., missionaries ap- 
plying for a visa to Japan must present 
a letter of invitation from the church or 
mission organization in Japan. Former- 
ly, there was required only a letter 
from the church or mission headquar- 
ters in the United States. The signifi- 
cance of this lies in the fact that no 
American missionary society can any 
more send just any missionary to Japan, 
but that some mission or body in Japan 
must invite him. This is one more indi- 
cation of the trend that exists through 
all Asia and the non-white world. The 
emerging nations are determined that 
they shall run their own house accord- 
ing to their own ideas. 


SPAIN CONFISCATES BIBLES 

The Madrid office of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. was recently raid- 
ed by the Spanish authorities and a 
stock of some 30,000 Bibles and devo- 
tional books were confiscated. In 1940 
police confiscated 110,000 Bibles and 
other works. A similar raid took place 
on the headquarters of the Spanish 
Evangelical Church and smaller quanti- 
ties of Bibles and books were confiscated. 


ANALYSES OF THE ‘REVIVAL’ 

Two different groups recently ap- 
praised the religious state of America 
today. The annual convention of the 
Religious Newswriters’ Association show- 
ed five to one that they did not believe 
that the U. S. was experiencing “a gen- 
uine spiritual reawakening.” One of the 
best statements was that of Frank Stew- 
art of the Cleveland Press who stated: 
“It is a renewed interest in religion—not 
a revival—but due to increase in popu- 
lation, growth of suburbs and a fear of 
the international tensions of atom 
bombs. Finally, it is a reaching out for 
some power higher than ourselves.” At 
the same time a psychoanalyst, speaking 
before.the Association of Mental Hos- 
pital Chaplains in Chicago, stated that 
“we are witnessing a revival of social in- 
terest instead of a real confrontation of 
God and basic religious issues. 
Churches are offering superficial social 
functions and group living activities. 
They must learn to fulfill people’s re- 
ligious needs if they are to maintain 
their large numbers of new members.” 
The only fulfillment of need is, of 
course, the Lord Jesus Christ, and apart 
from Him all religious movement is a 
mere splashing on the surface of the 
water, which will return to a dead calm 
when the splashing ceases. 
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YOU CAN'T BE A CHRISTIAN 
(Continued from page 27) 


conscience tells you that the matter is 
wrong, but because it is expedient. In 
other words it is not a matter of prin- 
ciple, but it’s just the best thing to do 
on the occasion. It helps everyone in- 
volved. What price Christian fellowship 
and harmony? 

Paul proved conclusively that it was 
normal and proper for a Christian to 
marry (I Cor. 7) and that it was right 
for a Christian worker to receive a sal- 
ary (I Cor. 9:7-14). But because it was 
expedient for him, in his own particular 
case, to refrain from both, he cheer- 
fully did so. Even though it wasn’t a 
matter of principle he gave them up for 
his effectiveness in God’s work. God may 
ask us to give up something for his 
glory. Something that’s not wrong in it- 


self. We should be willing. In any ethi-. 


cal problem it is the mark of a strong 
character to choose the outside limits. 
Pride will say, “stick up for your rights”; 
Love will say, “our friendship is more 
important than this matter.” 

True, there is a point at which we 
must draw ‘the line. If my friend feels 
that it’s worldly to wear a necktie, I will 
gladly go without cravat while I am 
visiting in his home for the sake of our 
friendship. But if he demands that I 
vow never to wear a tie again, I would 
be violating my own conscience as well 
as social decorum to make that con- 
cession, and I must, under God, sternly 
refuse. Again, I must never allow the 
principle of the weaker brother to en- 
danger the health and safety of others. 
If my brother tells me that it is a viola- 
tion of faith to carry automobile or life 
insurance, I must reply that if I gave 
them up I would be depriving not only 
myself but others as well of the protec- 
tion to which they are entitled. To con- 
descend to the weaker brother on either 
of these issues would become a sin for 
me, because I would be misleading my 
brother as well as violating my own 
conscience. 

If we glance back through the cor- 
ridors of history, we find a good ex- 
ample of this very principle of action 
against over-scrupulousness in Scotland 
around the middle of the 19th century. 
Dr. James Young Simpson, an eminent 
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physician, began to use anesthetics to 
ease the pains of childbirth. This was a 
terrible sin to the Christians around 
him. How well they remembered the 
story of Eufame Macalyane, a lady of 
rank, who was charged with seeking re- 
lief of pain in childbirth, and conse- 
quently was burned at the stake for her 
offense. Preachers all over the land ve- 
hemently denounced Simpson’s use of 
chloroform as impious and contrary to 
Holy Writ. Many Bible texts were cited 
against it, and the crowning argument 
ran: “The use of chloroform is deliber- 
ately avoiding one part of the primeval 
curse on woman.” “You can’t be a Chris- 
tian and use chloroform,” the pious be- 
lievers asserted. 

Dr. Simpson, a godly man, quickly 
stopped the mouths of his critics by 
pointing out that God himself used a 
general anesthetic in Genesis 2:26: “and 
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon Adam.” Also he argued that if eas- 
ing the pain of childbirth was a violation 
of the curse so was an agriculturalist’s 
killing his weeds and a physician’s post- 
poning death in a patient. The subse- 
quent story of how quickly and thorough- 
ly this notion has been dispelled from the 
realm of morals and conscience is too 
obvious to be repeated. Suffice it to say 
that if a brother had approached me 
with the warning that I should not al- 
low my wife to have pain relief as she 
bore her expected child, I would have 
had an answer ready. I would have dis- 
cussed the problem with him, respected 
his feelings in the matter, but gently in- 
formed him that to refuse her anesthetic 
would be a sin for me. Then I would 
have reminded him that under God, he 
also had the obligation to respect my 
feelings in the matter in deference to 
our Christian fellowship. If he refused 
to do this, however, I could only wish 
him well and put him on my prayer list. 

Paul was caught in a similar situation 
in Corinth. He had to tell the Chris- 
tians there that buying meat at the local 
market was not a question of morals or 
conscience, and to go ahead without ask- 
ing any questions (I Cor. 10:25). At this 
point, he, too, had to draw the line. 

Our discussion isn’t exhausted, but 
it’s begun on a solid foundation. All 
that remains is to apply these truths to 
our own lives, and to our own partic- 
ular situations. The principles are 
equally valid in old Corinth, the San 
Blas Islands, and the United States. 
Study Romans 14 along with I Corin- 
thians 8. Remember, above all, that 
while your conscience may be enlighten- 
ed, your brother’s may not—and vice 
versa. Your knowledge will be worthless 
without a generous sprinkling of Chris- 
tian love. Be able to say with Paul, “I 
am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some” (I Cor. 
9:22). END 
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Africa workers have moved 
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Kingwana languages. 
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NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 


tive Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Denver. Dr. Grounds writes from a wide 
knowledge of his subject. Don’t pass any 
judgments on either Dr. Grounds or 
Erernity until you have read every 
word of this stimulating article. Then 
let us hear from you. 
* * 2 


In view of all the furore about an im- 
aginary woman named “Bridey Mur- 
phy,” Contributing Editor Walter R. 
Martin’s piece on reincarnation will be 
well worth your while. 

In the coming months you'll be read- 
ing a number of articles by Walter Mar- 
tin, who in our combined editorial judg- 
ment is one of the coming young men 
of evangelicalism. Mr. Martin will be 
available for a limited number of speak- 
ing engagements. He will give your 
church a series of expository messages 
or a conference on the various modern 
cults and how they may be refuted from 
the Word of God. Write us if you're 
interested. 
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CONFESSION AND FAITH 


(Continued from page 23) 


“The Lacandon Indians, a tribe of a 
few hundred people scattered in the 
dense jungles of southern Mexico and 
Guatemala at the base of the Yucatan 
peninsula, say that ‘to believe God’ is 
‘to cause God’s word to enter one’s 
heart.’ Note that there is here no side- 
stepping of the human responsibility in 
the process of faith. We say that men 
must ‘open their hearts’ to God, for God 
will not force Himself upon men. The 
Lacandons recognize this fact uncon- 
sciously by the very causative form of 
the verb, which indicates clearly man’s 
part in the triumph of faith. The Uduks 
along the Ethiopian border express es- 
sentially the same truth as the Lacan- 
dons, but in slightly different words, 
when they say that ‘to believe God’ is ‘to 
join God’s word to the body.’ This is the 
faith of living reality—not just accepting 
God’s word, but ‘joining it to the body,’ 
making this union of belief and action, 
which alone constitutes real faith. 

“The Conob Indians, living in the 
high mountains along the northern 
frontier of Guatemela, speak of ‘faith’ 
as ‘truth entering into one’s soul.’ Liter- 
ally this word may be translated ‘abdo- 
men,’ but it is functionally equivalent to 
English ‘soul.’ This expression points to 
the same essential truth, namely, that 








one of these soul-winners. 
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faith touches the heart and soul. It is 
not the formulation of the mind or the 
outward assent to ritualistic dogma; it 
is the experience of the innermost being. 

“Some of the languages of West Africa 
tell the same story about ‘faith,’ but in 
somewhat different forms. The Mossi 
people in French West Africa speak of 
‘faith’ as ‘leaning on God.’ This would 
seem to be faith, confidence, trust, and 
dependence all included in one phrase. 
But this is a truth which more sophisti- 
cated believers have ignored. It has been 
the unfortunate fact of history that men 
have warped this truth about ‘leaning 
on God’ and have hypostatized faith as 
a series of man-made dogmas, and then, 
as in the time of the Inquisition, they 
have even fought and killed their fellow 
men because these refused to bow before 
such word-idols. It has been so easy to 
wrest the word ‘faith’ from its meaning 
of constant and continual dependence 
upon God and Jesus Christ to one in 
which ‘faith’ becomes ‘the faith,’ the 
embodiment of statements about truth, 
and not Him who was and is ‘the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.’ The declara- 
tion of our faith is most important, but 
it must never be permitted to obscure 
our dependence upon the Risen Christ. 
In a near-by language the act of faith 
is described as ‘committing oneself to 
be held.’ This is the same phrase which 
is used to describe the act of a mother 
who tenderly commits her child into 
the arms of someone else while she must 
be occupied with other tasks. This like- 
wise is the experience of dependence, 
based upon confidence and trust. 


“In the Aztec dialect . . . ‘faith’ is 
described as ‘following close after.’ This 
figure of speech is derived from the 
trail. Faith in a person means that we 
follow close behind him. We have con- 
fidence that he can lead us correctly; 
and that as we follow in his footsteps, 
we shall be safe. Faith is not a substance 
which can be purchased or hoarded. 
Faith is an act, and ‘following close 
after’ describes our proper relationship 
to Him in a most vivid way. . . 

“The Shipibo Indians in Peru say that 
‘to believe on God’ is ‘to be strong on 
God.’ ‘This phrase does not mean pre- 
cisely what it might appear to mean 
from the literal rendering in English. It 
actually means that there is no strength 
at all without Him. That is to say, we 
are strong only in reliance upon God. 
One cannot be spiritually strong except 
by dependence upon God. For the Ship- 
ibos, spiritual strength is strength that 
is completely derived from God. There 
is no place for spiritual pride about one’s 
personal power. This is ruled out by 
the language itself, for strength is ‘on 
God.’ 

“The Piro Indians, who live to the 
south of their Shipibo neighbors, say 
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. that to believe is literally ‘to obey-be- 
‘lieve.’ For them the verb ‘believe’ is too 
weak to express belief in God, since such 
a ‘faith’ could be about the mere truth 
of occurrence—just admitting that some- 
thing did or did not happen. This type 
of intellectual belief has always been 
found insufficient to describe the faith in 
Jesus Christ, which includes not only 
the intellectual assent to certain facts 
about the Lord but the opening of the 
heart to communion and fellowship with 
One whose Lordship demands complete 
obedience. Accordingly, the Piros, by 
means of a compound word, have tried 
to express this union of ‘faith’ and 
‘works’—believing and obeying, without 
which there is no reality to Christian 
experience and no message in the Good 
News. 

“The Timorese people of Indonesia 
have emphasized another aspect of 
‘faith.’ They describe it in the words ‘to 
conform with the heart.’ The essential 
meaning of this phrase would push the 
reality of ‘faith’ just a step further than 
some expressions. It not only implies ac- 
ceptance of truth, but conformance to 
truth by the one whose heart responds 
to its claims. This is in very essence the 
Christian concept of faith, for without 
conformance there is no faith. Further- 
more, this conformance must not be 
purely a matter of external practices, 
but of the heart. The heart determines 
action, and not action the heart. 

“The Huichol Indians on the western 
slopes of central Mexico describe faith 
in somewhat similar terms, but their ex- 
pression emphasizes the objective more 
than the subjective aspects of conform- 
ity. They say ‘to believe’ is ‘to conform 
to the truth.’ This is not very different 
from the Timorese idiom. In fact, the 
truth of faith might be defined as a 
blend of both these ideas: ‘conforming 
to the truth with the heart.’ 

“The Loma people in the hinterland 
of Liberia, use still another means of 
describing faith! As a translation of ‘to 
have faith im the gospel’ they say liter- 
ally, ‘to lay one’s hand on the Good 
News.’ This phrase reflects the Loma 
practice of identifying oneself with an 
object or action by ‘laying one’s hand 
on it,’ that is, indicating to all who wit- 
ness the act that here is one who com- 
pletely identifies himself with the truth 
for which he stands. True faith is then 
not something which can be hidden. In 
its very nature it must be clearly evident 
as. one identifies himself with the object 
of his faith.” 

To sum all this up, we see that to be- 
lieve in our hearts the truth that is cen- 
tered in the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus is “to take the truth into our 
soul.” It is “to hear within ourself and 
not let go.” It is “to take the word and 
eat it.” It is “to cause God’s Word to 
enter into our heart.” It is “to join 
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God’s Word to our body.” It is “leaning 
on God”—faith, confidence, trust and 
dependence all in one phrase. 

To believe in our hearts is “commit- 
ting ourself to be held.” It is “following 
close after.” It is “to be strong in God,” 
to have all our strength in Him and 
from Him. It is “to obey-believe,” “con- 
forming with our heart,” and “conform- 
ing to the truth with our heart.” It is 
“to lay our hand” on Christ, identifying 
ourself with Him. 

Our Lord Jesus described this life of 
faith of which we have been speaking 
by saying: “Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me” (Mark 
8:34). END 
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REINCARNATION 
(Continued from page 21) 


This position, that God is all, and all 
is God, or a manifestation of Him, is 
thoroughly refuted by the following 
verses of Scripture which teach incon- 
trovertably that God is a personal Spirit 
possessed of attributes only a personality 
has, imminent in creation but apart 
from it as Creator, transcendent in that 
He does not share His spiritual substance 
(John 4:24; Heb. 1:3) with the prod- 
ucts of His creative Will. 

1. God remembers—Isaiah 43:25; Jer. 
31:20; Hos. 8:13. 

2. God speaks (Subject-object relation- 
ship)—Ex. 3:12; Matt. 3:17; Luke 17:5. 
3. God hears, sees, and creates—Gen. 
6:5; Ex. 2:24; Gen. 1:1. 

4. God knows (He has a mind)—Jer. 
21:11; Il Tim. 2:19; I John 3:20. 

5. God is a personal Spirit—John 4:24; 


Heb. 1:3. 
6. God has a will—Matt. 6:10; Heb. 10:7, 
9; I John 2:17. 
7. God will judge—Ezk. 18:30; . 34:20; 
II Cor. 5:10. 


Reincarnation is refuted most deci- 
sively by the atonement of Jesus Christ 
since the doctrine of*:the atonement 
teaches that God, through Christ’s sacri- 
fice on the cross, has purged believers 
from all their sins (Heb."1:3) and count- 
ed them righteous for the sake of His 
Son (II Cor. 5:21). Reincarnationists, 
on the other hand, claim that successive 
rebirths are the instrument of cleansing 
for the soul and thereby does away with 
not only the efficacy of the atonement 
but the very necessity itself of Christ’s 
dying at all for the sins of the world. 

The Bible, however, clearly teaches 
that “without the shedding of blood is 
no remission” (Heb. 9:22) of sin, and 
Christ purchased the Church with His 
own blood which is not corruptible as 
silver or gold are (I Pet. 1:18, 19) but 
which is “precious” and the price of the 
soul’s redemption, “for it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement by reason of 
the life” (See Lev. 17:11 R.S.V.). 

For the adherent of the reincarnation 
theory, then, almost endless cycles of 
rebirth are necessary to cleanse the soul 
from sin, but for the Christian “the 
blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanses 
us from all sin” (I John 1:9). This is 
the message of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, redemption by blood 
through the sacrifice of “him who loved 
us and hath washed us from our sins in 
his own blood” (Rev. 1:5). (For further 
Scripture references see Matt. 26:28; 
Rom. 5:6-8; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20.) 

The doctrine of the physical resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ is the foundation 
stone upon which the validity of Chris- 
tianity stands, for in the words of the 
Apostle Paul—“If Christ be not risen, 
your faith is vain; you are yet in your 








sins” (I Cor. .15:17). The Bible plainly 
states that Jesus rose from the grave in 
a physical form (John 20:27), that He 
was not raised a spirit (Luke 24:39-44), 
and that Christ Himself after He had 
risen rebuked His disciples for their 
unbelief in His physical resurrection 
(Mark 16:14). It is evident, therefore, 
that though Jesus Christ was raised phy- 
sically He had what the Bible terms a 
“spiritual body” (I Cor. 15:44-49), not 
a spirit form but an immortal, incorrup- 
tible physical body possessed of spirit- 
ual characteristics forever exempt from 
death (Rom. 6:9), a body the like of 
which all believers shall one day possess 
at His glorious return and our resurrec- 
tion (Phil. 3:4, I Cor. 15:52-54). 

Reincarnationists, however, do away 
altogether with physical resurrection and 
even claim that Christ rose spiritually, 
not physically, pointing to the facts that 
Mary Magdalene (John 2:14,15) and 
the Emmaus disciples did not recognize 
their risen Lord until He revealed Him- 
self (Luke 24:16, 31); whereas if He 
had risen in His former body, it is 
claimed, they would have known Him 
immediately. Further than this, such 
persons often refer to I Peter 3:18 where 
it states that Christ was “made alive in 
the Spirit,” the inference being that His 
was a spiritual resurrection. These ob- 
jections, crumble under the relentless 
pressure of sound exegesis for in no way 
does Christ’s veiling His identity from 
some persons after His resurrection 
“prove” that He was not physically 
raised. The key to understanding these 
“veiled appearances” is found in Luke 
24:16 and 31, two texts reincarnationists 
religiously avoid commenting upon for 
the obvious reason that a correct ex- 
egesis of them decimates their spiritual 
resurrection claims. 

Luke 24:16 in the Greek states simply 
that the eyes of the disciples “were kept 
from recognizing Him,” which proves 
conclusively that Christ willed that they 
should behold His features yet be incap- 
able of knowing that it was He, not be- 
cause His form had changed, but because 
His Will had dictated otherwise. 

The other text, Luke 24:31, fully sub- 
stantiates the Greek of 24:16 by showing 
that although the disciples had been 
conversing with Christ, the eyes of their 
understanding were closed by His Will 
so that they could not comprehend, un- 
til He chose to reveal it, that the risen 
Christ was their companion. 

In regard to I Pet. 3:18, a word study 
of the Greek completely corroborates the 
testimony of Scripture that Christ was 
raised in a physical form by God the 
Father but through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:11). Thus, when 
Peter says, “put to death in the flesh,” 
he quickly announces the triumph of 
God the Father who raised His Son 
Jesus from the dead (Acts 17:31) “by 
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the Spirit” (I Pet. 3:18). Going beyond 
this, we further see that Jesus Christ was 
not raised a spirit (John 20:28) and that 
in the Bible a spiritual resurrection is 
not taught at all, for His body did not 
know corruption (Acts 2:31, 13:37), and 
on the third day His spirit and soul re- 
turned to that same body and brought it 
to life, (Matt. 28). Henceforth, it was a 
glorified body (Phil. 3:21), model of all 
the bodies of the saints (I John 3:2). 
It could pass through walls (John 20:19), 
but it could be handled and felt (Luke 
24:36-39). It could ascend into heaven 
(Acts 1:9), but before it did so it could 
eat fish and honey (Luke 24:41-48). 
What is unmistakably asserted, then, is 
that while Christ died on Calvary, He 
was “made alive” in a spiritual body; 
thus we see that the eternal Word made 
flesh for the suffering of death ceased 
living a mortal, fleshly existence and be- 
gan to live a resurrection life in a spirit- 
ual body. As Luther so succinctly stated 
it: 
“. . . Christ by His suffering was taken 
from the life which is flesh and blood 
. and is now placed in another life 
and made alive according to the Spirit 
. . . He has now passed into a spiritual 
and supernatural life.” 

The great doctrine of the physical 
resurrection of all men, saved and un- 
saved (John 5:28, 29), therefore, elim- 
inates the necessity of concurrent rein- 








carnations and proves once more the 
fallacy of the entire system. 

Reincarnation is further refuted by 
the biblical doctrine of divine retribu- 
tion for sin, a doctrine inseparably con- 
nected with the nature of man and the 
state of the dead. 

The Bible unmistakably teaches that 
at the death of the physical form, the 
soul leaves the body (Gen. 35:18) and 
if saved is instantly transported to the 
presence of God (II Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21- 
23). Those who have rejected Jesus 
Christ, on the other hand, go instan- 
taneously to hell, a place of conscious 
separation from God and spiritual tor- 
ment of a terrible nature (Luke 16:19- 
$1). In addition to this, the Bible further 
warns that at the last judgment (Matt. 
25:31-46) the unsaved dead will be cast 
into “outer darkness,” there to wander 
forever in conscious separation and the 
indescribable retribution of eternal fire 
for the endless ages of eternity (Matt. 
8:12; 25:41, 46; II Pet. 2:17; Jude 13; 
Rev. 20:15). 

Such is the divine Will, Scripture tells 
us, for those who have committed the 
infinite transgression of rejecting God’s 
love as expressed in Jesus Christ (John 
$:16, 36). To this eternal pronounce- 
ment, reincarnationists can offer no re- 
futation, only a denial and the pretend- 
ed mysticism which dictates cycles of re- 
incarnations in a clever attempt to ac- 






























complish what the Lord in His Word 
has already ordained—perfect justice at 
the hands of God’s Son, the perfect and 
righteous Judge (John 5:22). ' 

In spite of this clear evidence against 
reincarnation, its advocates read out of 
context and make “private interpreta- 
tions” of Scripture in an effort to find 
biblical sanction. Mr. Wilson has the 
following explanations (op. cit. pp. 38- 
40) of some Bible texts. 

1. Matt. 16:17; 22:42.—“Jesus calls 
Simon Peter Bar-Jonah or literally ‘Son 
of Jonah’. The use of son here is figura- 
tive, implying that the present incarna- 
tion is the ‘son’ or offspring of the prev- 
ious life. This explains the passage, Matt. 
22:42, in which Jesus demands of the 
Pharisees, ‘What think ye of Christ, 
whose son is he?’ They answered, not 
as one might ordinarily expect, ‘the 
son of Joseph,’ but ‘the son of David.’ 
In other words. He was the reincarnation 
of David” (p. 39). 

These texts hardly need to be ex- 
plained since the context in which they 
appear explains them perfectly and 
rules out any such attempts as Mr. Wil- 
son makes to read into them reincarna- 
tion. 

In both cases the usage of common 
Hebrew expressions is indicated in the 
Greek. Jesus called Simon “son of Jonah” 
as a means of contrasting Peter’s back- 
ground with the character of the revela- 

















a 


z 
© Should you go to Bible Insti- : 
tute or college? 

’ Go to both! With Philadelphia’s 5- : 
year plan you can get BIBLE TRAIN- 
ING at the collegiate level and your : 
college degree. You attend Philadel- : 
phia Bible Institute for 3 years and : 
get your college degree in 2 addi 
tional years of study in a Christian : 
liberal arts college. } 





Write to: Dr. William A. Mierop, 
President, DEPT. E 


PH i 








July 1956 





SS Be ok. 


1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Accredited by the Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 











(@) em ie l—Me ale) a al-mreo) mr- Mell l—) a0] ea t= arg 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 
can solve it! 












RYING TO DECIDE ON AN EDUCATION? No matter what else you do, 
be sure that BIBLE TRAINING is put first in your educational plans. 
men . 


tion on a limited budget. 

Tuition at Philadelphia is far be- 
low the average liberal arts college. 
At Philadelphia, you get one of the 
finest BIBLE TRAINING courses possible 
— your most important preparation 
for Christian service or Christian liv- 


ing. With our 5-year plan, you get 
BIBLE TRAINING and college training 
at less than the cost of four years’ 
tuition in college! Ample work oppor- 
tunities at Philadelphia help you 
meet board and room expenses. 





1A Beeeke ItnNSsfT 



















© Here is practical preparation 
: for full-time Christian service. 
There is no substitute for a thor- 
ough foundation in the Word of God. 
Philadelphia Bible Institute graduates 


tell us that their BIBLE TRAINING at 
Philadelphia was the most valuable 
training for Christian service they re- 
ceived. Philadelphia Biblé Institute 
BIBLE TRAINING gives you a sure foun- 
dation upon which to build a career. 


Philadelphia Bible Institute is located in 
the very heart of the third largest city in the 
United States. 
Write for our free 
catalog. Enroll 
early for the 
Fall semester. 










'|T etre 








tion Peter had declared (Matt. 16:16-18), 
thus emphasizing that the source of 
Peter’s knowledge of His true identity— 
“the Christ the Son of the Living God”— 
was God the Father, Himself. Neither 
the Greek grammar nor the context al- 
lows such a fanciful interpretation as 
reincarnationists read into the texts at 
Matt. 16:17. 

In Matt. 22:42 the context is decidedly 
one of Judaic theology and history. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees, it can be seen 
from the preceding narrative, had tried 
to trap Christ with trick questions, but 
having failed in this they were in turn 
asked a searching question by Christ 
Himself (vs. 41) regarding David's rela- 
tionship to his coming son, the Messiah. 
The answer of the Pharisees, “the son 
of David” (vs. 42), merely expressed 
their common acceptance of the fact that 
Messiah was to be of David's lineage. 
Certainly they never meant that Messiah 
was to be the reincarnation of David, 
as Mr. Wilson states, since the idea of 
reincarnation was as totally foreign to 
Old Testament theology as it is to that 
of the New. Therefore, the argument 
cannot stand. 

2. Matt. 11:14.—“Jesus . . . when 
speaking of John the Baptist (Matt. 
11:14) . . . said, ‘And if you are willing 
to receive it, this is Elijah that is to 
come... (p. 40). 

Jesus was here commenting on Malachi 
4:5 and applying to John the Baptist 
the mantle of prophecy in the tradition 
of Elijah., So Christ in answering the 
Jews merely gave the prophecy its true 
meaning. Neither the context nor the 
prophecy refers in any way to John’s 
being a reincarnation of Elijah, as Mr. 
Wilson so vainly strives to establish, and 
no exegetical Bible scholar has ever sup- 
ported reincarnationists on this point. 

$8. Rev. 5:5; 22:16—“In Rev. 5:5 
Jesus is called ‘the lion that is of the 
tribe of Judah, the root of David.’ ... 
In Rev. 22:16 Jesus says, ‘I, Jesus .. . 
am the root (as Joshua) and the offspring 
(as Jesus) of David’” (p. 39). 

This argument, that since the Hebrew 
form of Jesus is Joshua, and since Jesus 
was of David's line, therefore Joshua and 
David were previous incarnations of the 
man later called Jesus of Nazareth, is 
completely without biblical foundation! 
Not one verse in either the Old or New 
Testament substantiates the reincarna- 
tionists’ arguments at these points, nor 
will the language or grammar of Scrip- 
ture tolerate such fantastic interpreta- 
tions. 

4. John 9:12ff.—These particular texts 
are favorites of reincarnationists because 
it is claimed that the man born blind 
was suffering for sins he committed in a 
previous incarnation (pp. 43-46). 

As is the case with most text-lifting 
cultists, reincarnationists never look be- 
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yond the passages they contextually 
abuse where, in many cases, the explana- 
tion usually lies. 

In verse 3 of John 9, Christ explained 
that the man was born blind, not as the 
result of the sins of his parents, or his 
own sins for that matter, but “that the 
works of God might be made manifest 
in him” (RSV). Following this thought 
out, in verses 6 and 7 of the same chap- 
ter, Jesus restored the man’s sight to the 
glory of His Father and once again testi- 
fied to His intrinsic Deity. 

The thought of reincarnation, then, 
never once enters the context of John 9 
in any form, as even Mr. Wilson could 
learn by reading it thoroughly, instead of 
trying to read into it his preconceived 
theory of reincarnation. 

The Son of God warns in the closing 
verses of the Revelation (22:18, 19) that 
the plagues there recorded will be the 
certain destiny of those who tamper 
with His Word, and that their very 
names will be subtracted from the Book 
of Life if they subtract from His Word. 
Let those who pervert His clear pro- 
nouncements, therefore, pay strict heed 
to the penalty resulting therefrom, for 
they truly wrest the Scriptures to their 
own destruction. (II Pet. 3:16). 

Were not the New Testament doctrine 
of the new birth or regeneration tied to 
the Bridey Murphy and similar rein- 
carnationist cases, Christians might well 
write the whole affair off as a hoax or 
as the pranks which our human mental 
processes sometimes play on us. The at- 
tempt, however, to reinterpret the new 
birth as reincarnation by both Unity 
and the Bridey Murphy believers stamps 
the entire subject as demonic in origin 
and purpose, to be shunned at all costs 
by the Christian. 

The Christian doctrine of the new 
birth plainly teaches that when one re- 
ceives Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, 
the Holy Spirit of God regenerates his 
soul (John 3:3; I Pet. 1:23), restores his 
relationship to God, lost because of 
Adam’s sin, and creates a sinless nature 
within (II Cor. 5:17) that will event- 
ually through progressive sanctification 
reach perfection, either at the death of 
the body and the reunion of the soul 
with Christ (II Cor. 5:8) or at the second 
coming of Christ and our resurrection to 
immortality (I Thess. 4:14-17; I Cor. 
15;51-54). 

This great biblical truth, then, can 
never be logically, rationally, or exege- 
tically connected to or compared with 
the “rebirth” or “new birth” of reincar- 
nation, and it is best that the Christian 
public be alerted to the new menace 
which tickles the ears and the vanity of 
many deluded souls today, and leads 
them away from the Prince of Life (Acts 
3:15) and into the valley of eternal 
spiritual death. END 


BIBLE SCHOOLS AND SEMINARIES 
(Continued from page 15) 


to walk with God, or are all these mat- 
ters to be picked up incidentally while 
there is a concentration upon objective 
truth, courses of study, and things aca- 
demic? 

The Scriptures set forth the truth that 
God is more interested in a man than 
in his work, that God is more concerned 
to effect His work in the individual than 
to fulfill His purpose for the world 
through that individual, that God is 
more interested in what man is than in 
what he does. We need to remember 
that God is not dependent upon any one 
individual to effect His purpose or His 
will. His purpose will not be frustrated 
eternally because some individual fails 
to go somewhere or to do something. 
God is not limited to any one method 
or to any one technique, except insofar 
as His method is men called by Him, 
empowered by Him, endued by Him, 
gifted by Him. This being the case, 
should not the point of concentration 
in Christian training be the develop- 
ment of men of God rather than men 
who know certain facts, techniques, ap- 
proaches, and who have acquired a cer- 
tain knowledge? 

Too frequently, the thrust of training 
for Christian service is limited almost 
entirely to an amassing of information, 
a mastering of the original languages, a 
grasping of some system of doctrinal 
theology, a learning of the content of 
Scripture objectively, to a greater or less 
degree. The emphasis is upon memoriza- 
tion, objective truth apart from a per- 
sonal involvement, apart from a personal 
crisis in the course of learning, apart 
from a subjective reaction and recep- 
tion of the facts taught, admittedly facts 
that first of all are acquired intellect- 
ually. 

The truth of God is not merely pro- 
positional truth to which we give men- 
tal assent and understand conceptually. 
It is more than that. The truth of God 
is a divine imperative demanding more 
than mere intellectual assent; it is that 
to which we must submit, yield, some- 
thing which we must receive into our 
hearts, something we must obey. We 
cannot remain personally unaffected and 
uninvolved by divine truth. 

It may be justly argued that Christian 
knowledge is qualitatively different 
from natural truth, or truth about na- 
tural things, although true education 
even here demands not merely the ac- 
quisition of facts but, to some extent at 
least, a personal involvement in those 
facts. Divine truth is supernatural reve- 
lation demanding obedience. To teach 
the facts of Scripture, to analyze the 
Bible, to teach Bible synthesis, to treat 
the Bible solely in an academic manner 
is dangerous, to say the least. Because 


ETERNITY 


— 
a Rr erat 
> 








rrr Earner nereare 


























_ the Bible is divinely inspired -and 


or pam ones 


authoritative, the difficulty of teaching 
the Bible as an academic subject is 
readily admitted, but what a tragedy if 
it is taught only as an academic subject 
and fails to become the Holy Word of 
God in the experience of the learner, 
conveying a divine imperative to the 
heart and life of the student. The truth 
of Scripture should be expounded, pro- 
claimed—taught, if you will— but in each 
instance personal decision or crisis is 
mandatory. Should the true test of Bible 
knowledge be an examination and a 
grade? Should not, in addition to all 
this, a personal encounter with the liv- 
ing God, a personal involvement in His 
eternal truth, and a submission to that 
truth in obedience be expected? How- 
ever, in our frantic haste to achieve 
academic recognition and to be intellect- 
ually respectable, too often such an 
emphasis is pushed aside or neglected. 
There can be too great a reliance upon 
the academic aspects of formal Christian 
training. On occasions, a student’s grade 
is regarded as the most impressive index 
of his spirituality, his devotion to Christ, 
his fitness for service. Courses and grades 
must not be regarded as more important 
than the student himself. 

A preoccupation with the purely aca- 
demic side of Christian training has led 
to a tragic neglect of the student himself 
and of his spiritual life, and perhaps 
here is the heart of the problem. 


The writer knows something of this 
difficulty and danger. The individual 
student is easily forgotten or neglected 
amid a preoccupation with organization, 
program, and technique. The same can 
be true of the work of the church. It is 
enormously difficult in Christian work to 
put the individual first. 


Pressured by the demands of high 
scholastic standards which sometimes 
pander to the vanity and reputation of 
faculty members, the student becomes 
a mere cog in the machine of academic 
procedure, or material to be processed. 
In addition, sometimes the faculty mem- 
bers themselves are competitively goad- 
ed into producing books and learned 
papers at such a rate that cloying me- 
diocrity and sometimes unintelligible 
verbosity are the result. In the midst of 
this preoccupation the student is for- 
gotten or ignored and perhaps, on oc- 
casions, almost regarded as a necessary 
evil. At times he gets out of touch with 
God and goes into spiritual decline and 
is left lying in spiritual need while some, 
whose first concern should be the stu- 
dent’s spiritual health, pass by indiffer- 
ently on the other side. 

The student must not become a sacri- 
fice to the academic reputation of the 
professor. In the midst of the pressure 
of seminary life, sometimes the student 
becomes almost schizophrenic, torn be- 
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tween a desire to please God and to live 
up to the demands of a faculty seeming- 
ly indifferent to him as a child of God. 
He has little time for prayer, little time 
to read his Bible as the Word of God. 
His devotional time is his Greek exegesis 
or his English Bible assignment. The 
testimony of many theological students 
is that their years in seminary have 
proved a period of low spirituality. In- 
stances exist where under such pressure 
a theological student has broken nerv- 
ously and has fallen into the sin of 
cheating in examination in order to 
keep up with the academic demand of 
his seminary. 

The Bible school, on occasions, can 
be a little better. Sometimes the course 
of studies is an inferior biblical training 
given with an emphasis upon song lead- 
ing, carpentry, first-aid, methods of child 
evangelism, or personal work, etc., and 
the Bible is somewhat pushed into a cor- 
ner. Sometimes the Bible courses have 


‘little content apart from memorization 





of key words, Bible outlines, and an 
analysis of a book. The student has lived 
on the periphery of things. He has failed 
to learn of God, to live with God, ‘to’ 
walk with God, to have confidence and 
trust in Him and in His sufficiency, 
without which there can be no true 
Christian ministry. In considering the 
seminary and Bible school student, 
surely the truth of I Corinthians 13:1, 2 
must burn deep into our’ hearts: 
“Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, and have not charity, 
I am become as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understand all mys- 
teries, and all knowledge; and though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing.” We must believe and live in 
the light of the divinely revealed fact 
that even though we have all knowledge 
and understanding and have all faith, if 
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this is minus love, it all adds up to 
nothing, the focal point of such love 
being the Lord Jesus Himself. 

The ultimate purpose of our semin- 
aries and Bible schools must be to be 
great in the sight of God, rather than in 
the eyes of the world, and to prepare and 
build men of God. The words of the 
Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 4:15 must 
ever be before us: “For though ye have 
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet 
have ye not many fathers for in Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you through the 
gospel.” Alas, how few true fathers in 
God are on the faculties of our institu- 
tions! How little personal friendship, 
Christian love, true fellowship in Christ, 
real cure for sick souls do we find on our 
teaching staff! At best, this is the job of 
the specialist—the Dean of Men or some- 
one else who was hired to fulfill this 
ministry which should be foremost in 
the life of every faculty member. Tragic- 
ally, many are kept so busy that they 
have no time for the students and their 
personal problems. Some apparently lack 
even the spiritual capacity and exper- 
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ience for such a ministry. These are 
hard words, but true in some instances. 


However, in almost every seminary or 
Bible school there is that exceptional 
man or woman whose love and genuine 
interest evoke confidence; that one who 
puts the child of God, the student and 
his spiritual health, before courses and 
grades and academic reputation; the 
teacher who has an open door to his 
study, who is not too busy, who does not 
just schedule the professional ten-min- 
utes interview; the man who knows the 
joy and privilege of having fellowship in 
Christ with his students, the one who 
truly ministers the Lord Jesus to them; 
in other words, a man or a woman in- 
structor whose vocation is the student. 

The writer remembers with thanks- 
giving his seminary days in which many 
of the things that have been mentioned 
were true, and yet two things stand out 
in his mind: the personal friendship and 
fatherly spiritual counsel and times of 
quiet prayer with the president, Dr. 
Lewis S. Chafer; and the early Sunday 
morning hour, 7:00 A.M., when students 
and faculty regularly met on a volun- 
tary basis, not as students and faculty, 
but as brothers in Christ, at the Lord’s 
Supper. Dr. Chafer, the president, al- 
ways said that this was the most impor- 
tant hour of the week, and that regular 
attendance at the table of the Lord 
would mean more in the life of the stu- 
dent than the rest of the years of sem- 
inary discipline. At that Sunday morn- 
ing hour there was the united worship 
of believer priests, there was true fel- 
lowship in Christ; men knew each other 
not in the academic situation as profes- 
sor and student but as brothers in Christ, 
as the Lord Himself was made known 
to them in the breaking of bread. 


Perhaps another lack in much evan- 
gelical Christian training is that it is in- 
sufficiently related to life’s situations, to 
the practical needs of the factory hand, 
the farmer, the fellow who works in the 
gas station. We say that Christ is the an- 
swer, but how is He the answer? Perhaps 
we can learn something from the chal- 
lenging Worker-Priest Movement of 
France, where unselfishness, devotion 
and identification have put the priest 
alongside the French ouvrier for the first 
time. We castigate our liberal brethren 
and yet we see them doing the thing in 
the slum-depressed area that we should 
be doing and that we should be training 
our students to do. 


It must be remembered that rarely is 
a student a true genius who will go on 
to research. Yet often the course of study 
is geared to the exceptionally bright 
student rather than to the average man 
serving God in the average situation. 

Forgotten factors in professional Chris- 
tian education, excellent as it is, are the 
student himself, the life of God within 


him, and the living God in all His full- 
ness and power, available in human life 
to meet every need. He has said, “With- 
out me ye can do nothing,” but do we 
not prefer too often to do our own work, 
geared to the ways of the world with its 
academic pride and intolerance, and in 
that situation to ask God to help us do 
our work in our way, to help us fulfill 
goals that we ourselves have set? But are 
we quite sure that our work is God's 
work and that our goals are identical 
with God’s purpose? 

Mass production is never God’s way. 
He chose and called twelve to Himself 
and spent three years with them. Paul 
had his Timothy. Are we too much in a 
hurry, too impatient to give ourselves to 
the few whom God has called and en- 
dued and gifted for His work? 

In North America we have the equip- 
ment, the opportunity for a mighty 
movement of God. Some true men of 
God are coming from our centers of 
professional Christian training, but not 
nearly enough. The answer may not be 
more and more students to enter semin- 
ary and Bible school, but more care and 
prayer over a relative few who are truly 
‘alled and endued by God. The hallmark 
of a servant of God is not his degree, his 
grades, his Hebrew, his Greek, his theo- 
logy, his apologetics, important as all 
these things are. The hallmark of a 
servant of God is a life and power and 
a gift of God in that man, the equip- 
ment that God gives to His servant to 
do His work. 


In the book of the Revelation, in the 
message to the church of Sardis, we find 
these words: “Thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead.” What terrible 
words! A church with a reputation for 
Christian life, for effectiveness, for fruit- 
bearing, and yet it was all facade. There 
was no reality. A reputation for life, but 
in reality there was death. Christianity 
in North America has the reputation for 
life, activity, success, money, results. We 
feel we have a message and a ministry 
to the world, and the world, to an ex- 
traordinary extent, is looking to the 
United States for leadership. Perhaps 
the most decisive factors in this situa- 
tion are our Christian training schools, 
for it is through our Bible schools and 
seminaries that our Christian workers 
are being trained and prepared. If there 
is failure here, there is bound to be fail- 
ure around the world. Consequently, we 
cannot be too careful to scrutinize, ex- 
amine, evaluate our institutions of train- 
ing for professional Christian work to 
make sure that we are not satisfied with 
the good, that we are satisfied with noth- 
ing less than the best, and to make cer- 
tain that under no circumstances do we 
fall under the condemnation of Sardis 
of old, having a reputation for life but 
in reality are dead. Enp 
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THE PRESSURE COOKER 
(Continued from page 11) 


read the answer which is written in 
blood. In Paris, erected in a prominent 
place, is an inscription framed in barbed 
wire which contains this terrible legend: 


Dachau Mauthausen 
10,000 9600 
Buchenwald Neuengamme 
10,000 13,500 
Auschwitz Flossenburg 
140,000 4771 
Oranienburg Ravensbruck 
10,000 9000 


These names are the names of the 
places where the great prison camps and 
extermination camps of Hitler were 
placed. The numbers are the numbers 
of Jewish men, women, and children 
who were murdered between 1934 and 
1944. 

A similar inscription might be written 
with Russian names and the figures of 
those who were murdered under the 
anti-Semitism of Stalin. Those names 
and figures are not well known, but 
they are just as real as the German 
names and figures. All of these cry out 
for the fulfillment of the promises of 
God and the opening of Palestine to 
‘Israel. In 1945 the aspirations of Israel 
began to be fulfilled. The republic of 
Israel was created. The Arabs who lived 
in the land were in safety and in 
security. The only problem for them 
was the problem that lay in their own 
backwardness and _ inefficiency. There 
were a few brilliant Arabs capable of 
leadership, but on the whole they were 
simply unable to compete with the 
Jews. Left to seek their own level they 
would have become the farmhands on 
Jewish farms and the manual labor in 
Jewish factories. The best military force 
in the Near East was the British-trained 
force of Jordan. The Arab Legion was 
thought to be a division of troops that 
would be unbeatable. The Jews of the 
new nation of Israel were refugees from 
Europe for the most part and had had 
all their training in the ghettos of 
Poland and Germany. Everyone thought 
that they would be no match whatsoever 
for the picturesque Arab troops. But 
when the Arabs picked the war on 
Israel—for all are agreed that the Jews 
did not start the conflict— the lions of 
Judah arose and flung back their 
enemies on three fronts. Greatly out- 
numbered, they nevertheless defeated 
the troops of Jordan, Egypt, and Leb- 
anon. Forty-five million Arabs were bad- 
ly licked by a million and a half Jews. 

It was during this conflict that the 
Arabs of Palestine fled to the borders of 
Israel, to the refugee camps which they 
still occupy. They were not ejected by 
the Jews. They fled through fear. Many 
of them fled after the war was over. 
Many of them could go back to the land 
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of Israel today if they desired. The Jews 


would not refuse them entry. They 
would go back as citizens of Israel, an:1 
they would forego their miserable pit- 
tance from the United: Nations relief. 
They would—like water—seek their own 
level, and it would undoubtedly be the 
level of the cheapest farm and factory 
labor. It is their great pride that keeps 
them where they are today. 

Will there be further war today? I am 
inclined to think that there will not be 
war any time in the near future. During 
World War II the London Daily Ex- 
press cabled its Cairo . correspondent: 
“Send one thousand words immediately 
—Will Egypt fight?” The realistic cor- 
respondent replied, “No, no, one thous- 
and times no.” In the mind of many 
secular observers that message describes 
the situation today as exactly as it de- 
scribed the situation in the days of 
Montgomery vs. Rommel. One writer 
says, “Egyptians possess many talents, 
but they lack the essential ingredient of 
a fighter, which is well-founded self- 
confidence. If Egypt, alone or with any 
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combination of its ‘allies’ among the 
Arab states, were to attack Israel now, 
Israel would give them another thor- 
ough beating.” 

Israel knows that its only danger to- 
day is Russia. If Russia were to furnish 
enough weapons to Egypt, and enough 
technicians to teach their use, and 
enough men to spark an attack, things 
might be different, but this does not 
seem likely in the near future. The 
United States could not afford to allow 
this to happen, and the Egyptians, 
drunk with the liberty they have since 
England has been expelled, are unwill- 
ing to see England replaced by Russia 
as a dominant, controlling force. 

Although Ben-Gurion, Premier of Is- 
rael, does not know the Messiah-Saviour 
of the Bible, he still looks far backward 
into the history of his people as well as 
forward. He said recently, “We shall not 
be misled by pretended lovers of peace. 
With courage and confidence, we shall 
meet any open or hidden design to 
strike at Israel’s independence, terri- 
torial integrity, or peace. And although 
military defense has now become our 
chief concern, we will not interrupt, 
even for a moment, the constructive 
work of redemption for which the state 
of Israel was created. 

“The rise of Israel was born of the 
great prophetic vision which was pro- 
claimed from the hills of Jerusalem and 
has lived in the hearts of the Jewish peo- 
ple for thousands of years—the vision of 
the redemption of Israel and all man- 
kind.” Like the high-priest of old Ben- 
Gurion stated more than he really knew. 

I have not changed my interpretation 
of Bible prophecy from that which I 
published here as early as 1931. At the 
time of the end the former Roman Em- 
pire will have been revived in the ten 
nations that will come under the domi- 
nation of the Antichrist. This power 
will include Egypt but not her Arab al- 
lies. The latter will be, for the most 
part, with Russia—Persia, Arabia, Ethi- 
opia, and the rest (See Ezek. 38:5, etc.). 
I have absolutely no way of knowing 
how this re-alignment will come about. 
A war could do it; but with such vastly 
important changes in oil-control, it 
would appear to me that it would take 
a third World War to do it. Whether 
this would take place before the end of 
the church age we cannot know. 

The Israelis have developed a wry 
pun out of an old French proverb. The 
French say: “Plus ca change, plus la 
meme chose”’—The more the thing 
changes the more it is the same thing. 
The Jews have given this a bi-lingual 
twist and say: “Plus ca change, plus c’est 
la meme chosen people.” They are, in- 
deed, the most endurable of all peoples, 
and we may be sure that God will fulfill 
His word to them, down to the last jot 
and tittle. 


HAS FREUD ANYTHING? 
(Continued from page 9) 


mind when viewed from a distinctive 
angle—just as the depth of the Pacific is 
not an ‘entity in itself but one aspect of 
the vast reality of that ocean. What we 
must never forget, White stresses, is the 
unity of the mind, with all its aspects 
ceaselessly interacting. “It is false psy- 
chology and false theology to split man 
into parts and suppose that one part is 
redeemed and the other part untouched” 
(p. 28). 

Accepting the unconscious as a postu- 
late, White proceeds to discuss the or- 
igin of the Christian life. Helpfully he 
clarified the difference between regener- 
ation and conversion, a difference some- 
times ignored with the result that con- 
fusion occurs. Regeneration he defines 
as a supernatural, instantaneous change 
effected by the Holy Spirit in the un- 
conscious depths of the personality. It 
is a change of which the reborn man 
may be unaware except as he observes 
within himself three new desires; the 
desire to pray, the desire to witness, the 
desire to fellowship. This change, 
though, is by no means an eradication 
of the instinctive drives, since those 
drives in themselves are morally and, 
spiritually neutral. Sin, indeed, is a mis- 
direction of our vital energies and in- 
stincts (p. 151), and hence the new 
birth is essentially a redirection of these 
drives. 

Conversion, on the other hand, is a 
conscious change, a change which in- 
volves conflict and crisis, a change which 
is usually preceded by a conviction of 
sin, a sense of guilt, and a strange ex- 
perience of anxiety. White’s comments 
with respect to this spiritual reorienta- 
tion are extremely salutary, a wholesome 
corrective to the streamlined, stereo- 
typed concept which all too largely pre- 
vails. Conversion involves the will, he 
reminds us; it is a choice, a surrender; 
where it is purely emotional, lacking a 
volitional element, it is liable to be su- 
perficial and unabiding. Moreover, con- 
version can take place not only in the 
electric atmosphere of revival; it can 
take place privately and quietly. This 
means that it involves, further, a wide 
range of manifestations; a feeling extro- 
vert and a thinking introvert, as White 
puts it, will respond very differently to 
their encounters with God. Allowance 
must accordingly be made for varieties 
in temperament and background. For 
all of that, however, conversion brings 
a new emotional quality and a deep- 
rooted redirection of life, and it yields 
progressively the distinctive fruit of 
sainthood. So it is like psychotherapy 
because it is a matter of personality- 
change, but it is unlike psychotherapy 
because it produces a change which is 
unique. White’s opinion concerning the 
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dissimilarity between psychiatry and 
conversion is aptly brought out in G. 
A. Studdert-Kennedy’s ironic poem: 
* He takes the saints to pieces 

And labels all their parts; 

He tabulates the secrets 

Of loyal, loving hearts. 

He probes their selfless passion 

And shows exactly why 

The martyr goes out singing 

To suffer and to die. 

The beatific vision 

That brings them to their knees, 

He smilingly reduces 

To infant phantasies. 

The Freudian unconscious 

Quite easily explains 

The splendour of their sorrows, 

The pageant of their pains. 

The manifold temptations, 

Wherewith the flesh can vex 

The saintly soul, are samples 

Of Oedipus complex. 

The subtle sex perversion 

His eagle glance can tell 

That makes their joyous heaven 

The horror of their hell. 

His reasoning is perfect, 

His proofs as plain as paint, 

He has but one small weakness 

He cannot make a saint! 


What happens, therefore, in the trans- 
forming miracle of regeneration and 
conversion? White maintains that it is 
something about which Paul speaks: 
Jesus Christ now dwells in the believer's 
heart by faith. And Paul’s statement, 
whatever may be its theological and 
philosophical implications, is far more 
than a metaphor: it can be construed as 
a psychological fact. At this juncture 
White appeals to the very original the- 
ory of Ronald Fairbairn, a Scotch ther- 
apist, who has decisively altered the 
formulations of Sigmund Freud. The 
details of his theory need not be here 
discussed. Suffice it to say that accord- 
ing to Fairbairn a person introjects (the 
psychologist’s esoteric term for that proc- 
ess by which the mind forms images 
which exercise a decisive though un- 
conscious control over an individual's 
behavior) both“good and bad objects, 
and these introjected objects become 
permanent psyé¢hic structures which, 
without the person’s awareness, shape 
his character and conduct. In psycho- 
logical terms, then, Christ is introjected 
by faith, becoming a good object at the 
center of the psyche, a permanent and 
controlling reality in the whole intel- 
lectual, emotional, and spiritual exper- 
ience of a regenerate man. If this is so, 
a triumphantly satisfactory answer can 
be given to a vexatious question. “Does 
the acceptance of modern psychological 
theories lead to the conclusions that 
religious life is concerned only with the 
conscious mind, and that ‘a. very large 
part of human personality is left un- 


July 1956 


touched and unchanged? Are we also to 
infer that the Christian must remain in 
a state where much of his being is in 
rebellion against God, or is alien to 
God” (p. 20)? Let the problem be 
phrased as tersely as possible: does sal- 
vation include the unconscious? And 
what is White’s reply? Yes! Indeed, it 
does! Salvation assuredly includes the 
unconscious. Suppose we permit him to 
express his conviction in his own words: 
“The heart is the equivalent of the 
mind as studied by psychology, includ- 
ing the‘unconscious. . . . The uncon- 
scious is a vast source of energy from 
which spring our desires and emotions, 
and ultimately our conduct. The ques- 
tion has been raised whether the un- 
conscious remains untouched by the 
new birth, and therefore remains a 
source of evil and rebellion. Have -we 
not an answer here, an answer which 
will allay our doubts and silence our 
fears? If Christ becomes the unseen 
Guest, He will surely become the un- 
seen Host. He will take charge. . . . He 
brings order out of chaos, and harmony 
where there was discord. A new and 
supernatural driving-power has been in- 
troduced into the unconscious. A re- 
direction of instincts and emotions takes 
place from this source. The Christian 
is not called upon to destroy or repress 
his instincts. He finds them redirected 
into new and useful channels of ex- 
pression. Christ came that we might 
have life, and have it more abundantly. 

. He comes to liberate rather than 
to repress, thus bringing about a posi- 
tive rather than a negative process” (pp. 
84-86). 

But White introduces a needed cau- 
tion. Though the new birth is instan- 
taneous, redemption is not merely a 
split-second transaction. It is a split- 
second fact, to be sure, yet it is also a 
process (p. 94), a matter of life-long 
growth. And in this process the Chris- 
tian relies heavily upon prayer as a 
major means of maturation. White as a 
doctor and scientist sees no need for re- 
jecting the evidence in support of para- 
psychology (pp. 135-136), yet as an 
evangelical he sees no least need for re- 
ducing the phenomenon of answered 
prayer to clairvoyance or extrasensory 
perception. “As far as investigation 
goes,” he contends, “telepathic experi- 
ments have succeeded only in the com- 
munication of images of pictures from 
one person to another. There is no evi- 
dence that conduct can be directed or 
altered by wishes conveyed by telepathy. 


. Prayer offered to God is a very 
different thing from thoughts directed 
toward a known human being, as in 
experimental telepathy” (p. 137). The 
great value of prayer, in White's judg- 
ment, lies in the opportunity it affords 
of fellowship of God. It is an axiom of 
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psychotherapy that interpersonal rela- 
tionship is the primary factor in m9ld- 
ing human character. Indeed, as Lewis 
Joseph Sherrill sums it up, we are form- 
ed by interpersonal relationships, de- 
formed by them, and only by them can 
we be transformed. What happens, con- 
sequently, when a Christian prays? He 
establishes a vital interpersonal relation- 
ship with God, and so he grows in grace. 
“If . . . changes are brought about by 
the contact of one human being with 
another, it is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose that communion with God brings 
about changes in the character of a 
Christian. Moreover, because of the na- 
ture of God and what He has revealed 
to us of His power and His love, we 
should expect such changes to be far 
deeper and more lasting in character 
than those effected by human contacts.” 

No matter how much a Christian ma- 
tures, however, he must never anticipate 
a life which is free from conflict, struggle 
caused by his Adamic nature, environ- 
mental influences, and demonic intellig- 
ences. Yes, psychiatrist though he is, 
White has no hesitancy in alluding to 
“evil powers” which attack us “on the 
unconscious level.” He declares, in fact: 
“We are rarely directly aware of the 
strength and terror of the spiritual 
forces ranged against us. It is well that 
this should be so, for otherwise our san- 
ity would be threatened” (p. 174). Very 
realistic, therefore, and very helpful is 
White’s discussion of spiritual conflict. 
He urges that Christians abandon false 
ideas of perfection, recognizing that God 
alone is absolutely perfect and that a 
redeemed man can never be more than 
relatively perfect, relatively sinless. He 
urges too that Christians overcome guilt- 
ridden consciences -by learning to accept 
themselves. Peace and happiness, he in- 
sists, cannot be attained “unless and un- 


til we accept the evil within us as a 
necessary part of our makeup, just as we 
have to accept the evil in our world en- 
vironment” (p. 104). He urges, in addi- 
tion, that Christians, without abandon- 
ing their ideas, forearm themselves 
against the inevitability of failure at 
some point and at some time in their 
lives. Thus all White does is translate 
the language of Paul and John into 
more modern terms, showing the pro- 
found compatibility between psychiatric 
insight and New Testament truth. 

If only his remarks concerning spirit- 
ual conflict were heeded, how much 
agonizing anxiety and frustration would 
be avoided! For White is repeating in 
our day the teaching which Bishop J. C. 
Ryle gave a half-century ago: “We may 
take comfort about our souls if we 
know anything of an inward fight and 
conflict. It is the invariable companion 
of genuine Christian holiness. It is not 
everything, I am well aware, but it is 
something. Do we find in our heart of 
hearts a spiritual struggle? Do we feel 
anything of the flesh lusting against the 
spirit and the spirit against the flesh, so 
that we cannot do the things we would 
(Gal. 5:17)? Are we conscious of two 
principles within us, contending for the 
mastery? Do we feel anything of war 
in our inward man? Well, let us thank 
God for it! It is a good sign. It is 
strongly probable evidence of the great 
work of sanctification. All true saints 
are soldiers. Anything is better than 
apathy, stagnation, deadness, and in- 
difference. We are in a better state than 
many. The most part of so-called Chris- 
tians have no feeling at all. We are evi- 
dently no friends of Satan. Like the 
kings of this world, he wars not against 
his own subjects. The very fact that he 
assaults us should fill our minds with 
hope. I say again, let us take comfort. 


The child of God has two great marks 
about him, and of these two we have 
one. HE MAY BE KNOWN BY HIS 
INWARD WARFARE, AS WELL AS 
BY HIS INWARD PEACE” (pp. 56-57). 

Interesting and important is White’s 
discussion of child-training. He reminds 
parents that the God-concept which a 
person entertains even as an adult is 
determined chiefly by his very earliest 
relationships. If parents are unwisely 
harsh and severe, God (Who for the 
child is a magnified parent) may be 
dreaded and unconsciously hated. An 
oversensitive, prohibitive conscience may 
develop, an obsessional perfectionism, 
a mood of resentment and rebellion 
against God Who becomes an object of 
abhorrence rather than love. Parents, 
accordingly, have a responsibility so to 
mediate God that their children will not 
grow up with a misunderstanding which 
may insulate them as adults against an 
effective fellowship with God—God 
Whom they may acknowledge intellect- 
ually while they shun Him emotionally. 

Certainly one may find things to dis- 
pute in this study. He may think far- 
fetched White’s interpretation of the 
psychological meanings of baptism (p. 
77). He may object to the dictum that 
we are absolved from all responsibility 
for the innate evil which we inherit (p. 
159). That question is, indeed, a tangled 
jungle full of philosophical lions, thorns, 
and scorpions! He may wonder whether 
White is correct in his argument con- 
cerning the reasons “why it is easier for 
women to worship than for men” (p. 
189). But when he has listed all his 
cavils, he must still admit that this is a 
book which evangelicalism has been 
awaiting, a book which with indisput- 
able competence reveals that psychiatry 
too can be brought into “captivity to 
the obedience of Christ.” END 
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